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Base joins other posts in assessing points for all traffic citations eags
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Washingt

fon governor recount: Sit-
ting at a folding table under fluorescent
lights, Republican Lloyd Haskins Sr.
held up ballots for Democrat Carl Brown-
stein to see, and they both marked their
running totals on white scrap paper. They
took part Wednesday in a hand recount of 2.9
million votes to determine the winner of the
closest gubernatorial race in state history.
machine recount found Republican
Dino Rossi to be the winner by 42 votes over
Democrat Christine Gregoire. The hand re-
count is the final tally allowed by state law.

States’ budget fluctuations: States’ fi-
nances are finally picking up, a new report
says, with bursts of revenue in nearly every
region of the country. But the good news
comes with warnings that spending pressures
are still so high they could unravel the gains.

Medicaid and other health-related costs
top the list of financial worries, state budget
leaders reported Thursday. And the borrow-
ing, cuts and scaled-back spending of the
last few years have left most states in worse
shape than when the economy went south
three years ago.

Durst sentencing: A millionaire New
York real estate heir acquitted last year of
murdering a Galveston Island neighbor
faces sentencing later this month on weap-
ons possession charges in Texas.

Under the agreement, Robert Durst and
his lawyers reached on three federal weap-
ons possession charges, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia said Tuesday that the defendant would
accept a nine-month prison term followed
by two years of supervised release in ex-
change for guilty pleas.

Peterson sentencing: With a photograph
of a pregnant Laci Peterson displayed be-
hind him, a prosecutor in Redwood City,
Calif,, urged jurors Thursday to sentence
Scott Peterson to death.

Scott Peterson’s mother testified Wednes-
day that Laci “became like a daughter to
us,” adding that the 27-year-old schoolteach-
er was a perfect match for her son. Her tear-
ful plea to save her son’s life moved at least
two jurors in his murder trial to tears.

World

Ukraine protests: Protesters lifted their
siege of Ukraine’s government building
Thursday as tensions following weeks of dem-

i i i doption
of electoral reform before a new presidential

What's new with old

Annan investigation: U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, left, smiles during a meeting of the
General Assembly on Wednesday. Jean Ping, center, of Gabon, the president of the 59th
session of the General Assembly, and Chen Jian, Under-Secretary-General for General
Assembly and Conference Management, joined in a standing ovation. Annan won the ovation as
arare public display of support in response to recent calls for his resignation from many U.S.
lawmakers. Diplomats cheered despite President Bush’s refusal to back Annan pending

results of a prob o alleged corrupti

runoff vote at the end of the month.

Opposition leaders said the barricades,
which prevented senior civil servants from
reaching their offices, were no longer neces-
sary and that the real fight now was the cam-
paign for the revote of the runoff election,
set for Dec. 26.

Musharraf assassination plot: A court in
Karachi, Pakistan, said police would be al-
lowed to question an alleged Islamic mili-
tant accused of playing a role in a failed plot
to kill President Gen. Pervez Musharraf, a
prosecution lawyer said.

An outlawed Islamic militant group tried
detonate a car bomb on a road while Mush-
arraf’s motorcade passed on April 26, 2002,
but their remote-controlled device malfunc-
tioned and no one was hurt.

the U.N.

il-for-food program

War on terrorism

Firefighter’s funeral: Thousands of fire-
fighters lined up outside a Bronx church
Thursday in New York for the funeral of a
fellow firefighter killed last week in Iraq
when his Army National Guard unit was at-
tacked outside Baghdad.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Gov. George
Pataki, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Fire Lommlssmner Nicholas Scoppetta
were also expected to attend the funeral
Mass for Sgt. Christian Engeldrum.

Engeldrum, 39, a five-year fire veteran
and former police officer who served with
Ladder Co. 61 in the Bronx, was the first
city employee to die in Iraq since the
U.S.-led war began in March 2003.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press.

Iraq.
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Speeding could force drivers to hoof it

Misawa tallying
points on license

By JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
Put the pedal to the metal off base
and soon you could be thumbing
it.

Under a new policy, law en-
forcement officers at this north-
ern Japan base now are tallying
points against a person’s driver’s
license for any traffic citations re-
ceived off base.

The rule applies to any individu-
al, including military personnel,
civilians, contractors and family
members, covered by the
US.-Japan Status of Forces
Agreement and issued a driver’s
license at Misawa Air Base.

“We are the ([Department of
Motor Vehicles] for SOFA mem-
bers, if you want to equate it back
tothe U. S.,” said Maj. Joe Milner,
35th Security Forces Squadron
commander.

“Just like if you were in anoth-
er state, or in this case, jurisdic-

points

Examples of speeding violations and points
added to a driver’s record from Misawa Air Base’s
traffic point system and wing policy:

M Speeding 1 to 10 kph over speed limit: 3 points

W Speeding 10 to 15 kph over speed limit: 4

W Speeding 16 to 20 kph over speed limit: 5
points

W Speeding 20 to 30 kph over speed limit: 6
ints

How the new policy works

B Speeding more than 30 kph over speed limit:
immediate loss of driving privileges for three
months.

B Receive 12 points within one year: six-month
license suspension

M Receive 15 points within one year: one-year li-
cense revocation

W Receive six tickets within 12 months: one-year
revocation

— Stars and Stripes

tion,” a traffic citation would “typ-
ically be forwarded back to your
home state and they would take
points on your license.”

Security officials at Misawa
learned last month that other
bases in Japan already count
points for off-base tickets.

In mid-November, the Air
Force clarified its guidance on
the issue, directing bases to
“make sure you're doing this,”
Milner said.

“When we talked with Sth Air
Force and U.S. Forces Japan, we
found that (at) Yokota, Kadena
and the other service bases, if you

get a ticket downtown, and they
were the issuing base for your li-  said.
cense, they were taking points for The base’s traffic point system
that.” now applies to off-base violations.
The Japanese National Police _Forexample, a ticket for speed-
always have sent Misawa securi- ing 10 to 15 kilometers per hour
ty forces traffic citations issued to ~ (about 6 to 9 miles per hour) over
base residents, but typically base  the limit can add four points to
officials imposed no_additional One’s driving record. .
penalties for minor infractions. T:velve llpnil:[s ?)C(C:;‘ergh n a
Security forces would translate  emsion of driving priviloges.

e 3 _ pension of driving privileges.
the information on the ticket and, *"Milner said the biggest impact
in the case of a servicemember,

will be to drivers caught going ex-
forward itto the person’s frStSer gessively fast off base, -
geant or unit commander. In August, Brig. Gen. Bill Rew,
The supervisor usually took no

35th Fighter Wing and installa-
action but to ensure the member  tion that

paid the associated fine, Milner

anyone caught speeding 30 kph
(about 18 mph) over the posted
limit would immediately forfeit
driving privileges for three
months.

That penalty, Milner said, also
applies to speeding off-base,
where people tend to drive faster.

The major noted that Japanese
police do forward tickets record-
ed remotely by cameras on Ja-
pan’s expressways.

Misawa’s new policy applies to
any citations received from Japa-
nese National Police after Dec. 1,
Milner said, regardless of when
the incident occurred.

“There’s a pretty good stack
that has arrived,” Milner said, not-
ing one ticket forwarded by Japa-
nese police this week was for a
fine of 18,000 yen or about $180.

He said he was unsure how fast
the speeder was travelling but
usually, the higher the fine, the
higher the rate of speed.

“Our overall goal is still safety
and community relations,” Mil-
ner said.

“We want to be good neighbors
here and speeding is not being a
good neighbor. It has a detrimen-
tal effect on our relationship.”
E-mail Jennifer H. Syan af:

Sasebo groups assist
victims in Philippines

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan
— The Sasebo Chapter of the Fili
no/American Cultural Group, in
conjunction with the Sasebo Coun-
cil of the Navy League, announced
on Thursday they are accepting do-
nations to help Philippines tropical
storm and typhoon victims.

More than 200,000 residents
have been displaced by the storms.

At _least 842 are known dead,
and 751 are missing, according to
various published reports.

More than 30,000 homes were
destroyed and overall damages are
estimated at $58 billion.

“What we can accept is canned
goods, clothing items, blankets and

‘monetary donations,” said Petty Of-
ficer 2nd Class Gina Duarte,
FIL/AM president.

“We are conducting this effort
with the Sasebo Navy League, and
as we get the word out, so far the
community reactions to our collec-
tions has been

Duarte said a relief foundation
in the Philippines will help coordi-
nate delivering the donations to
the ravaged areas.

“We have some funds as organi-
zations that we can apply to offset
some of the costs to ship donated
items to the Philippines. We want
anything donated to go to the disas-
ter victims,” Duarte said.

Jerry Havens, Sasebo Navy
League president and FIL/AM
‘member, said large boxes mailed
Lhrough local businesses could

“conceivably reach the Philippines
in as short a time as two weeks.”

“To make the greatest impact,
this needs to be accomplished as
soon as possible,” Havens added.
“Of course, this is not a
short-term problem, and anything
accumulated over the next couple
of weeks will also be forwarded to
the victims in the Philippines.”

Call Duarte at DSN 252-2386 or
Havens at DSN 252-3901 for
more information.

E-mail Greg Tyler at:
A S

Kadena airmen join relief effort

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa — Kadena Air Base is sending air-
craft and about 50 personnel to the Philippines to help the 3rd Marine
Expeditionary Brigade’s emergency disaster relief mission there.

Three 33rd Rescue Squadron HH-60 Pavehawks, two supporting
MC-130 Combat Shadows from the 353rd Special Operatlons Group
and a supporting 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker
left Kadena for Luzon island, said Maj. Michael Paoli, an 18th Wing
spokesman. They will join some 600 Marines and sailors of the 3rd Ma-
rine Expeditionary Brigade providing humanitarian assistance to

200,000 displaced persons.

From staff reports

More local coverage on Pages 20-21

Just checking

Above: Airman 1st Class Scott
Bennett, a guidance and control
specialist from the 374th Mainte-
nance Squadron, Yokota Air Base,
Japan, conducts a fuel quantity
calibration test inside the cockpit
of a C-130 aircraft during an
annual inspection on Tuesday.

Right: Airman 1st Class Joshua
Settles, an engine specialist from
the 374th Maintenance Squad-
ron, Yokota Air Base, Japan,
inspects the propeller blades of a
C-130 aircraft. Pacific Air Force
C-130s undergo a major check
here once a year to ensure that
the fleet is in top condition.

PHOTOS BY VAL GEMPIS
Courtesy of the U.S. Air Forces
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Rumsfeld: Army addressing armor problems

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

NEW DELHI, India — A day after being
challenged by a soldier on the Army’s fail-
ure to provide adequate armor for vehicles
used in Iraq, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said Thursday he expects the
Army to do its best to resolve the problem.

Thousands of miles away, President
Bush echoed Rumsfeld’s sentiments.

“The concerns expressed are being ad-
dressed and that is — we expect our troops
to have the best possible equipment,” Bush
said at the White House. “If I were a sol-
dier overseas wanting to defend my coun-
try I'd want to ask the secretary of defense
the same question. And that is, ‘Are we get-
ting the best we can get us?” And they de-
serve the best.”

“And I have told many families I've met
with, we're doing everything we possibly
can to protect your loved ones in a mission
‘which is vital and important. And that mis-
sion is to spread freedom and peace,” Bush
said.

On Thursday, several Democrats on the
House Armed Services Committee on
Thursday repeated calls for new hearings
on whether troops in Iraq are getting the
protective equipment they need.

“This was, once again, a miscalculation
by the Pentagon of exactly what kind of en-
vironment we would have after the fall of
Saddam,” said Rep. Ellen Tauscher,
D-Calif.

The administration’s statements “sound
like this is all a big surprise,” Tauscher
said. “What you want to say to them is,
‘Hey, knock it off. It's a big surprise be-
cause you thought you'd be out of there
right now.’

Rumsfeld, on a visit to the Indian capital,
said it was good that ordinary soldiers are
given a chance to express their concerns to
the secretary of defense and senior mili-
tary commanders.

“It’s necessary for the Army to hear that,
do something about it and see that every-
one is treated properly,” Rumsfeld said, re-
ferring not only to the complaint about in-
sufficient armor but also another soldier’s
statement about not getting reimbursed for
certain expenses in a timely way.

Those complaints, and others, were
aired on Wednesday when Rumsfeld held
a “town hall” style meeting with about
2,300 soldiers at Camp Buehring in north-
ern Kuwait.

Rusty Davis smoothes out rough edges as he puts an armored door on a U.S. military
Humvee in April at the 0'Gara-Hess plant in Fairfield, Ohio.

Spe. Thomas Wilson had asked Rums-
feld, “Why do we soldiers have to dig
through local landfills for pieces of scrap
metal and compromised ballistic glass to
up-armor our vehicles?”

Shouts of approval and applause arose
from other soldiers who had assembled in
an aircraft hangar to see Rumsfeld.

Rumsfeld hesitated and asked Wilson to
repeat his question.

“We do not have proper armored vehi-
cles to carry with us north,” Wilson, 31, con-
cluded after asking again.

“You go to war with the Army you have,”
Rumsfeld replied, “not the Army you
might want or wish to have.”

Asked on Thursday about that exchange,
the defense secretary said he believed the
session in general was “very fine, warm
[and] enjoyable.” As for Wilson’s state-
ment, Rumsfeld said it could be construc-
tive.

Rumsfeld said people should understand
that the military has done all that can rea-
sonably be expected to adjust to changing

circumstances in Iraq as the insurgents
have refined their tactics.

“That is the way war and insurgencies
and combat operate,” he said. “You go in,
you have an enemy with a brain that does
things, and then you make adjustments.”
He added, “Does everything happen instan-
taneously as the brain in the enemy sees
things and makes changes? No, it doesn’t
happen instantaneously.” But, he said, the
Army has adjusted “pretty rapidly” to the
evolving tactics of the insurgents, includ-
ing the need to have more armor on vehi-
cles like the Humvee.

Rumsfeld spoke after meeting Thursday
with Indian Defense Minister Shri Pranab
Mukherjee. At the Ministry of Defense,
Rumsfeld read a brief statement to report-
ers on U.S.-Indian military cooperation.

“The defense relationship is a strong one
and something we intend to see is further
knitted together as we go forward in the
months and years ahead,” he said.

Later he was meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singhand then flying back
to Washington.

Safer Humvees
en route to Iraq

.BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — As of Wednes-
day, 282 up-armored Humvees are on
ships en route to the Mideast, adding to
the nearly 6,000 i m place, Army spokes-
men said Thurs

The U.S. mllltary has 19,389 Hum-
vees in Iraq and Kuwait, and 5910 of
the trucks “up-armored,” or built with a
chassis that accommodates special
armor.

Another 9,134 Humvees that do not
have the heavy armor chassis have
been equipped with add-on armor kits
to protect doors, floors and other vulner-
able elements, according to statistics
provided to Stars and Stripes on Thurs-
day by the Army.

Another 252 armor kits are in Iraq or
Kuwait awaiting installation.

But that leaves 4,345 Humvees in the
Iraq theater with no armor at all, a situa-
tion that Army leaders have pledged to
remedy by April 2005.

Military leaders responsible for the
Iraq theater, who are at the U.S. Central
Command headquarters in Florida,
have decided they need no fewer than
8,105 up-armored Humvees in the Iraq
theater, as well as an additional 13,872
add-on armor kits, Army spokeswoman
Nancy Ray said.

That is enough armor to provide for
all of the 19,389 Humvees now operat-
ing in the Iraq theater, as well as addi-
tional armor Kits for different types of
vehicles, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter
Schoomaker told members of the House

ed Services Committee during a
Nov 17 hearing.

“We had 235 up-armored Humvees
in-theater last year, and then we got a re-
quirement for 1,407, so we started chas-
ing that requirement,” Schoomaker told
members of Congress. “A month later,
we got a requirement for 3,000, and
then it went to 4,150, and then it went to
6,223, and now it's gone t0 8,105.”

In fact as the requirement continued
to climb, “What we now have figured
out is, 1ok, what the heck, we better
up-armor everything we've got over
there,” Schoomaker told lawmakers.
“And that’s what we're doing.”

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessi@stripes.osd.mil

Marines get by with armor available

Yokota International Christian Assembly

(Yokota Christian Center)

Located Just So. Of Supply Gate on RT. 16

BY KATARINA KRATOVAC
The Associated Press

NEAR FALLUJAH, Iraq —
US. Marines patrolling the
former insurgent stronghold of
Fallujah — some in open Hum-
vees — say they've had some
close calls, but “get by well” with
the vehicle and body armor they

“I think the armor we have for
the vehicles is getting better and
our body armor is OK, I have
nothing against it,” Sgt. Aaron
D’Amico said Wednesday.

Told about complaints from dis-
gruntled soldiers who told De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
earlier Wednesday they lacked ar-
mored vehicles and other equip-
ment, D’Amico said: “I'd definite-
ly opt for higher production of
armor but the Marines get by
well with what we have.”

D’Amico said his unit, the 1st
Battalion of the 8th Marine Regi-
ment, received new, upgraded ve-
hicle armor a year ago, with Kev-
lar-protected seats. D’Amico’s
only complaint is that the
open-roof Humvee provides no
protection at the back.

The armor the Marines receive
is “usually leftovers from the
Army, the Army usually gets the
better stuff,” he added.

In November, US. deaths in
Traq reached 135, equaling the
all-time high previously reached
in April. Hundreds more were
wounded. At least 54 deaths oc-
curred during the Marine-led as-
sault on Fallujah.

D’Amico said his closest call oc-
curred four months ago in the
town of Haditha in central Iraq,
when a roadside bomb blew up
by the side of his vehicle.

The blast and flying shrapnel
nicked the side armor of the Hum-
vee door but injured no one in-
side.

Cpl. Joshua Munns said it isn’t
easy to make the best armor.

“It has to be tested against the
heaviest weapons infantry would
encounter,” Munns said.

“The vehicle floor Kevlar, for
example is not meant to stop an
explosion but prevents the vehi-
cle floor from breaking apart on
the inside,” Munns added.

Asked whether he would prefer
aclosed Humvee with bulletproof
windows, Munns said “it'’s a
yes-and-no answer.”

“An enclosed vehicle reduces
your visibility and if you are not
able to see an attack you might as
well have no armor at all,” he
said. “It needs to be a fine bal-
ance between visibility and pro-
tection.
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Guardsman’s ex not surprised at question

Army specialist never afraid to raise tough topics, former wife says

BY BILL POOVEY
The Associated Press

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — Regina Wil-
son wasn't entirely surprised to see her
ex-husband, a guardsman bound for Iraq,
on television Wednesday challenging De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld with a
tough question.

“He is always like
that,” she said. “T
don’t think he under-
stands the concept of
biting one’s tongue. It
wouldn’t matter if it
was [President] Bush

imself  standing
there. He would have =
dissed  him  the |
same.” N

Army Spe. Thomas
Wilson, a 31-year-old
member of a Tennes-
see National Guard unit, asked Rumsfeld
why vehicle armor is still scarce, nearly
two years after the start of the war.

“Why do we soldiers have to dig
through local landfills for pieces of scrap
metal and compromised ballistic glass to
up-armor our vehicles?” he asked.

Wilson

Reporter’s role in question

‘An American reporter has said he was involved in the soldier’s questioning of De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. Edward Lee Pitts, a reporter for the Chattanooga
(Tenn.) Free Press, is embedded in the same unit as Spc Thomas Wilson, who asked
Rumsfeld the question about armored vehicles. In a note to his fellow staffers in Chat-
tanooga, which was posted on the Romanesko inside- the-media Web site
(www. poynter.org/column.asp?id=45), Pitts said he was told that only soldiers could
ask Rumsfeld questions, “so I brought two of them along with me as escorts.”

Pitts said: “Beforehand, we worked on questions to ask Rumsfeld about the appall-
ing lack of armor their vehicles going into combat have.” He said that while waiting
for Rumsfeld, he found the person in charge of the microphone to be used in the ques-
tion-and-answer session “and made sure he knew to get my guys out of the crowd.”

From staff reports

The question prompted shouts of ap-
proval and applause from the estimated
2,300 soldiers assembled in a hangar in
Kuwait to hear Rumsfeld.

Rumsfeld hesitated and asked Wilson,
an airplane mechanic from Nashville, to
repeat his question.

“We do not have proper armored vehi-
cles to carry with us north,” Thomas Wil-
son said.

Rumsfeld said the Army was prodding
manufacturers of vehicle armor to pro-
duce it quickly, but noted, “You go to war

with the Army you have, not the Army
you might want or wish to have.”

Regina Wilson said she saw the TV
news reports about the question Wednes-
day after taking the children to meet the
school bus.

She doesn’t watch TV reports on the
war while their two children —
10-year-old Megan and S-year-old Tho-
mas — are home because “it scares them
to death.”

She said Thomas Wilson joined the Na-
tional Guard in June 2003. He had previ-

ously enlisted in the Air Force in 1994
and served about four years, she said.

“It's all about duty, and he felt com-
pelled to be over there,” Wilson said, add-
ing that both she and her ex-husband
voted for Bush in November and support
him “100 percent.”

But she said she was not impressed
with Rumsfeld’s answer.

“He seemed like he was stuttering and
stumbling — like he was caught off
guard,” she said. “Rumsfeld’s answer
seemed like he was sidestepping around
the question.”

She added, “If there is something lack-
ing perhaps that is why our death toll is
climbing.”

Wilson’s girlfriend, Marilyn Elam of
Nashville, also said Rumsfeld “appeared
to have been caught off guard.” Elam said
she hoped the defense secretary “takes
that information and uses it constructive-
Iy.”

Regina Wilson said her former hus-
band called home on a Saturday two
weeks ago. His unit is about to drive
north into Iraq for a one-year tour of
duty.

Judge denies GI's request to block Iraq extension

BY SAM HANANEL
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A soldier
who challenged an Army policy
requiring him to serve past the
date of his enlistment contract
must return for duty in Iraq while
his lawsuit is under review, a fed-
eral judge ruled Wednesday.

US. District Judge Royce Lam-
berth refused to issue a tempo-
rary restraining order allowing
Spé. David Qualls to remain in
the United States, where he is
home on leave. He is scheduled to
fly to Iraq on Friday.

“It appears to me the extension
was legally proper,” Lamberth

said during the hourlong hearing.
“I find no likelihood of success on
the merits.”

Qualls, 35, is one of eight sol-
diers challenging the “stop loss”
policy that lets the Army extend
enlistments during war or nation-
al emergencies to promote conti-
nuity and cohesiveness on the bat-
tlefield.

The lawsuit contends the enlist-
ment contracts are misleading be-
cause they make no explicit refer-
ence to the policy.

The soldiers also say no one
told them they could be kept in
the service beyond their dis-
charge date.

“Nothing in the contract that he

signed says any'rhmg about inve 1
tary

Justice De-
partment attor-
ney Matt Lep-
ore, represent-
ing the Army,
argued  that
Qualls’ enlist-
ment contract
has a provision
that says he may be involuntarily
ordered to active duty in the
event of war, national emergency
or any other condition required

Qualls

by law.

Lepore said the language
should be read broadly to include
extensions of existing contracts.

Lamberth agreed the language
was clear enough and rejected Lo-
bel’s claim that the military con-
flict does not qualify as a war be-
cause Congress never made a for-
mal declaration of war.

“I don’t think the average per-
son looking at this would think we
had to have a declared war” for it
to apply, Lamberth said.

About 7,000 active-duty sol-
diers have had their contracts ex-
tended under the policy, and up
to 40,000 reserve soldiers also
could be ordered to stay longer.

The Army says the policy is need-
ed to ensure there are enough ex-
perienced soldiers on the battle-
field.

e other seven soldiers in the
lawsuit — listed as John Does to
protect their privacy — are serv-
ing in Iraq or are in Kuwait en
route to Iraq, according to court
papers. The soldiers, believed to
be the first active-duty personnel
to ﬁle such a lawsuit, are asking

to order the Army to
immgdialely release them from
service.

Qualls signed up for a one-year
stint in the Arkansas National
Guard in July 2003 but has been
told he will remain on active duty
in Iraq until next year. His pay
stub now shows his term of ser-
vice expiring on Dec. 24, 2031.
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Packages make plea for missing reservist

BY LiSA CORNWELL
The Associated Press

CINCINNATT, Ohio — U.S. troops in Iraq open-
ing care packages sent by the family of Army Re-
serve Spc. Keith “Matt” Maupin are asked for only
one favor in return — to help find the captured sol-
dier.

Enclosed in each care package with candy,
games, canned goods and other treats is a small
plastic bag with 10 homemade pins bearing
21-year-old Maupin’s photo.

A short note thanking the troops for defending
their country also includes the family’s simple,
heartfelt request: “Please help us find him.”

His parents, Carolyn and Keith Maupin, said
they sort donations and pack boxes seven days a
week at a support center they set up in two donat-
ed, empty storefronts in suburban Cincinnati.

“I know he will come back to us,” Carolyn
Maupin said.

She spoke calmly, her hands in constant motion
while attaching yellow ribbons to the photo pins.

“Maybe someone will see one of these photos and
it will help them find him.”

“Even if they just drop the
photo in their pocket, it could
help them know it’s Matt when
they find him,” Keith Maupin
said.

‘Maupin, missing since his con-
voy was attacked April 9 west of
Baghdad, is the only Army sol-
dier listed as captured in Iraq or
Afghanistan.

“Every effort has been made
and is continuing to be made to
find him,” said Maj. Elizabeth
Robbins, an Army spokeswom-
an at the Pentagon who would not discuss specifics
of the search.

In June, an Arab satellite station Al-Jazeera
broadcast a video showing a blindfolded man sit-
ting on the ground that the station said was Maupin.

Maupin
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Shiite groups name 228 election candidates

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s main-
stream Shiite groups Thursday
announced a diverse list of 228
candidates for the Jan. 30 elec-
tions, a victory for Shiite leaders
who wanted to present a power-
ful, united front as they seek a
leading role in post-Saddam Iraq
after years on the sidelines.

Yet Iraq’s major Sunni fac-
tions, whose participation in the
vote will be crucial to making it le-
gitimate, were not included and
have not put forward a list of can-
didates. Also absent was a radical
Shiite cleric who could spoil the
Shiite unity if he rejects the coali-
tion’s authority.

In violence in the run-up to the
vote, seven Iragis were Killed in
separate clashes in Baghdad and
the volatile western city of Rama-

i

A car bomb also rocked a busy
Mosul vegetable market, wound-
ing two civilians, while a U.S. sol-
dier was injured by roadside

bomb in the capital. Another
American soldier suffered minor
injuries in a similar attack the day
before in Samarra, the scene of
clashes that culminated in the res-
ignation of the town’s police chief.

The list of 23 parties, dubbed
the United Iraqi Alliance, may
put new pressure on the Sunnis to
join the race for the vote, especial-
ly now that it seems far more like-
Iy to proceed. Key Sunni leaders
have demanded a boycott, but the
interim Iragi government and
President Bush have said the elec-
tion must go ahead.

Iraq’s leading Shiite cleric, Aya-
tollah Ali al-Sistani, gave his bless-
ing to the list. He has been work-
ing to unite Iraq’s majority Shi-
ites ahead of the vote to ensure
victory, plus include representa-
tives from Iraq’s other diverse
communities. Shiites comprise 60
percent of Iraq’s 26 million popu-
lation.

The 228 candidates include in-
dependent Sunni Muslims, a Shi-
ite Kurdish group, members of
the Yazidis minority religious
sect, and a Turkomen movement,
among others. Also among them
are members of the Iraqi Nation-
al Congress, led by former exile
and one-time Pentagon favorite
‘Ahmad Chalabi.

“I think that this list is a patriot-
ic list. We hope that Iragi people
will back this list,” Sheik Fawaz
al-Jarba, head of the powerful
Sunni Shemar tribes in the north-
western city of Mosul, said at the
end of the conference.

Yet there are divides. Separate
candidate lists are being com-
piled by aides to President Ghazi
al-Yawer and Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi — drawing some Shi-
ites away from the ticket that
al-Sistani is overseeing, well-con-

nected Shiite figures have said.
The main Kurdish parties will
contest the vote with their own
unified list, Kurdish leaders have
said.

The biggest wild card among
the Shiites is firebrand cleric Mu-
gtada al-Sadr. An aide said
al-Sadr’s movement had been in-
vited to take part; he suggested the
group refused because it wants to
see how the vote plays out.

“If the elections results will be
beneficial, we will have another
chance to join the elections in the
coming phases, and if their re-
sults were bad it will be recorded
that we did not support the occu-
pation’s existence,” said Hassan
al-Zargani, al-Sadr’s representa-
tive in Beirut, Lebanon.

Al-Sadr’s movement, which
wields wide grassroots support
among impoverished and young
Shiites, has previously sent

Iraqi people gather near the remains of a car bomb Thursday in Mosul, Iraq. The bomb exploded in a crowded
market in this northern city and caused Iraqi casualties, the police and U.S. military said.

mixed messages about its role in
the country’s political process.
There were signs that while
al-Sadr and his top aides were not
participating, the list had support
of others of his followers.

The alliance includes the major
Shiite political parties, the Su-
preme Council for the Islamic
Revolution and the Islamic Dawa
Party. Both have strong links
with Iran, a Shiite but non-Arab
neighbor, something the Sadrists
often use to question their rivals’
Arab identity and commitment to
Iraq’s interests.

The election will be Iraqg’s first
popular vote since Saddam Hus-
sein’s ouster. Iraqis will choose a
275-member assembly that will
write a permanent constitution. If
adopted in a referendum next
year, the constitution would form
the legal basis for another gener-
al election to be held by Dec. 15,

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,281 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,001
died as a result of hostile action,
the Defense Department said.

The figures include three
military civilians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Wednesday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador. Hunga-
ry and Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,143 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

W No deav.hs reporl ed.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Cpl. In C. Kim, 23,
Warren, Mich.; died Tuesday
from a nonhostile vehicle inci-
dent in Iraq’s Anbar province;
assigned to 9th Communica-
tions Battalion, I Marine Expe-
ditionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

MW Army Pfc. Andrew M.
Ward, 25, Kirkland, Wash.;
died Sunday in Ramadi, Irag,
when his unit was attacked by
small arms fire; assigned to
the 44th Engineer Battalion,
2nd Infantry Division, Camp
Howze, South Korea.

Japan extends troops in Iraq a year

BY NATALIE OBIKO PEARSON
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan will keep its troops in Iraq for
another year, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi an-
nounced Thursday, arguing that extending the un-
popular mission — the military’s most dangerous
overseas deployment since World War IT — is a nec-
essary duty.

Koizumi said he had “no doubts” the mission was
essential to Iraq’s reconstruction and the security of
Japan, which depends closely on its top ally, the
United States.

“The Iraqis are trying to build a government with
their own hands. We must support this. The Self-De-
fense Forces are needed for this end,” he said in a
nationally televised address.

The prime minister, who staunchly backed the
U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, added, “Japan cannot en-
sure its peace and independence on its own.”

“We must not isolate the United States. We must
create an environment in which the United States
can cooperate with the world,” Koizumi said. About
50,000 U.S. troops are based in Japan under a securi-
ty treaty.

Koizumi spoke after the Cabinet voted to keep Ja-
pan’s 500 non-combat troops in southern Iraq to pu-
rify water and rebuild infrastructure. The troops

were sent to Iraq in January, the largest overseas
mission for Japan’s postwar milita

Opinion polls show about half of J: apanese citizens
oppose the deployment for fear they could be drawn
into the fighting. Other surveys have shown that
about 50 percent backed withdrawing the troops
when the current mission’s mandate expires next
week.

About 20 protesters gathered in front of parlia-
ment after the decision and submitted a written de-
'mand to Koizumi’s office that the troops be brought
home, said Tatsuya Yoshioka, director of Peace
Boat, an activist group.

“I's completely ridiculous and illogical,” Yoshio-
Ka said, maintaining the government was placing
more importance on the U.S.-Japanese alliance than
on the lives of Japanese citizens.

Plans for larger protests were under way for Dec.
14, the date the mission was set to expire.

Opposition leaders have opposed the dispatch, ar-
guing that the troops were deployed in a war zone
even &hough by law they were authorized only to op-
erate in a non-combat area. Critics also say the de-
ployment violates the spirit of Japan’s pacifist consti-
tution, which foreswears the use of force to settle in-
ternational disputes.

Katsuya Okada, head of the opposition Democrat-
ic Party, called the decision to extend the mission
“extremely regrettable.”

S. Korean parliament fails
to vote on troop deployment

The Associated Press

SEOUL — South Korea’s parlia-
ment on Thursday failed to vote
on the government’s plan to ex-
tend the deployment of 3,600
South Korean troops in Iraq for
another year.

The political logjam came a day
after President Roh Moo-hyun
made a surprise visit to northern
Iraq to cheer South Korean
troops helping rebuild the vio-
lence-wracked country.

About 80 lawmakers, most of
them members of Roh’s ruling
Uri Party, questioned the govern-
ment’s decision and called a
last-minute debate before the
299-member National Assembly
closed a regular session at mid-
night Thursday.

But the opposition boycotted
the session, and the debate never
took place.

The conservative opposition
Grand National Party supports ex-

tending the deployment but accus-
es the ruling party of being divid-
ed on the move, which is consid-
ered important for Seoul’s tradi-
tional alliance with Washington.

The Uri Party, which holds a
majority in the assembly, said it
would call an extraordinary par-
liamentary session later this
week or next week to approve the
government’s proposal.

Last month, the government de-
cided to extend the troop deploy-
ment in the Kurdish town of Irbil
until the end of 2005.

South Korea completed deploy-
ingts forces to Irbil last month, be-
coming the third-largest contribu-
tor of troops to the coalition after
the United States and Britain.

South Korea, a key ally of the
United States, has portrayed the
troop deployment as a way of
strengthening ties with Washing-
ton and winning U.S. support for a
peaceful end to the standoff over
North Korea’s nuclear activity.
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A typhoon victim is helped off a rescue helicopter by Red Cross

personnel at the Villamor

Base in Manila, Pl

pines, on Thursday.

The typhoons last week killed at least 842 people, and more than 750

are still missing.

4 saved from collapsed
building in Philippines

BY PAT ROQUE

The Associated Press

REAL, Philippines — Rescuers
pulled four survivors Thursday
from a building that collapsed in
mudslides 10 days ago, while the
death toll from devastating
storms in the Philippines’ north-
east rose to 842. More than 750
people are missing.

The four survived by drinking
“any kind of liquid that dripped”
through the rubble under which
they were buried, said Maria
Tamares, 49, who was rescued
along with her 3-year-old grand-
daughter and two 14-year-old
buys in Real, about 40 miles east
of Manila.,

Tamdres said a male relative
died beside her, pleading for
water, on the third day.

As rescue crews continued to

pick their way through debris, the
Office of Civil Defense raised the
number of confirmed deaths from
the storms by 102 to 842.

It said 751 people were still
‘missing.

“We felt like we were en-
tombed between heaven and
earth,” Tamares said. “There was
nothing but darkness. I thought
our time had come.”

‘Tamares and the others had ap-
parently been trapped in the
kitchen of a two-story building
that was buried under piles of
mud Nov. 29, when the worst of
two back-to-back storms battered
the region.

“We will continue our recovery
efforts until in our judgment
those that we have to recover
have all been recovered,” said the
military’s Chief of Staff Lt. Gen.
Efren Abu.
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Canada’s Supreme Court
says gay marriage legal

Legislature may pass national law early next year allowing act

BY BETH DUFF-BROWN
The Associated Press

TORONTO — In a landmark opinion, Canada’s
Supreme Court said Thursday that proposed legis-
lation allowing gay marriage is constitutional, but
the government cannot
force religious officials to
perform unions against
their beliefs.

The Liberal government
had sought the court’s opin-
ion, which is strictly adviso-
ry, as the House of Com-
mons determines whether
to legalize gay marriage at
a federal level. Judges in
six provinces and one terri-
tory have already allowed
same-sex marriage.

Canada would join Bel-
gium and the Netherlands
in allowing gay marriage if
the law is passed.

“Several centuries ago,
it would have been under-
stood that marriage be
available only to oppo-
site-sex couples,” the court
said in its opinion. “The
recognition of same-sex

Patrons in a Calgary bar listen Thursday to the
Supreme Court of Canada announcing its decision
oon same-sex marriage. Canada’s top court said
Ottawa has the authority to redefine marriage to
include same-sex couples.

to limit marriage to heterosexuals.

The gay marriage law needs the backing of at
least 155 legislators in the 308-seat House of Com-
mons to pass. It has the backing of the 38 Liberal
Cabinet members and is believed to be supported
by nearly all legislators in the Bloc Quebecois and

Ne¢ Democrat parties,
which have 54 and 19
seats.

Supporters now need
support from about half
the 95 Liberal backbench-
ers. However, there is
some dissent in the ranks.

“I do personally have a
problem with redefining
marriage and I'm sure
some of my colleagues do
as well,” said Liberal law-
maker Roy Cullen.

Public opinion in Cana-
da is evenly divided on the
matter, and both sides are
preparing for the next
phase of the battle.

“This is a victory for Ca-
nadian values,” said Alex-
ander Munster of Canadi-
ans for Equal Marriage.

Gordon Young, pastor of
the First Assembly of God Church in St. John’s,

marriage in several Canadian jurisdicti as well
as two European countries belies the assertion that
the same is true today.”

The legislation is expected to be introduced
early next year.

The federal Conservatives and even some Liber-
al lawmakers were expected to wage a bitter battle

as highly

“Tt's 2 sad day for our country.~ Young told CBC
television news.

“God is in the DNA of this nation. We believe
that changing the definition of marriage is chang-
ing the divine institution that God put in place for
the order of our society.”

Report: Japan’s ruling party approves
outline that eases arms export laws

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan’s ruling party
on Thursday endorsed a defense
outline that would relax the na-
tion’s arms export ban and allow
development and production of a
missile defense system with the
United States, Japanese media re-
ported.

The reported approval by the
ruling Liberal Democratic Par-
ty’s defense panel paves the way
for Friday’s Cabinet approval and
official announcement of the new
outline of Japan’s defense plan
for next fiscal year.

The LDP panel also approved a
3.7 percent cut in defense spend-
ing to a total of $233 billion for the
next five years, following an
agreement reached between the
defense and finance ministries,
Japanese newspapers reported.

A plan to trim the Ground
Self-Defense Force to 155,000 by
slashing 5,000 from the current
level was also approved.

The new guidelines call for an
easing of Japan’s arms exports
ban so that the nation can jointly
develop and produce a missile de-
fense system with the United
States, Kyodo News reported.

Japan in 1967 banned weapons

The new defense outline, which
covers a period from April 1,
2005, through March 31, 2009,
wears away at Japan’s postwar
policy to maintain a self-de-
fense-only military.

The outline singles out China
and North Korea as regional secu-
rity concerns, and calls for a
more assertive role by the mili-
tary with “prompt, mobile, multi-

K bloc na-
tions, countries under United Na-
tions arm 0S€ en-

and effective defense
" Kyodo said.

gaged in conflicts. The ban was
extended in 1976 to exports to all
foreign countries.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hi-
royuki Hosoda will make an offi-
cial  announcement  Friday,
Kyodo said. Both the LDP and the
Defense Agency refused to com-
ment on Thursday’s reports.

Japan has been reviewing its
defense policy amid threats from
possible terrorist attacks and
North Korea. The North has be-
come one of Tokyo's biggest secu-
rity worries; it test-fired a
long-range ballistic missile over
Japan in 1998 and has an active
nuclear weapons program.
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Marines arrive at consulate

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia — A team of U.S. Marines
has arrived in -a port to assist in security at
a U.S. Consulate that came under attack this week by
Islamic militants, an American Embassy official said
Thursday.

The anti-terrorism security team arrived Wednes-

day, embassy spokeswoman Carol Kalin said.

Such teams typically include 50 Marines and are ex-
pert in providing security and conducting raids in
urban areas, Marine officials in the United States
have said. The teams often are deployed in the after-
math of a terrorist attack.

From The Associated Press
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Congo death toll

DAKAR, Senegal — Six years
of continuing conflict in Congo
have claimed 3.8 million lives,
half of them children, with most
of them killed by disease and fam-
ine in the still largely cut-off east,
the International Rescue Commit-
tee said in a study released Thurs-
day.

The international association
for years has produced the most
widely used running estimate of
deaths in Congo, Africa’s third
largest nation.

More than 31,000 civilians con-
tinue to die monthly despite
peace deals reached by 2002, the
group says, citing mortality sur-
veys prepared with the assis
of on-site teams of physicians and
epidemiologists.

Pope’s Christmas tree

VATICAN CITY — The pope’s
Christmas tree arrived in St. Pe-
ter’s Square Thursday, after two
days of travel from the Alpine for-
ests of northern Italy.

The fir, more than a century
old and 105 feet tall, was given to
Pope John Paul II by the Trento
region in the Dolomites. The tree
was hauled up by crane and
placed next to the structure that
will house a life-sized nativity
scene.

The official hghlmg ceremony
is scheduled for Dec. 1.

The idea of a Chrlsm'ms tree in
St. Peter's Square also comes
from the Polish pope, who intro-
duced the first tree in 1982.

From The Associated Press.

The Associated Press

BELFAST, Northern Ireland — The Irish
Republican Army declared for the first time
Thursday that it's willing to get rid of its en-
tire weapons stockpile within weeks — but it
won't allow anybody to photograph the disar-
mament.

The outlawed IRA made its new offer of
speedy disarmament a day after the British
and Irish governments published a detailed
plan designed to revive a Catholic-Protestant
administration, the intended cornerstone of
the province’s Good Friday peace accord of
1998.

The two diametrically opposed forces that
would have to share power — the British Protes-
tants of the Democratic Unionist Party and the
Irish Catholics of Sinn Fein, the IRA-linked
party — agree they are close to a historic pact.

But just as the IRA’s longtime refusal to dis-
arm has wrecked previous power-sharing
pacts, its refusal to permit photos of its disar-
mament has become the deal-breaker this
time.

The IRA said Democratic Unionist leader
Ian Paisley “demanded that our contribution
be photographed, and reduced to an act of hu-
miliation. This was never possible.” But the
Democratic Unionists declared its readiness
for a protracted standoff if the IRA doesn’t
budge on permitting photos.

All sides agreed Thursday that the IRA’s lat-
est commitments represent a stunning ad-
vance from 1997, when the underground orga-
nization halted its 27-year campaign against
British rule, which left 1,800 dead and tens of
thousands injured.

At that time, IRA activists plastered walls

Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams speaks

to the media Thursday during a press
conference in West Belfast, Northern Ireland,
on the latest developments in the Northern
Ireland peace process.

with the defiant slogan “Not a bullet, not an
ounce.” This meant the IRA would cling to its
massive arsenal — largely supplied by Libya
in the mid-1980s and hidden in underground
bunkers — as its most valuable negotiating
card.

The IRA will allow two clergymen — one a
Catholic priest approved by Sinn Fein, the
other a Protestant nominated by the Demo-
cratic Unionists — to act as independent ob-

IRA agrees to disarm — but no photos

servers, another new commitment.

The IRA also moved closer to demands for
the group to fade away in a power-sharing
deal.

It said it would instruct its membership —
estimated at less than 1,000 people organized
in small units — “not to engage in any activity
which might thereby endanger that new
agreement.”

Sinn Fein chairman Mitchel McLaughlin
said Protestants instead must accept as suffi-
cient the IRA’s offer of independent witness-

es.

“The photographs have been ruled out and
we should just accept that as [being] a bridge
too far,” McLaughlin said.

But the Democratic Unionists declared its
readiness for a protracted standoff if the IRA
doesn’t budge on permitting photos.

“If there is going to be an impasse over de-
commissioning, then it could go on for a long
time,” said Democratic Unionist negotiator
Jeffrey Donaldson. “Republicans are going to
have to revise their position.”

The British and Irish governments agreed
that IRA disarmament must be sufficiently
“transparent” for the public, particularly the
Protestant majority, to support power-sharing
with Sinn Fein.

Britain’s governor for Northern Ireland,
Paul Murphy, said he understood Sinn
Fein-IRA worries that Paisley could use pho-
tos to rub the movement’s nose in surrender
claims.

“At the same time,” Murphy said, “unless
we are able to give confidence to people
throughout the whole of Northern Ireland that
decommissioning has happened, then this sim-
ply isn’t going to work.”

China builds memorial to lab animals

BEIJING — China has unveiled a monument to the unknown mouse.

‘The memorial stone at the Animal Research Institute in Beijing hon-
ors the mice, guinea pigs, rabbits and rhesus monkeys that have died
in the race to develop a vaccine for SARS.

The stone slab in the institute courtyard is etched with three Chi-
“A stone to comfort the departed souls,” Wan
Zijun, administrator of the China Academy of Medical Sciences, said.

Wan could not say how many animals were killed in the develop-
ment of the vaccine for severe acute respiratory syndrome.

nese characters meaning

From The Associated Press.
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5 dead after shootings at Ohio concert

Heavy metal guitarist ‘Dimebag’ Darrell Abbott among those killed

%

People hug in the parking lot following
shooting at the Alrosa Villa nightclub in
Columbus, Ohio, on Wednesday.

BY JAY COHEN
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A gunman charged
onstage at a nightclub and opened fire on
the band and crowd, killing top heavy
metal guitarist “Dimebag” Darrell Abbott
and three other people before a police offic-
er shot him to death, authorities said.

The gunman had a hostage in a headlock
and appeared to be preparing to kill him
when the officer hit him in the face with a
rifle, a witness and police spokesman Sgt.
Brent Mull said. The hostage escaped unin-
jured, Mull said.

Two other people were hospitalized. Po-
lice said one was in intensive care and the
other was stable.

Police identified the gunman as Nathan
Gale, 25, of Marysville, 25 miles northwest
of Columbus. Police said they had no infor-
mation on a motive or any connection to Ab-
bott or his band, the Texas-based group
Damageplan.

Damageplan had just begun its first song
at Alrosa Villa club Wednesday night when
the gunman climbed onstage, started yell-
ing and shot Abbott five or six times at

Coast Guard chopper
on rescue mission
goes down off Alaska

BY MATT VOLZ

The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A
Coast Guard rescue helicopter

Copter crashes in
Bering Sea

point-blank range, witness Chris Couch

said.
Mull said the gunman’s exact statement
was unclear because
of the loud music. He
said some witnesses re-
ported hearing an ac-
cusation about Abbott
breaking up  his
former band, thrash-
rock pioneer Pantera,
but police could not
confirm whether the
speaker was the gun-
man or a fan.

Police believe there
were earlier threats
against the band, Mull
said. He declined to give specifics.

Witnesses said the man, who was wear-
ing a Columbus Blue Jackets hockey jersey
over a hooded sweat shirt, jumped an 8-foot
wooden fence and was being followed
through the crowd by club security

After firing on the guitarist, the
shot a bouncer who had pulled him off &he
musician, while fans surged toward the

Abbott

exit, said Couch, 22. The gunman then fired
into the crowd of more than 250 people,
Mull said.

Mull said Officer James D. Niggemeyer,
patrolling nearby, arrived within two min-
utes of hearing the call. Niggemeyer, 31,
saw one person lying dead and the suspect
holding onto another “pretty much in a
headlock,” Mull said.

He said the hostage, “probably a fan,
maybe someone who worked with the
band,” was able to maneuver out of the way
before the officer fired.

Besides Abbott and Gale, police identi-
fied the dead as Nathan Bray, 23; Erin
Halk, 29, and Jeff Thompson, 40.

Couch said he believed the shooter had a
plan. “It was definitely a grudge. It was
against something,” he said.

Mull said he believed there was amateur
video that officers could view for clues but
that police had no answers yet. “We may
never know a motive for this, unless he left
anote,” Mull said.

Gale has a minor police record in Marys-
ville, said Police Chief Floyd Golden. He
was pulled over for driving with a suspend-
ed license last month.

Your
photos
appear
here!
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ferrying crew members from a
stranded freighter crashed in the
Bering Sea, leaving six people
missing in the rough and frigid
waters. The ship they left behind
ran aground and split apart.

The other four on the helicop-
ter — three Coast Guard person-
nel and one crewmember — were
picked up by another helicopter
participating in the rescue, the
Coast Guard said. They were
taken to Dutch Harbor on nearby
Unalaska Island for medical treat-
ment.

There was no immediate word
of their condition.

The freighter is owned by Sin-
gapore-based IMC Group and is

i under a i

A Coast Guard helicopter with 10
people aboard crashed into the
Bering Sea while airlifting crew
from a freighter grounded on
Unalaska Island. Six people were
unaccounted for.
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flag. Its crew was Filipino and In-
dian, the Coast Guard said.

Two other people who had
stayed behind on the ship were
rescued separately, as were 18
other crewmembers taken off the
ship earlier.

The Coast Guard had been
struggling to help the 738-foot
freighter, the Selendang Ayu,
since Tuesday when it began drift-
ing after its main engine broke
down. But 25-foot swells and
30-knot winds hampered efforts.

Coast Guard Chief Petty Offic-
er Roger Wetherell said the
search was continuing early
Thursday for the six missing. The
water temperature was about 43
degrees Fahrenheit and the
waves were as high as 20 feet.

After daybreak a plane and two

will be to
join the search, Wetherell said.

“The survival time is right
around three hours in those condi-
tions,” Rear Adm. James Olson,
commander of the Coast Guard in
Alaska, said earlier. “We'll
search as long as we can be effec-
tive throughout the night.”

Olson said he did not know
whether the crewmembers were
wearing survival gear.

The cause of the crash was not
known.

The Selendang Ayu is a sin-
gle-deck bulk carrier built in
China in 1998. It is owned by IMC
Transworld, a subsidiary of IMC

roup.

Company representatives are
in Dutch Harbor and have met
with Coast Guard officials, Olson
said.
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Bush taps new Veterans Affairs chief

Housing, Interior, Labor and Transportation secretaries to stay

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush announced on Thursday
that Jim Nicholson, former chair-
man of the Republican National
Committee and current U.S. am-
bassador to the Vatican, is his
choice as the next secretary of the
Veterans Affairs Department.

Veterans Secretary Anthony
Principi on Wednesday became
the ninth member of Bush’s
15-person Cabinet to leave.
Nicholson, chosen to replace him,
is a decorated Vietnam veteran.

Bush has also asked the secre-
taries of the Transportation,
Labor, Interior and Housing de
partments to remain. They have
all agreed, completing decisions
about which Cabinet members
will stay for his second term.

Bush spoke with the four Cabi-
net secretaries — Transportation
Secretary Norman Mineta, Interi-
or Secretary Gale Norton, Hous-
ing and Urban Development Sec-
retary Alphonso Jackson and
Labor Secretary Elaine Chao —
to secure their decisions to re-
main in the Cabinet, White House
press secretary Scott McClellan
said.

In the brief Roosevelt Room an-
nouncement ceremony, Bush de-
scribed Nicholson as “a patriot, a

AP

President Bush, right, introduced Jim Nicholson, his choice to replace
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi, Thursday in the
Roosevelt Room of the White House. Nlchnlson, once chairman

of the National

to the Vatican.

man of deep conviction who has
answer his country's call many
timy

Nlchnlsnn stood at his side,
with his wife and two of their chil-
dren looking on.

“When I think of growing up
dirt poor in a tenant house with-
out plumbing and sometimes
without food, I marvel at Ameri-
ca, that the boy from Struble,
Towa, may serve in the presi-

dent’s Cabinet. How could this
be?” Nicholson said.

“For me, it is because of the op-
portunities my country gave me
as a cadet at West Point and as a
soldier. These experiences have
defined my life.”

The White House had an-
nounced Wednesday that Trea-
sury Secretary John Snow would
remain in his post.

Bush still must fill the top jobs

The Associated Press

Text of the resignation letter,
dated Nov. 16, from Veterans Af-
fairs Secretary Anthony Principi
to President Bush, as released
by the White House:

Dear Mr. President: Under
your leadership and the in-
creased budgets you proposed,
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the veterans we serve
have enjoyed dramatic increas-
es in access to quality health
care and transforming improve-
ments in the delivery of benefits
and services.

I have unbounded gratitude
for the confidence you dis-

Principi’s resignation letter

played in entrusting me with
stewardship of your commit-
ment to the men and women
who now wear, or once wore,
the uniforms of America’s
armed forces. I am deeply hon-
ored by the opportunity to serve
you and your Administration.

However, after four years ded-
icated to a profoundly important
mission and a Department I
love, it is now time for me to
move on to fresh opportunities
and different challenges.

1 am, therefore, submitting
my resignation as Secretary, ef-
fective upon confirmation of a
successor.

Very Respectfully,

Anthony J. Principi

at the Energy and Health and
Human Services departments.
McClellan said Thursday he
would not speculate on who
would take those jobs.

Energy chief Spencer Abra-
ham announced his resignation
on Nov. 15, which suggests the
White House has had difficulty
finding a replacement.

Medicare chief Mark McClel-
lan, who also has served as com-
missioner of the Food and Drug
Administration and is the brother

of Scott McClellan — is consid-
ered to be Bush’s top choice to re-
place Secretary Tommy Thomp-
son at Health and Human Servic-
es.

The amount of changeover in
Bush'’s Cabinet is on the high side
for a second-term president. Pres-
idents Clinton and Reagan saw
seven Cabinet seats change
hands after they won new terms,
President Nixon nine and Presi-
dents Truman and Lyndon
Johnson four each.

The many faces of ‘dude’: Linguist defines slang

BY MIKE CRISSEY
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Dude, you've
got to read this.

A linguist from the University
of Pittsburgh has published a
scholarly paper deconstructing
and deciphering the word
“dude,” contending it is much
more than a catchall for lazy, inar-
ticulate surfers, skaters, slackers
and teenagers.

An admitted dude-user during
his college years, Scott Kiesling
said the four-letter word has
many uses: in greetings (“What's
up, dude?”); as an exclamation
(“Whoa, Dude!”); commiseration

(“Dude, I'm so sorry”); to one-up
someone (“That's so lame,
dude”); as well as agreement, sur-
prise and disgust (“Dude!”).

Kiesling says in the fall edition
of American Speech that the
word derives its power from
something he calls cool solidarity
— an effortless kinship that’s not
too intimate.

Cool solidarity is especially im-
portant to young men who are
under social pressure to be close
with other young men, but not
enough to be suspected as gay.

In other words: Close, dude,
but not that close.

“It’s like “man” or “buddy”;

there is often this male-male ad-
dressed term that says, ‘U'm your
friend
not

more

much
than

search focus-
es on lan-
guage  and
masculinity.
To decode
the word’s

Kiesling

meaning, Kiesling listened to con-
versations with fraternity mem-
bers he taped in 1993. He also

had undergraduate students in so-
ciolinguistics classes in 2001 and
2002 write down the first 20 times
they heard “dude” and who said it
during a three-day period.

He found the word taps into
nonconformity and a new Ameri-
can image of leisurely success.

Anecdotally, men were the pre-
dominant users of the word, but
‘women sometimes call each other
dudes.

Less frequently, men will call
women dudes and vice versa. But
that comes with some rules, ac-
cording to self-reporting from stu-
dents in a 2002 language and gen-
der class included in the paper.

“Men report that they use dude
with women with whom they are
close friends, but not with women
with whom they are intimate,” ac-
cording to the study.

His students also reported that
they were least likely to use the
word with parents, bosses and
professors.

Historically, dude ongmally
meant “old rags” — a “dudes-
man” was a scarecrow. In the late
1800s, a “dude” was akin to a
“dandy,” a meticulously dressed
man, especially out West. It be-
came “cool” in the 1930s and
1940s, according to Kiesling.
Dude began its rise in the teenage
lexicon with the 1981 movie “Fast
Times at Ridgemont High.”

No lighters in plane cabins

WASHINGTON — Passengers already
are barred from smoking on commercial
airline flights in the United States. Now
they won’t be allowed to bring their bu-
tane lighters on board, either.

part of the mtelllgence reform bill
passed Wednesday, Congress added the
lighters to the long list of items, including
scissors and box cutters, that passengers
are barred from carrying on to planes. The
ban does not apply to checked luggage.

Matches still are allowed.

Dorgan cited FBI reports that would-be
“shoe-bomber” Richard Reid would have
been able to ignite his explosive three
years ago if he’d brought a butane lighter.

The ban takes effect 60 days after Presi-
dent Bush signs the intelligence reform
bill into law.

From The Associated Press

Bush rules out tax increase for Social Security

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush on
Thursday flatly ruled out raising payroll
taxes to ensure the solvency of Social Se-
curity as he began a push for historic
changes in the retirement program.

Bush renewed his call for legislation
that would let workers create private re-
tirement accounts within the govern-
ment-run program.

“We will not raise payroll taxes to solve
this problem,” Bush said as he met in the
Oval Office with a panel of advisers on
the Social Security issue.

Bush sidestepped questions about
whether the nation can afford to borrow

in order to confront a shortfall in the tril-
lions of dollars.

“I will not prejudge any solution,”
Bush said.

At a time of record deficits, estimates
of the money needed range from $1 tril-
lion to $2 trillion or more over a decade.
Bush said the total unfunded liability is
$11 trillion.

“Does this country have the will to ad-
dress this problem? I think it must,” Bush
said, sitting next to Treasury Secretary
John Snow and the members of his panel.

“There is a recognition among the ex-
perts that we have a problem, and the
problem is America is getting older and
that there are fewer to pay into the sys-

tem to support a baby boomer generation
which is about to retire,” Bush said. “We
have a responsibility to solve problems
before they become acute.”

The call for private accounts is the
most controversial element of Bush’s vi-
sion for a remodeled Social Security. Ad-
ministration officials had signaled previ-
ously that they were leaning toward bor-
rowing to finance the changes, rather
than raising taxes.

A presidential commission in 2001 pro-
posed allowing individuals to place up to
2 percent of their payroll into a private ac-
count to be invested for retirement. Any
such plan depends on a large infusion of
cash to replace the tax money that would
otherwise fund the government benefits.
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Heavenly
reward for
lotto winner

$27M jackpot goes
to owner of cemetery
for abandoned infants

BY GILLIAN FLACCUS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — All too often, the ring
of Debi Faris-Cifelli’s cell phone means
there is another abandoned newborn at the
morgue, another forsaken child for her to
name and bury in a shoebox-size coffin
under a white cross in the California desert.

Last week, though, Faris-Cifelli — who
has had to rely on donations, grants and
fund-raisers to give babies a decent burial —
got a very different call.

She had won the California lottery.

The jackpot: $27 million.

“Maybe it's the children saying, ‘Thank
you' for taking care of them when nobody
else would,” Faris-Cifelli said, bubbling with
laughter. “I’s a gift and one for which we
feel an awesome responsibility.”

The money could not come at a better
time for Faris-Cifelli and her Garden of An-
gels, the tiny cemetery in the town of Calim
sa where she has buried dozens of tiny chil-
dren whose mothers didn’t hear — or didn’
care — about California’s safe-haven law.

Under the 2001 law, parents have three
days to abandon infants without fear of pros-
ecution. California is one of 46 states with
such a law.

Faris-Cifelli helped win passage of the law
and has made it her life’s work to spread the
word that scared and confused parents
should drop their newborns at firehouses
and hospitals — not in trash cans and alleys.
She lobbies in states without such laws, talks
to teens and police and has attended 12 trials
of mothers accused of abandoning their in-
fants. She also lays the dead to rest.

Debi Faris-Cifelli and her husband, Steve, won the California SuperLotto Plus jackpot,

worth $27

jon, last Saturday night in Calimesa, Calif. Debi Faris-

Garden of Angels cemetery, where she provides burial for abandoned infants.

Faris-Cifelli, 49, does all that with just a
three-person staff and $172,000 annual bud-
get covered by donations, grants, car washes
and bake sales.

Now the deeply religious mother and her
high school counselor husband, Steve, will
receive an after-tax lump sum of nearly $9
‘million. Some of the winnings will go to the
couple’s seven children, most to her cru-
sade.

It was only the third time she and her hus-
band had played the lottery.

Since the safe-haven law went into effect
four years ago, only 67 babies have been
safely surrendered in California. Faris-Cife-
1li has buried 70 babies since she began in
1996. Since the law was enacted, she has bur-
ied fewer each year — though no one knows
how many have died.

“This law does work, but it works when
there is some kind of campaign going along
with it,” Faris-Cifelli said. “It just hurts me
that we don’t talk about it until there’s a
baby who's lost its life.”

The state budgets about $1.5 million for
advertising — not enough to buy even one
statewide TV spot, according to Andrew
Roth, spokesman for the California Depart-
ment of Social Services.

When someone finds a dead baby in a

three-county area around Los Angeles, the
morgue knows to call Faris-Cifelli
Faris-Cifelli goes into the autopsy room
alone, where she wraps each infant in a
homemade quilt, cradles it and prays over it.
She gives each baby a first name that is en-
graved on the cross above the grave. At the
grave site, she releases dnzens of doves
under the shade of a mulber

Babies whose remains go unclalmed are
cremated, and their ashes placed in a small
cardboard box and saved for three years be-
fore being put in an unmarked grave with
other John and Jane Does.

Faris-Cifelli and her husband are full of
ideas of how to spend their new fortune: 140
annual scholarships named after abandoned
babies, more efforts to educate the public,
and possibly a shelter for pregnant teens.

“If the liftle kids up there are dancing in
heaven and are happy for us, then that's the
way it should be,” Steve  Cifelli sald
“They're saying, ‘We want you to do more,’
and we're going to do it.”

Karen Moan of Victorville, who adopted
one of the first babies surrendered under
the safe-haven law, sees more than coinci-
dence in her friend’s good fortune.

“Everybody wants o win the lottery, but
she truly deserves to win,” Moan said. “It
seems like it was meant to be.”

Court helps
get homeless
back on feet

BY MICHELLE MORGANTE
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — In this courtroom, there is
no witness box, no raised bench for the
judge. The lawyers and clerks sort through
files at folding tables, while dozens of defen-
dants sit in stackable chairs.

Homeless court is now in session at the St.
Vincent de Paul shelter. The public defend-
er tries to put everyone at ease: “There’s one
assurance: Nobody goes into custody today.”

The idea of this court and others like it is
to help the homeless clear misdemeanor of-
fenses from their record that, if left unre-
solved, can make them ineligible for govern-
ment aid or driver’s licenses — a major bar-
rier to a normal life.

Launched at the request of homeless veter-
ans 15 years ago, the San Diego program has
grown into a model for cities across Califor-
nia and beyor

Homeless men and women are often ar-
rested or ticketed for such offenses as sleep-
ing on the sidewalk, drinking or urinating in
public, and riding mass transit without pay-
ing. The infractions become increasingly se-
rious when fines go unpaid or defendants
fail to appear in court. An outstanding war-
rant or unresolved misdemeanor charges
can make homeless people ineligible for cer-
tain housing programs or job training.

Homeless cannot participate unless they
have been referred to the court by a shelter
where they have completed recovery and
self-help programs.

Participation in alcohol and drug counsel-
ing, job training and other programs is cred-
ited toward their penalty, meaning nearly ev-
eryone has their case dismissed and fines

cleared.

For Donna Jones, a 57-year-old former
live-in aid worker, the San Diego court ses-
sion will let her qualify again for a driver’s li-
cense. She slipped into homelessness earlier
this year after her jobs dried up and she sold
her car to pay a bill. During the slide, a tick-
et for illegal use of a car pool lane, com-
pounded by her lapsed car insurance, Tesult-
ed in an arrest warrant.

The St. Vincent de Paul shelter is helping
her get new job skills and build a savings ac-
count. With her new training and a driver’s
license, Jones expects to rebound.

Radio readers seeking additional funds

Broadcasts make newspapers, books, ads available to blind listeners

BY JENNIFER C. YATES
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Nancy Leverett
wasn’t born blind, but she has spent most
of her 51 years with limited vision. Still,
she manages to keep up with the world out-
side her view, all thanks to a special radio
receiver she keeps in her kitchen.

Leverett is one of thousands of people
across the country who rely on close-cir-
cuit radio services to get newspapers, mag-
azines, books and even the latest grocery
ads read to them.

“I can’t just sit in the doctor’s office and
pick up the latest woman's magazine and
see what's going on,” said Leverett, who
lives in the Pittsburgh suburb of Mount
Lebanon.

She listens to the 18-year-old Pennsylva-
nia-based Radio Information Service,
which serves about 1,000 people, charging
subscribers $20 a year. The service, with
about 250 volunteers, nearly closed last
‘month after its funding almost dried up.

With government cash becoming harder

to get, nonprofit radio reading groups
across the nation are finding they need to
be creative to stay on the air.

Thanks to several donors, the Pittsburgh
service now has enough money until the
end of January, said Executive Director
Laurie Anderson. But the group is looking
to form a long-term partnership with a uni-
versity or other group to offset costs, in-
cluding the space it rents.

“It got harder for all nonprofits. It’s real-
ly forcing us into looking at what we do,”
Anderson said. “In some ways, I think this
is a good thing. We were hoping to do a
long-range planning process and this has
really accelerated things.”

Radio reading services are typically
staffed by volunteers and broadcast on a
subcarrier channel of an FM radio station.
Listeners must have a special, pre-tuned
radio receiver to pick up the broadcast.

According to the International Associa-
tion of Audio Information Services — a
group of independently operated reading
services — more than 1 million Americans
over 40 are blind and 2.4 million are visual-

ly impaired. And there are dozens of other
health and cognitive conditions, from dys-
lexia to macular degeneration to Parkin-
son’s disease, that affect a person’s ability
to read.

The radio services are vital, listeners
and operators say, because they can
present information over the radio that vi-
sually impaired people can’t get anywhere
else.

Some telephone call-in services or com-
puter-based programs are available for the
visually impaired, but those services are
often impractical or too expensive.

In Pittsburgh, Joyce Driben has been lis-
tening to a radio reading service since
1990. Blind since birth, the 63-year-old
former social worker said the reading of
the local newspapers, including the gro-
cery store ads, are especially helpful.

“As a blind person, when I go into the
store and I need assistance, they’re not
going to have time to go up and down every
aisle and tell me what they’ve got,” Driben
said. “It allows me to be far more indepen-
dent. I like the idea of being able to do what
1 want, when I want.”

AP

Tracy O'Neill, a reader at Radio Information
Services, reads over the newspaper before
a live broadcast last month in Pittsburgh.
The service broadcasts the reading of
newspapers, magazines, and current
advertisements to the visually impaired.
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Parking enforcement agent Mary Moore accepts a toy Wednesday at a

parking violations line at City Hall in Boston. To help boost donations to
the U.S. Marines Toys for Tots campaign, the city allows people to settle
their parking debts with toys of equal or greater value than their tickets.

Parking violations
turn into bonanza
for Toys for Tots

Toys as good as money for paying tickets

BY KAREN TESTA
The Associated Press

BOSTON — For a limited time,
the city of Boston is accepting a
new form of payment for parking
tickets: Cabbage Patch Kids, Mor-
phibians, even Mega Blocks.

To help boost donations to the
Marine Corps Toys for Tots cam-
paign, city officials are allowing
motorists to pay their fines with
toys equal in value to the amount
owed. Offenders must produce a
sales receipt.

Marcia Harris showed up at
City Hall on Wednesday with
stuffed animals, a yo-yo and other
toys to pay off her $36 violation
for an expired meter.

She said she was initially irritat-
ed to get a ticket just “20 sec-
onds” after her meter ran out.
The meter maid handed her a
piece of paper informing her of
the offer.

“I thought the paper would say
1 could go protest at City Hall,”
Harris said. “This was much bet-
ter. I would spend two-for-one; T
think this is such a great idea.”

Tickets issued Dec. 1,2 or 3 are
eligible for the program, exclud-

ing those issued for public safety
reasons, such as parking in front
of a handicap ramp, in a cross-
walk or in a fire lane. The city is
accepting toys until Friday.

“I think it should go longer —
‘maybe any ticket in December,”
said Theresa Labriola, who set-
tled a $20 violation for an expired
inspection  sticker with two
Groovy Girl dolls. “It just takes 10
minutes out of your day, and it
makes you feel better about get-
ting a ticket.”

Zoinks!, a toy store in Faneuil
Hall, just across the street from
City Hall, is offering a 15 percent
discount to customers who show
a Boston parking ticket.

Marine Sgt. Maj. Rudy Wieners
said he knew of no other city in
the country that offers a similar
ticket exchange to benefit Toys
for Tots.

Boston has been running the
program since 1999.

“These toys go to needy kids.
And it's bad enough to get a tick-
et, but at least you feel the money
is going to something that means
something rather than being
thrown in a big pot up there in
Boston,” he said.

After stroke, Clark ‘hopeful’
he’ll help brmg in new year

BY DEREK ROSE
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — Dick Clark was
in the hospital recovering from a
mild stroke Wednesday, still hope-
ful he would make it to Times
Square for his New Year’s Eve
special.

The 75-year-old entertainment
legend suffered the stroke Mon-
day and was recuperating at an
undisclosed Los Angeles-area hos-
pital, his spokesman said.

“The doctors tell me I should
be back in the swing of things be-
fore too long, so I'm hopeful to be
able to make it to Times Square to
help lead the country in bringing
in the new year once again,”
Clark said in a statement.

The “American Bandstand” pio-
neer is scheduled to host “Dick
Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve
2005” on ABC for what would be
the 33rd consecutive year.

Clark’s spokesman, Paul She-
frin, called the stroke mild but de-
clined to say whether his speech
had been affected.

“The question in my mind is,
does he have any speech defi-
cits?” said Dr. Albert Favate, a
neurologist at St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal in New York City.

If so — or if Clark has suffered
facial disfigurement or has trou-
ble standing — the three weeks
until New Year’s Eve might not
be sufficient time to recover, Fa-
vate said.

Clark’s Dec. 31 special airs on
ABC but is independently pro-
duced by his production compa-
ny, which also makes the NBC
drama “American Dreams.”

“Our thoughts and prayers are
with Dick,” said Jeff Zucker, pres-
ident of NBC Universal Televi-
sion Group.

Clark made his name after
“Bandstand” went national in the
late 1950s, and he began hosting
the New Year's Eve special to
ring in 1972.

“I had no idea I'd be standing
out there 30 years,” Clark told the
New York Daily News in 2001. “I
always look forward to it. It's an
occasion ... and for New Yorkers
it’s part of everyone’s life.”

Dick Clark at last year's New

Year's celebrations in Times

Square, New York. Clark was
i

hospitalized this week after
suffering a mild stroke.

Martha Stewart to return

to television after jail time

BY DAVID BAUDER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Martha Stewart may still be in the
clink, but it appears there’s no caging her appeal as
television’s domestic diva.

Stewart will revive her daily homemaking show
next S it was
this time before a live audience, with oelebrlty
guests and the help of “The Apprentice” producer
Mark Burnett.

Stewart, not allowed to conduct business in pris-
on, was not involved in the deal with NBC Universal
to syndicate the show but is “very pleased,” said
Susan Lyne, president of Martha Stewart Living
Omnimedia.

NBC-owned stations in 14 major cities have al-
ready agreed to air the daytime show, and deals will
be sought in other cities.

“Millions of people feel that Martha got a raw
deal,” Burnett said. “America loves comeback sto-

Stewart and her former stockbroker were convict-
ed in March of lying to investigators about why she

sold ImClone Systems Inc. stock in 2001. Stewart,
who's appealing her conviction, is serving a
five-month sentence at a minimum-security federal
prison for women in Alderson, W.Va. She’ll be re-
leased in March.

For five months after that, she will be fitted with
an ankle bracelet and confined to her Bedford, N.Y.,
estate, but allowed to conduct business for 48 hours
aweek.

Her old show, “Martha Stewart Living,” was put
on hiatus last summer after its 11th season. She will
tread familiar territory on the yet-to-be-titled new
show, including cooking, entertaining, decorating
and home renovation.

Burnett said he watched several hours of outtakes
from “Martha Stewart Living” and often found them
more entertaining and reflective of her personality
than the show itself. Interaction with a studio audi-
ence and guests will add a new element to what she
does, he said.

Judg\ng by celebrities who turned out at Stewart’s
trial to offer support — Rosie O’Donnell, Bill Cosby
and Brian Dennehy — Burnett said he expected
many to be willing to appear as guests.

tilator, a dialysis machine and

Vote costs job

NEW YORK — A Board of
Elections employee has been
fired for defying a supervisor’s
order and leaving her post to
vote on Election Day.

The board’s commissioners
voted Tuesday to fire Debra Full-
er, 65, who took a 40-minute
break to cast her vote. Fuller had
been a clerk at the board for 20

cars.

Fuller said she was within her
rights and vowed to take the case
to arbitration under the election
workers’ union, Local 1183 of the
Communications Workers of
America

Living-will death

ORLANDO, — A man
whose living w1ll led a hospital to
seek permission from a judge to
pull his life support died after
doctors removed his ventilator.

Hanford L. Pinette, 73,
stopped breathing less than two
hours after doctors removed the
mechanical breathing apparatus
at Lucerne Hospital on Wednes-
day, said his wife, Alice Pinette.

Orlando Regional Healthcare
System Inc. said the military vet-
eran was in a terminal state,
could not make decisions for him-
self and was unlikely to recover.
He was being kept alive by a ven-

medication.

Seat belt ruling

WASHINGTON — All passen-
ger vehicles sold in the United
States must have shoulder and
lap belts in the rear center seat
by the 2008 model year under a
federal rule issued Wednesday.

Three out of four new passen-
ger cars already have the belts,
but only half of pickups and
sport utility vehicles do.

NHTSA estimates the rule will
save up to 23 lives and prevent
up to 495 injuries each year.

From wire reports
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Living

the lyrics

Alison Krauss feels kinship with
music after 20 years of bluegrass

BY JOHN GEROME
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — For many enter-
tainers, growing older is a liability and age is
best kept a secret.

Not for Alison Krauss.

The 33-year-old says the years help deep-
en the well she draws from to sing about
other people’s lives.

“I think the older I get, the more I'm able
to relate to the songs I'm singing,” she says.
“T've been doing this since I was a leenager,
and I had a very nice childhood. [But] you're
not going to sound like you've lived much if
you haven't.”

Last month, she and her bluegrass band
Union Station released their latest album,
“Lonely Runs Both Ways.”

Krauss describes it as their most emotion-
al work yet, with songs that explore transi-
tion (“Goodbye Is All We Have”); lost love
and loneliness (“Borderline™); and spirituali-
ty (“A Living Prayer”).

er somber, breathy vocals come across
like a gray November day on the Gillian
Welch/David ~ Rawlings  composition
“Wouldn’t Be So Bad” and on other ballads
such as “Doesn’t Have to Be This Way” and
“If I Didn’t Know Any Better.”
The album’s title is taken from the lyrics
o “Borderline,” and it sets the tone: “So
you're on your own / Looking down the road
J That goes only by one name / And you don’t
need the signs / To see lonely still runs both
ways.”

Krauss’ band keeps things from getting
too morose. There’s the uptempo Jerry Dou-
glas-penned instrumental  “Unionhouse
Branch” and Dan Tyminski’s twangy deliv-
ery on covers of Woody Guthrie’s “Pastures
of Plenty” and Del McCoury’s “Rain, Rain
Go Away.”

Ron Block sings on the self-penned “I
Don’t Have to Live this Way.”

Four of the 15 songs were written by
Krauss’ friend Robert Lee Castleman, a

former truck driver whose “The Lucky
One,” “Let Me Touch You for Awhile,” and
“Forget About It” were previously popular-
ized by Krauss.

“They all sound like classics but they
don’t sound like anything else, which doesn’t
make any sense,” Krauss said of Castle-
man’s work. “But the next time the chorus
comes around you know it. And you think
you've known it your whole life.”

Krauss spoke at her management office
while her 5-year-old son, Sam, played in the
next room. She was dressed casually in
denim overalls and a T-shirt with her hair
pulled up and wearing little makeup — more
like a busy mom than a superstar singer
who’s won more Grammys than any female
artist (17, one more than Aretha

“He goes with me everywhere, and that's
awesome,” she says of Sam. “I thought ‘Oh
my God, how lucky I am that I can do that.” "

Krauss grew up a fan of classic rock
bands like AC/DC and Aerosmith in Cham-
paign, I1L, about 140 miles south of Chicago,
and began playing violin at her mother’s sug-
gestion.

“My mom and dad wanted to put my broth-
er and I in everything — art classes, sports.
One of the things we were going to do is take
an instrument for five years, and she chose
the violin for me because my brother had
the piano already. They bought me a book,
and I listened to records. I made a tape of
whatever song T Wamed to learn and would
play it like 35 tis

She soon was wmmng ribbons and tro-
phies at bluegrass fiddle contests. She began
performing in a bluegrass group when she
was only 12, and by 16 released her first
album, “Too Late to Cry.”

As well as anyone, Union Station has man-
aged to stay true to its bluegrass roots while
appealing to country and even pop listeners.

They've recorded the traditional “Down
to the River to Pray” and Ralph Stanley’s
“Heaven’s Bright Shore” as well as Bad

AP

Bluegrass musician Alison Krauss performs on the fiddle with her band Union Station at
the FleetBoston Pavilion in Boston in this May 31 photo.

Company’s “Oh, Atlanta” and the Allman
Brothers’ “Mldmght Rider.”

In the process, they've sold 7 million al-
bums — an extraordinary number for a blue-
grass band.

“They've turned a lot of people on to the
music and caused a lot of people to want to
g0 out and learn how to play,” said Dan
Hays, executive director of the International
Bluegrass Music Association.

Of their crossover appeal, Hays said: “T
don’t think they're purposely trying to make
‘music to appeal to a certain audience. I think
they're just making the best music they
know how to make and the music that’s in

their hearts. The music is what’s most impor-
tant to them. If it goes platinum, they’re all
the happler for it, but it’s not their motiva-
tion.”

While purists may scoff at the band’s in-
strumentation, choice of material or their
mass commercial success, Krauss doesn’t

worry.

“It’s not that I don’t think, ‘Oh we're going
to get nailed for that one,”because I think
about that, too,” she says. “But the people
that I want to impress are those guys I play
with every night. If they like the kind of
tunes I may bring to the table — and I know
Ron [Block] feels the same way — if they
like it, we're

Red carpet treatment for Jones Reynolds

There’s just no keeping Star Jones Reynolds off Holly-
wood’s red carpets.

Jones Reynolds will chat with nomi-
nees and guests as they arrive at the
Beverly Hilton when she hosts E! En-
tertainment Television’s ~ two-hour
“Live From the Red Carpet: The 2005
Golden Globe Awards” on Jan. 16.

“I have watched [the show] for
years as a fan,” she said in a state-
ment Tuesday. “To be able to partici-
pate in all the fun and excitement
now as the host is a dream come
true.

Jones Reynolds, who has a daytime
gig as a co-host of ABC’s “The View,”
first stepped on the carpet for E! in September at the
Emmy Awards.

She replaced Joan and Melissa Rivers after the moth-
er-daughter duo took their acerbic fashion commentary to
the TV Guide Channel in July.

Jones Reynolds married banker Al Reynolds in a
star-studded Park Avenue ceremony in New York last
month.

Jones Reynolds

Roberts richest of the rich

Julia Roberts is a mommy with big money.

The 37-year-old actress, who recently gave birth to
twins, tops The Hollywood Reporter’s annual list of the
highest-paid actresses. Her paycheck per film? $20 mil-
lion.

“Charlie’s Angels” star Cameron
Diaz, also with a $20 million price tag,
is ranked second because her face
was missing from the big screen this
year (though her voice was featured
in the animated “Shrek 2”).

Nicole Kidman, Reese Wither-
spoon and Drew B: ore, worth
$15 million each, filled the top five,
followed by Halle Berry ($14 mil-
lion), Sandra Bullock and Angelina
Jolie (both earning $12 million to $15
million per film), and Renee Zell-
weger and Jennifer Lopez ($12 mil-

Roberts

lion each).

The Women in Entertainment issue also includes a pay-
check tally of “Five Breakout Performers.” Kirsten Dunst
is No. 1 at $8 million, followed by Lindsay Lohan ($7.5 mil-
lion), Jessica Alba ($3 million), Mandy Moore ($3 million)

and Sarah Michelle Gellar ($2 million).

Casualties in ‘War of the Worlds’

A crew that was filming scenes for Steven Spielberg’s
“War of the Worlds,” based on H.G. Wells’ novel about an
invasion from outer space, lost a few extras in the Connect-
icut River last weekend.

Two adult-size mannequins got free and drifted south
down the river during filming on the riverbank in Wind-
sor, Conn., said Windsor police Lt. Sh-
annon I-[aynes.

Despite a search by the movie pro-
duction’s water safety crew, the man-
nequins weren't recovered, and other
police departments along the river-
front were alerted.

“We just wanted them to know that
if they got any calls about bodies float-
ing in the river,” Haynes said Mon-
day. “But we never heard anything
about them being found.”

Spielberg and star Tom Cruise shot
sequences across the state last week,
including several scenes at an old
chemical plant in Naugatuck.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press.

Spielberg.
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HITACHI

Inspire the Next

DZ-MV550A OPTICAL ZzoOM 18x

«1/4" CCD « External microphone jack

+ NTSC 680k/moving: 340k, still:340k pixels + PC connecting terminal USB 2.0 (480Mbps)
+ 2.5" Golor LGD monitor + 57mm wide

+0.44" Color view finder And more!

- DVD video and SD/MMC Memory card recording 4 6. "

+ (XTRAG-10MbpS/FINE:6Mbps/STO:3Mbps); 109 recording mode
JPEG (640x480,DPOF compat) feature is not available

« AV In/output with DZ-MV550A

DV
DZ-MV580A

«1/4' CCD

+ NTSC 1.02M/moving: 400k, stll:960k pixels

+ 2.5" Color LCD monitor

+0.44" Color view finder

+ DVD video and SD/MMC Memory card recording

+ (XTRA:3-10Mbps/FINE:6Mbps/STD:3Mbps);
JPEG (1280x960,DPOF compat)

« AV In/output

+ External microphone jack

* PG connecting terminal USB 2.0(480Mbps) Getical E: feature
+ 60mm wide S_no available
And more! with DZ-MV580A

Goodbye video tapes!

= 1] = - = = =

Hitachi's DVDCAM is leading the revolution in home movies

I Record right away. Watch right away. I Easy use SD memory card I Fast Upload & Download
Edit right away.

With no tapes to rewind or forward, you can record and  Just record onto the SD memory card and take it Upload and download to your PC

playback instantly! The DVDCAM comes with features that  to a PC, printer and TV with SD memory card  quickly and easily with USB 2.0 Hi

let you edit your movie immediately after you record it! capability for easy viewing and printing Speed (480Mbps)

16:9 recordlng mode on DVD-RAM Disc

DVD-Rs and DVD-RAMs also available at same AAFES stores

--— _ ™
-A_
aafes.oom...open all the time!
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Customers getting the hang of plasma TVs

Retailers expect t

o at least double

sales of high-end television sets

BY JOSHUA FREED
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Hanging
stockings by the chimney with
care? Retailers hope that St.
Nicholas soon will be there — to
hang a 42-inch plasma-screen
TV.

As prices drop for high-end
televisions, sales are leaping.

Retailers expect to sell twice
as many plasma-screen televi-
sions and three times as many
LCD televisions this year, ac-
cording to the Consumer Elec-
tronics Association.

And with new sellers such as
Dell Inc. and Wal-Mart Stores
Inc. now in the market, retailers
are looking for new ways to dif-
ferentiate themselves.

Dell and some other sellers
will deliver a TV free of shipping
charges. Wal-Mart, competing
on price, offers a 42-inch plasma
TV for $2,000 at many of its
stores, about $1,000 less than
many other sellers. Many Best
Buy Inc. stores will send a tech-
nician to visit prospective TV
buyers at home, at no charge, to
measure and suggest other prod-
ucts.

“That has been a huge differ-
ence between a guy buying just

TV and a guy buying a com-
plete solution,” said Joe Brandt,

the home theater manager at a
Best Buy store in the Minneapo-
lis suburb of Maple Grove.

And that “complete solution”
— such as a sound system and
DVD player — can be a way for
Best Buy and others to grab
sales it might have missed by
selling just the TV.

Brandt said sales of plasma
televisions were brisk during
last year’s holiday season, but re-
ally took off six to eight months
ago.

After struggling to keep up
with demand last year, Best Buy
has increased the number of
high-end televisions for sale this
year by 50 percent.

Shoppers will “see prices al-
most a minimum of 30 percent
lower than they saw last year in
flat-panel TVs,” said Lee Simon-
son, the chief buyer for TVs for
Best Buy.

Wal-Mart is selling plasma
TVs in about a third of its stores,
including its own ILO brand,
which it rolled out in May. The
company, which made its name
on low prices, wants customers
to think of its stores for high-
er-end products, too.

Many retailers are advertising
lower prices on older technolo-
gies such as so-called “enhanced
definition” and rear-projection
TVs, hoping to lure customers

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

month in Maple Grove, Minn. Retailers expect sales for flat panel televisions to double from last year.

into the store and then sell them
newer, more expensive models,
said Ross Rubin, director of in-
dustry analysis at market re-
searcher NPD Techworld.
While Best Buy said a growing
number of its customers under-
stand the differences between
different flat-screen televisions,
Rubin said manufacturers and

EXCHANGE RATES

litary rates
Japanese yen (Dec. 10

stores still have plenty of educat-
ing to do.

Panasonic, he said, recently
sent  workers into New
York-area P.C. Richard & Son
stores with that in mind.

Plasma screens are consid-
ered the most vibrant, and are
often the most expensive. Lig-
uid-crystal displays are the tele-
vision version of the screen com-
monly used on laptop comput-
ers. They are slightly thinner
and cheaper than plasma
screens. Also available are DLP,
or Digital Light Processing, tele-
visions that are cheaper than
LCD or plasma, but not quite as
bright or compact.

TV-maker Westinghouse Digi-
tal recently cut pric-

es by $500 each for its 27- and
30-inch LCD TVs, to $1,199 and
$1,699, respectively.

“A year ago, it was a cool prod-
uct, a gadget, a very expensive
gadget,” said Douglas Woo, the
company’s  president. Now,
high-end TVs are a routine re-
placement for older TVs, he
said.

‘Woo said retailers may not be
making the S0-percent margins
they got on the early, most- ex-
high-end

than on the traditional sets.

“LCD TV is right in the sweet
spot for retailers,” Woo said.

With prices expected to fall
further next year as new facto-
ries come on line, stores may
need to work harder to attract
buyers who might otherwise
wait. Woo, in fact, called 2004
“still a set-up year,” and predict-
ed the technology won’t really
take off until next year or even
2006.

Indeed, traditional cath-
ode-ray televisions still make up
the majority of TVs sold, accord-
ing to the CEA.

Brandon Martin, 27, held a
blender under his arm at the
Best Buy in Maple Grove while
he eyed what he really wanted
—anew flat-panel TV. But Mar-
tin said he wasn’t sure it's worth
the money.

“I think they do a real good job
of making it seem necessary,”
Martin said of the high-end sets.
“It’s just TV.”

A new Web site, www.shop-
ping.com, now combines Deal-
Time.com’s shopping search en-
gine with Epinion.com’s con-
sumer reviews and ratings.

It's a great way to find the
and the best
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among the many items for sale

Finding online bargains

BY NANCY DUNNAN

on the Internet. The site covers
all sorts of things from books,
cars and clothing to jewelry,
Kkids and family and office sup-
plies.

Perfect for holiday shopping!
Financial adviser, economist and
security analyst Nancy Dunnan is
the author of “How to Invest $50 to

,000.” She writes a weekly column
for theonlineinvestor.com
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28| DISC
29| TFC | Cirle Quest [(45) Magandang Gab, Bayan Fome Along the |(-15) Magandang Gabi, Bayan News WYX Cive (:15) Magandang Gab, Bayan
|Airport
30 | CNIN-1 [E2 King Live (GC] [CNNIWorld News [eWorld Sport | CNNI World News |Emusia [CNNIWorld News ‘-wmu Sport [CNNIWorld News [eWorld Sport | CNNI World News |Ta|k Asia
31| GOLF |"{5:00) European PGA Golf dunhil championsFip — Second Round. Fom Male- [#Golf Central | #European PGA Golf durhil championstip — Tird Round. From Walelane, South Afca. (Lve) |lEIg Break
lane, South Afica.
¥iTe Yo Vere OB TSt Ve T T Wear s Voo [Trading Spaces “Washingion, DC: Ack- [ Trading Spaces (N] TWhile You Were Out (N] [Trading Spaces “Washingion, DC: Ack-
32| TLC |House’ Redesigning the office of the |Valerie” Twin fashion disasters. (CC)  [er Place” Electrictyisn' available for a er Place’ Electriclty isn't avaiable for a
jovernors press secretary.
[Atomic Betty [He-Man and the [To Be Announced [Bugs & Daffy [Scaoby-Doo, Where Are You! [Cartoon Cartoon Cartoon shorts. | Fiintstones [The Jetsons
34 | TOON Masters of the [Show
Univer
[Austin Stevens: Snakemaster [Venom ER Black-widow bie. (CC) | Planet's Funniest Anniversary Special Celebrating ive years of the series wih |Komodo: Kingdom of the Dragon In-Planet’s Funniest Anniversary Spe-
35 | ANPL |Search of Monster Ratlers™ The eastern home movies from pet owners and animal handlers around the world. (CC) donesia' island of Komodo is home to | cial (CC)
diamondback ratte. ragons.
Mad TV Vivica A. Fox. (CC) e TV Niok Sulan; ackassces. |Jef Foxworhy:Tolaly Commiied ~Draw Togelher TShorles Walchi” Chappelles Show [Chappelle’s Show % Nof Ancther Teen Wovie (200,
36| COM (cc) e comic ks oberiatons on e, Fomy misaken for | Shortie S e Ky Wt os *rty Woran” - |Comedy)Crer Laigh s Evar,
1.(CC)|Grew.(CC) De. (CC) |Jaime Pressiy. (CC)
[Widiife Adventures “ET Lobo the Song [Sea of Snakes Wonders of the Sea Henedy Badger: Meanest Animal In the|Snake Killers: Honey Badgers of the |Puma: Lions of the Andes
40 | NGC-A [o e WolFJack exres Afi n World? Kalahari The honey badger of Afrca’s
search of elephant [Kalaha s adept at kiling snakes.
42 | SPIKE (B0 ¥** Thunderball" (1965, Adventure) Sean Connery, Claudine Auger. | * % “Diamonds Are Forever” (1971, Adventure) Sean Connery, Jil St John, Lana Wood. James Bond batlles a space- | $WWE Velocity Scheduled: Thanksgiv-
|Agent 007 ties o thwart SPECTRE's atomic ransom plot. (CC) crazy villin. (CC) ing highights. () (CC)
Stargat SG-T Evolutor” ONell eads The uta Limis-Vefris 25 A oGl [ NMen n Baok " ZU0Z ScnceFicion) oy Lee Jones, WIS, i [Sh Sps e .Sy OrgnalSheNad TV Brfhers s and Danry T
43 | FOX |to rescue Daniel. (N) (Part 2 of 2) (CC) - |companion reacts bacly to its master's - (Tom. Premiere. Agents Jay and Kay defend Earth from a sulty alien enemy. (CC) [spy: (CC) oo playawyers who rlelesty
iew lover. (CC) hass\e awitness. (CC)
44 | BET |10 & Park: BETs Top 10 Live Top 10 Countdown” Blueprint Nelly |BET Comedy Awards Comedy awards are presented [Rccess Granted | % “Prison Song” (2001, Drama)
Snoop" Mary J. Blige, Q-Tip, Fat Joe.
I, Detective I, Detective. Cops A depuy pur Cops Home - Forensi il [Forensic Fles [Psychic Deec- Body af Evtdence: The Wistieblower Hollywood i
46 |COURT sues a motorcyciist.|sion suspect tives From the Case Cmcmnaﬂ vs. Lamry
|chased and shot Files
Roswell (CC) [Dark Angel (CC) [To Be Announced [Coupling (CC) [Absolute Power |The Kumars at Nol Goodness Gra-
48 |STRWLD 22 cious Me (CC)
[(5:00) %% “A Song From the Heart" |+ “Due East" (2002, Drama) Clara Bryant, Kale Capshaw, Roberl Forster. | % “The Soul Collector” (1999, Fanias)) Melissa Gilberl, Bruce Greenwood, | %% “Georgla” (1995) Jennifer Jason
50 | LIFE |(1399) Amy Grant.A biind music Premiere. A teenage loner deals with the consequences of first love; (CC) |Ossie Davis. A banished spiit fals in ove with a farm widow. (CC) Leigh. A punk rocker craves her folk-
teacher fall for a selfsh pianist. singing sistr's success.
[Gilmore Girls “The Bracebridge Dinner [Gilmore Girls A Deep-Fried Korean | “Searching for David's Heart” (2004, Drama) Danielle Panabaker, Ricky Ul | Searching for David's Heart” (2004, Drama) Darielle Panabaker, Ricky Ul
51 | ABCFAM |Lorela nvites just about everyone to an |Thanksgiving” Lorelai and Rory make —man. A teen res to ind the recipient of her brother's heart. (CC) [man. A teen tres to find the recipient o her brother's heart. (CC)
elaborately themed feast. he rounds on Thanksgiving Day. (CC)
Modern Warvels “Enginesring Disasters|Modern Warvell “Engineering Disasters| Save Our History Archaeologiss un- [High iller Aol Fllers crug depen- |Band of Brothers Easy Co. sustans casuallies whle waging](:20) Haunted His-
53 | HIST |12 Denver Interational Airport bag- Love Cara lavs i PatritMislearhfomaton sbout Amerc' st |danc migthave pleyed a ol st n Nomandy; Pyt Bl as oubl acusing o om-[ory Tostoe”
lgage disaster. systems. (CC) settlement. (N) (CC) ecisions. (CC) a; the company returns to England. (CC) [Tombstone, Ariz
(505 Movie _ |(:45) Movie Movie [:40) Movie
57 | STRWV
[Total Adventure _(Into the Danger Zone “The Advenlur-[#The Ride Tacking 60-fool waves in__|Sahara Sprinters |#Spirit of the Sea |Video Diary [Total Adventure _[Total Adventure |Chasing Time _[Odyssey Among
58 | ADV 1 [Croumagaing s A tip t Hount Ena, Europes most Mt win aeo Lad Hamiton an s Rio. Basejumping  |Circumnavigating | Snowy summit of - [the Inuit (Part 1 of
|Australa [acive volcano. team of extreme athletes Afica” |Australa (Grouse Mountain._|2)
i as we know it (CC) ife as we know it (CC) ife as we know it (CC) [The Real World [ The Real World 2004 MTV Europe Music Awards
59 | MTV Philadelphia’ (CC) |*Philadeiphia” (CC)
[SpongeBob Invader Zim [Tomato Twins _|Action League | WOW Weekend Marathon: Rugrats Angelica Episodes of popular programming | The Amanda _[SpongeBob | The Wild Thorn- | Hey Amold! (CC)
60 | NICK [SquarePants (CC) Now Show SquarePants (CC) |berrys (CC)
12:50 ER.VIlI (1) 9:10 CNN News Afternoon §ound Track special — Japanese and
JAPAN TV :20 Hong Kong Movie (2000): Double Tap | 9:20 NFL Weekly 1:00 U.S. Movie (2003): Dark Blue (2:00) Forclan Wovies”
1210 Soccer J1 League Champion: 5100 S Canadian Movie (2001): The Unsaid | 1100 Top Chonce urmur

fternoon
1:00 Traditional Arts of Japan: Kabuki (3)(r)
2:00 Jap e Ladies Ekiden

300 fukuoka Ladies' Judo Championships
3:20 Japan Fencing Championships (3)
400 Japan ndustrialLeague GlfChampio-

430 Ee{ween Lions B3)(r)

430 ummane Fighting: K-1 Special (6)
Evening

6:30(1;\;;;\" Rugby: Toshiba-Fuchu vs. World

7:00 News (1)
7:30 Soccer: J1 League Suntory Champion-

ship Game /a Reds vs. Yokoha-
- Marinos.
50303, Movie O 0023 The Lord o the Rings:
‘The Two Towers (2:36)(8)

10 apan Rugby: NEC ve.Kobe Steel (12)

(1:40)(12;
3:47 Classical Music (1)(r)

JAPAN TV-BS7

Morning

10:
11:10 History of FIFA (r)
11:50 CNN News
Afternoon

12:10 BS Documentary: Alison's Baby
1:03 Women's Volleyball Vi-League: Toray vs.

JT/Hisamitsu vs. Mobara Alukas

Evening

710 Fgure skating GP Series in Russia: La

810 Flgure Ska!mg GP Series in Russia:
Men's Sing

rawa, Reds s, Yokoma F." Marinos

emphis Grizzlies vs. Miami Heat

0 What
0 PGA Tour Golf Lesson (12)
40 Football Mundial

JAPAN TV-BS11

Evenin

2108
st
5:1(
5:

g

7:00 NHK News

1:10_talian-French Movie (1990): Stanno
Tutti Bene (2:10)

Morning

800 TV Series: Third Watch (ends) (0

9:00 TV Serie Miami

1100 U Riovie: (3683 White Oleander

)
500 US: Movie 2002): The Kid Stays in the

D Gt the Ry
Pictur 13:30 Consensus: St Valentine's Day
Evening 1:00 World Chart Express Supported by

800 Spanish Movie (2001): Intacto (1:54)
10:00 TV Series: Angels in America
ngels in America #4
nds the Final
1230 TV Series: Sex and the City
250 UEFA Euro 2004 Soccer: england vs.

3

5:25 Spanish Soccer Liga Espanola

Honda
00 Europe Music Awards 2004

Evening
600 Making the Video: D12
30 R

ock On
00 Consensus: The Mad Capsule Markets

ICON: Aerosmith

lccheck(h Rh
Mommg )0 The osboumes St Valentine's Day
2 30 Rock On
3:00_Screen Music Selection: 2004 Sound

o
10:00 Screen Music Video Selection: 2004

3

Track Special — Foreign Movies
30 After Hours
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

No square deal on meals

I am a single soldier at Camp Zama,
Japan, currently receiving separate ra-
tions but only 47 percent of my cost-of-liv-
ing allowance. During the month of Octo-
ber, the dining facility here closed to allow
for some renovations to take place. While
the D-FAC was closed, all soldiers on meal
cards were compensated with both sepa-
rate rations and 100 percent COLA for the
entire month.

When I asked finance about why the sol-
diers on meal cards were given full COLA,
personnel that it was g
sate for the cost of food in Japan. Why then
did I'mot receive full COLA during October
and do not receive it on a regular basis?
How is the standard different for them
than it is for me? Is there any regulation
out there that actually backs any of this
stuff going on over here at Camp Zama, or
is the command just winging it?

Spe. Matthis Chiroux
Camp Zama, Japan

Can’t legislate religion

Religion needs to stay out of legislation.
If [our] country’s leaders are religious peo-
ple, that’s fine: Go to church, talk to God,
shelter your children from the evils of the
world — such as gay people, rap music
and medicinal marijuana. Base your per-
sonal decisions on moral codes from your
religion. But religious convictions have no
place in legislation, which affects millions
of people who do not share those convic-
tions.

According to Curtis M. Benham’s Dec. 1
letter “Attack bigger than Scouts”: “The
basis for [this] concept (inalienable rights)
is an acknowledgment of God.” By that
logic, an atheist has no rights according to
the constitution. So let’s burn atheists at
the stake! And then we must sweep the na-
tion for “domestic enemies” who would
threaten our nation from home by insist-
ing that religion not be legislated into their
lives.

From what I have observed, those who
want the church and state to be strictly sep-
arate do not wish to impose their values on
the “God-fearing people” and conserva-
tives of the right. However, the “moral
good guys” do wish to impose their morals

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[CDV\T"Z(?SDD% +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

on their opponents. I have never heard any-
one suggest that those who believe in legal
abortion and stem-cell research try to pass
legislation requiring those who oppose it to
have an abortion if they can’t afford to
have a child, or require that they donate
stem cells from fetuses. Yet those who op-
pose it try and try again to inflict their
views (based on morality) upon the entire
populace. And that's only the surface;
there are many issues where the same ap-
pues.

Everyone should be free to have and
practice his or her religion of choice, what-
ever it may be. But by the same token,
those who do not believe should have the
right to be free from the religious convic-
tions of others.

Stephanie Verdon
Okinawe

Inaccurate measurement

A reader in Heidelberg, Germany, was
upset_about Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld turning to the corporate world
to run the military (“Rumsfeld a world
away on hire,” letter, Dec. 4). In his letter
the writer makes the statement that, in

IR, THEY MAY ONLY
BE IRAGY GUARES-|

IERSAL PSS SYNDIATE 02057 38 T

war, “Success or failure is measured in the
number of body bags shipped home.”

In war, success or failure is measured
by how successfully one side or the other
accomplishes its goals. Applying the writ-
er’s measure of success, the Germans actu-
ally defeated Russia in World War II be-
cause there were far more Russian casual-
ties than German casualties on the East-
ern Front, the Japanese won the War in
China between 1937-1945 because more
Chinese died than Japanese, and the Con-
federate States of America were victorious
over the United States during the
War because the number of Confederate

S| was less
than for the Union troops. Interesting theo-
ry.

: 0F

Jon Nylander
Yokosuka, Japan

Writing is on the wall

I believe the time has come to relegate
“Doonesbury” to the comics section. “Pea-
nuts” would be a suitable replacement for
the letters page. [“Doonesbury” creator]

arry Trudeau seems to keep asking him-
self: “How can 60 million Americans be so
stupid?”

The answer is that America does not
need to apologize to anyone, including
him. Guess what, real America has moral
values. Mr. Trudeau can’t seem to shake
off the trauma of being wrong. What’s
worse is that he’s lost his sense of humor.
‘Wrong combination for a cartoonist.

It’s time for “Doonesbury” to PCS.

Charles Cavill
Tokyo

Arafat’s legacy is bloody

In response to the Nov. 24 letter “Arafat
legacy not yet realized”: I don’t know
where the writer is getting his information
about the late Yasser Arafat, but Arafat or-
chestrated hijackings, hostage-taking and
suicide bombings, and he murdered chil-

“This “great” leader the writer is touting
killed many, to include U.S. citizens. A
leader he may have been to some people,
but it seems he paved his way with lies and
blood.

Spencer G. Stone
Udeid Air Base, Qatar
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Yokosuka lights up

Hundreds gather on base for
community holiday showcase

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — Members of the First
Class Association from the USS
Gary found just the right lights
to make their tree unique.

“I said, ‘we need to be a little

Yokosuka’s Fleet Imaging
Center decked its tree with rolls
of glittery film and cam-
era eqmpment boxes under-

The Boy Scouts had tiny
Scout figurines and the Seventh
Fleet incorporated flags from
countries throughout the fleet’s

creative, ” said Boatswain’s  area of operations.
Mate Ist The festival
g}assd ToEy is a chance
loud, who 2, 7 for the com-
speatheaded &k It’s a great time. munity o cele-
the ship’s You do brate together
ntry. . . first as
T knew no fellowship with they decorate
one would and then dur-
have  blue the other ing the
ones.” y two-day festi-
He looked commands and val, which is
off base for

his  decora-

something nice.

open to every-

L one.
tions. I mean, “It’s a great
The gang . time,”
from Navy Fa- decorating a Roundtree
cilities Engi- said.
neering Com- tree — who “You do fel-
mand - Far doesn’t love lowship _ with
East  used 3 the other com-
symbols from doing that?9?y mands  and
eir job — a somethi
hardhat for a Sam Roundtree 5T
tree  topper, Business Manager,  decorating &
cut-out  tools Naval Facilities Engineering — Wwho
and yellow Command, Yokosuka Naval doesn’t  love
“caution” Base, Japan doing that?”
tape. “For us, it
Its  get- gives us a chance to advertise,

ting into the holiday spirit,” said
Sam Roundtree, the business
manager at Navfac, a new com-
mand that took over for Public
Works this summer.

Carrying on a long Yokosuka
tradition, a few hundred people
from more than 40 commands
came together Wednesday to
partake in a potluck dinner and
create the centerpieces for the
base Festival of Trees, a com-
munity showcase that runs over
the weekend.

Each command received a
tree.

Some used traditional orna-
ments while others, like Navfac

to do something that’s unique to
us,” said Cmdr. Brant Pickrell,
Navfac’s executive officer.

Just hours after pulling back
into port, several servicemem-
bers from the USS Vandegrift
were sprucing up their tree
with decorations made by crew-
members’ spouses and chil-
dren.

Crew members weren't sure
if they’d be back in time for the
decorating. They just made it.

The festival, said Command 2%

Master Chief Donald Snider, ~Right

“helps people ... get to know
each other. It’s for the entire
family.”

Above: Chuck Johnson, USS Cushing
executive officer, makes a final
justment to the command’s Christ-

Cmdr. Brant Pickrell, Naval
Facility Engineering Command Far
East executive officer, decks the
command 's Christmas tree with

used symbols
what they do.

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

items signifying its
purpose on the base.

annual Festival of Trees

Susan Marin, wife of the USS Gary ling officer, de

PPHOTOS BY JIM SCHULZStars and Stripes

the command’s tree at Yokosuka

Naval Base, Japan. Yokosuka residents come together each year to decorate Christmas trees from each of the
facility's commands.

Iwakuni clinic hosts visit

The Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Station,
Japan, Branch Medical Clinic will hold its
annual Christmas party for the Akebono
Orphanage at 10 a.m. on Saturday.

The children will be entertained with
gifts, food and games.

Iwakuni officer awarded

Lt. Col. Yori R. Escalante, commanding
officer of Marine Wing Support Squadron
171, was awarded the Bronze Star for his
actions during operations Enduring Free-
dom and Iraqi Freedom.

Brig. Gen. Duane D. Thiessen, 1st Ma-
rine Aircraft Wing commanding general,
presented the award Nov. 29, according a
base news report released Thursday.

“I was speechless. I was totally sur-

prlsed " stated Escalante, a Houston na-
tive, in the repo

Escalante, who has served in the Marine
Corps for 18 years, received the Bronze
Star for his service as plans officer, future
operations officer and current operations
officer for 1st Force Service Support
Group in Tirkrit, Iraq, where he planned lo-
gistics from June 2002 to April 2004.

According to the official Bronze Star cita-
tion, the report stated, Escalante prepared

Friday’s show is set for 7 p.m., while the
troupe will deliver performances at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m. on Saturday. Admission is free.

E-mail yokota_players@yahoo.com for
more information.

Chamorro Christmas pageant
The story of the Nativity is featured in

the Chamorro Christmas Pageant at 7 p.m.
each n_ight thrqugh Tuesday at Ypao Beach

frequent ions plan toen-
sure that 1st Force Service Support Group
units were always in position to support de-
veloping combat scenarios.

Yokota Players’ holiday plays

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The
Yokota Players are staging holiday plays
for the family on Friday and Saturday at
the Taiyo Recreation Center.

mon, Guam.

Sponsored by local schools and business-
es, the program includes a live Nativity
scene and a telling of the Christmas story
in the Chamorro language. Choirs from var-
ious schools perform traditional Christmas
carols, including some in Chamorro.

Each night’s performance lasts about 35
minutes, but the Nativity scene remains in
place long enough for those attending to
shoot photographs.

Sasebo school performance

Jack N. Darby Elementary School in the
Hario Housing Village at Sasebo Naval
Base, Japan, is to present a holiday show in
the Village Theater on Tuesday with the
school’s drama club, choir and student writ-
ers at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. for students
and 6:30 p.m. for parents and others.

The drama and choir groups collaborat-
ed to produce the show. The choir will sing
international holiday selections. The
drama group created a play based on the
songs using a Christmas Eve setting in
which grandparents talk to their grandchil-
dren about celebrations around the world.

Darby students who entered writing con-
test wrote some of the stories in the produc-
tion. Winners will be announced at the per-
formances.

From staff reports
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A Japanese soldier from the Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force mans his machine gun during the joint Guard and Protect exercise
Tuesday with airmen at Yokota Air Base. The exercise was to simulate protecting the installation from an enemy attack.

Joint security exercise a success

Yokota airmen, JGSDF troops simulate fending off attack on base

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Yokota
security forces personnel and the Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force on Thursday
closed out “Guard and Protect,” a four-day
joint exercise that tested their ability to de-
fend the installation from attack

from attack by a foreign nation. The
JGSDF would augment Yokota's forces
should offensive action be undertaken by a
foreign country against Japan and the U.S.
government.”

Within the exercise’s scenarios, partici-
pants rehearsed incident response while

keeping Yokota operational for the receipt
of additional supplies, military personnel
and equipment that would aid in Japan’s
defense.

A significant portion of Guard and Pro-
tect unfolded on the base’s northern side,
which borders Mizuho Town. Most opera-
tions were held during daytime hours,

Comer said, in an effort to re-

by terrorists or a foreign nation.

The session, which began Mon-
day, included about 200 mem-
bers of the JGSDF’s 1st Division
and 80 airmen from the 374th Se-
curity Forces Squadron. It was
the fifth installment in the ongo-
ing series of force-protection
drills designed to support Ja-
pan’s Self-Defense Law.

The measure, revised in Octo-
ber 2001, makes the JGSDF re-
sponsible for protecting U.S. mili-
tary facilities during contingency
operations. Among the bases cov-
ered under the law are Yokota,
Misawa Air Base, Camp Zama,
Yokosuka Naval Base, Atsugi
Naval Air Facility, Sasebo Naval
Base and Iwakuni Marine Corps
Air Station, which staged a simi-
lar exercise last week as part of
Active Shield.

“It’s the first time we've con-
ducted this drill,” said 1st Lt
Warren Comer, a 374th Airlift
Wing spokesman. “We are hop-
ing this exercise is scheduled
yearly so that we may practice
communication and execution
with the JGSDF, thus improving
our techniques.

“The Guard and Protect exer-
cise gives members of the Japa-
nese Ground Self-Defense Forc-
es from the 1st Division and
374th Security Forces Squadron
an opportunity to test both units
ability to defend Yokota Air Base

facilities during
and Protect exercise was deemed a success.

Soldiers from the Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force check
an “enemy” during an exercise at Yokota Air Base. Japan's
Self-Defense Law calls for the JGSDF to protect U.S. military

ions. The i

duce the noise impact on sur-
rounding communities.

Navy: Piece
from Atsugi
Hornet fell
through roof

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
AND HANA KUSUMOTO
Stars and Stripes

A tiny aircraft piece that tore a hole in
the roof of a Japanese industrial building
last weekend near Atsugi, Japan, belonged
to an F/A-18C Hornet assigned to the USS
Kitty Hawk’s Carrier Air Wing S, Navy offi-
cials confirmed Thursday evening.

Lt. Cmdr. John Bernard, Carrier Group
5 spokesman, said air wing officials traced
the metal object to the F/A-18C by match-
ing part numbers to maintenance records.

Measuring 2 inches by 3.6 inches, the
fragment was found on the roof of Oiles
Corporation in Fujisawa city, about 4 miles
south of Atsugi. It was discovered after a re-
pairman was called to fix the building’s
roof, which started leaking over the week-
end, a Fujisawa city spokesman said. The
leak was from a 4-by-6-inch hole created
by the impact of the aircraft part, which
weighed about 8.5 ounces, the city official
said, noting the piece bore a series of num-
bers and letters.

It’s not known exactly when the part hit
the roof, officials said.

Bernard said air wing officials still are in-
vestigating the incident to try to pinpoint
from which F/A-18C the debris fell and
why.

“I don’t know if we will be able to deter-
mine that,” he said.

The Kitty Hawk’s F/A-18s operate out of
Atsugi Naval Air Facility near Tokyo.

The stray part was a shielding compo-
nent for the wing and mounts on an air-
craft, Bernard said.

Oiles Corporation called the Fujisawa
city office earlier this week after discover-
ing the metal ob]ect and city officials noti-
fied K Office and

Inside the gates,
communication between the U.S.
and Japanese forces was a prima-
Iy exercise objective, Comer
said, aimed at fostering greater
cooperation during a real-world
crisis.

“We wanted to better under-
stand the varying tactics and
strategies employed by the
JGSDF and our security forces,”
he added. “Our hope is that both
will learn more about each other.
We're taking this opportunity to
see how each group solves prob-
lems and communicates them to
their leaders.

“This will allow us to better
prepare a more cooperative plan
and ensure that communication
is understood at all levels. In
doing this, both forces ensure suc-

Yokohama Defense Facilities Administra-
tion Bureau, according to the Fujisawa city
official. Bernard said the Navy learned of
the incident Tuesday and immediately sent
air wing representatives to the Fujisawa
factory to determine what the object was.

“It’s uncommon for any part to fall off an
aircraft,” Bernard said. “The Navy takes
its safety record very seriously. That safety
record includes making sure things don’t
fall. We would be very poor stewards of the
environment ... and of other people’s safe-
ty if we didn’t take very seriously things
falling off” airplanes.

“It’s not a situation to be taken lightly,”
he said, “and it's not.”

Fujisawa city officials submitted a letter
of protest this week to Atsugi Naval Air Fa-
cility Commander Capt. Reed Eckstrom
and Yokohama DFAB officials.

cess if any t arises.”

Neither side encountered a
major problem during the inau-
gural joint exercise, he said.
Yokota officials labeled the
debut a success.

“The U.S. and Japan have had
an outstanding relationship for
decades,” Comer said. “This ex-
ercise is a continuation of that co-
operation, helping us face possi-
ble future threats in the mutual
defense of Japan.”

Guard £ mail vince Little at:

d.mil

, although there were no in-
Junes the lncldenl could have led to an ac-
cident that could have endangered lives,”
the letter stated.

Bernard said it's unlikely any Hornets
would be grounded. At this point in the in-
vestigation, “we have no reason to believe
that we would” do so, he said.

Fujisawa city officials said two years
ago, a falling part from an airplane as-
signed to Atsugi NAF put a hole in the roof
of a private garage.

E-mail Jennifer Svan at: svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
and Hana Kusumoto at:
d.
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Alamo letter auction

SAN ANTONIO — A copy

of the letter written by the
Texas commander at the battle of
the Alamo pleading for backup
and pledging “victory or death”
was auctioned for $299,200.

The letter from William Barret
Travis, one of only four known
copies, was sold along with anoth-
er letter that later announced the
defenders had lost the March
1836 battle, said Lauren Gioia, a
spokeswoman for Sotheby’s. The
second letter was auctioned for
$78,000.

Both letters were removed
from a private collection being
auctioned in June when a retired
dealer of historic Texas items
questioned whether they rightful-
Iy belonged to the Texas State Li-
brary.

Volunteer scam artist

PHILADELPHIA — A

Red Cross employee and
two other people were accused of
stealing the identities of about 40
blood donors and using the infor-
mation to obtain about $268,000
in cash and merchandise.

In 2002 and 2003, Red Cross
data entry clerk Danielle Baker,
33, of Collingswood, N.J., filched
names, addresses, dates of birth,
Social Security numbers, tele-
phone numbers and places of em-
ployment from the computer
records of people who had partici-
pated in corporate blood drives in
Philadelphia, US. Attorney
Patrick Meehan said.

Harold J. McCoy III, 33, and
Karynn R. Long, 36, of Dayton,
Ohio, then used the information
to obtain credit, cash counterfeit
checks and get bank loans, Mee-
han said.

Justice — 20 years late

WINSTON-SALEM — A

man will plead guilty to
killing a woman in 1984, a crime
that wrongly sent another man to
prison for 18 years, his attorney
said.

Willard E. Brown, 44, will
plead guilty to the murder, rape
and kidnapping of Deborah Sykes
in exchange for one life sentence.
The plea agreement, announced
by public defender Pete Clary, al-
lows Brown to avoid the possibili-
ty of a death sentence.

Brown will also plead guilty to
a robbery charge and receive a
sentence of 10 years, to be served
in addition to the life sentence. A
10-year-old state law abolished
parole in such murder cases.

But Brown will be eligible for
parole under sentencing laws in
place at the time of Sykes’ mur-
der.

Elephant moving day

DETROIT — Winky and

Wanda, two aging, arthrit-
ic elephants, will spend their re-
tirement in the foothills of Califor-
nia’s Sierra Nevada mountains,
away from the cramped, cold De-
troit Zoo.

After months of wrangling, De-
troit Zoo director Ron Kagan
reached an agreement with two
other zoos and an accreditation
group to send Winky and Wanda
to California’s Performing Ani-
mal Welfare Society sanctuary
for a milder climate and more
space.

oy
AMERICAN
_ROUNDUP

Wanda, 46, has arthritis and
51-year-old Winky has foot prob-
lems. Both have surpassed the av-
erage 45-year life expectancy for
Asian elephants in captivity in
North America.

Party-house lawsuit

BERKELEY — First they

flung chunks of a cooked
pig at passing cars. Then another
resident of the student housing
co-op beheaded a chicken with
garden shears, said shocked
neighbors.

And a few months back, a guy
on the rooftop deck was heard
yelling, “Where’s the heroin?”

Le Chateau is the University of
California’s own Animal House,
its neighbors say, and they want a
court to force the landlord to pay
them damages for their years of
suffering through raucous naked
pool parties, nighttime bongo
drumming and piles of rat-friend-
ly garbage.

Twenty-one people are asking
for a total of $105000 in
small-claims court — $5,000 each
— arguing that the communal
complex of three buildings has
been a public nuisance since the
University Students Cooperative
Association bought it in 1977.

Religious float hanned

DENVER — An attorney
has offered to explore a
lawsuit on behalf of a pastor
whose church was barred from
entering a Christmas float in Den-

Misty walk

A pedestrian walks out of the fog
along a sidewalk in downtown
Lawrence, Kan.

ver’s Parade of Lights.

“If he has an interest in carry-
ing it to the next level, we're
ready,” said Mike Norton, lawyer
for the Alliance Defense Fund,
which takes on religious liberty
cases primarily for Christian cli-
ents.

Morrison wanted to enter a
float featuring multicultural
Christian themes and a Merry
Christmas message. Parade offi-
cials told a representative from
Morrison’s church, the
4,000-member Faith Bible Chap-
el, that religious messages aren’t
allowed because they might of-
fend others.

Teens run over by SUV

ST. AUGUSTINE — A

‘woman ran over two teen-
age brothers after they accidental-
1y hit her sport utility vehicle with
the golf ball they were bouncing
in a parking lot, officials said, leav-
ing one of the boys with
life-threatening injuries.

Isiah Grayer, 14, and his
16-year-old twin stepbrothers,
Justin and Jamel Marshman,
‘were bouncing the golf ball in a
shopping center parking lot when
it went astray and struck a sport
utility vehicle driven by Kathy
Feaganes Allen, 47, St. Johns
County sheriffs Deputy Greg
Suchy said.

Suchy said no damage was
done, and the boys apologized
and began to walk away. Allen
started to drive away, but sudden-
ly made a U-turn, ran over a medi-
an and struck Grayer and Justin
Marshman before knocking over
alight pole, Suchy said.

She then drove after Jamel
Marshman, crossing two medians
and striking a utility box before
her SUV stopped in a ditch,
Suchy said. The boy ran away and
Wwas not struck.

A judge ordered Allen held
without bail on three counts of at-
tempted murder.

Campus security review

Towa City — The Universi-
ty of lowa i reviewing cam-

pus security measures in light of
recent vandalism at a campus lab-
oratory. A new group has been
formed to review how the univer-
sity can better account for all key-
cards issued. The university tem-
porarily closed Seashore Hall last
month after vandals removed ani-
mals and spilled chemicals in a
psychology lab.

The Animal Liberation Front
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

Brother gets his thanks

ALBUQUERQUE

When University of New
Mexico Hospital workers didn’t
let 8-year-old Christina Martinez
visit her wounded brother, she
wouldn’t allow it.

“I told them, ‘He saved my life,
and I want to see him,” ” she said
of her visit to the hospital — and
finally to her brother’s bedside
Sunday.

“I just said to him, “Thank you
for saving me and I love you,’”
Christina said.

Angel Martinez, 10, was
mauled by a Rottweiler over the
weekend at a park after he
pushed the dog off Christina. He
was in satisfactory condition at
the hospital.

3 Curtis Johnson, 13, of
Try“lg tO keep balance Cleveland, battles a strong
gust of wind as he walks by the fallen Christmas tree on Public Square
in Cleveland. The 40-foot tree snapped off about 5 feet up on the trunk
because of winds up to 55 mph.

£

B i Bradley Kozusko, left, Emily
can t ta‘ke lt a’ny lOIlgeI‘ Hutto, center, and Marissa
Pecora, right, led their classmates during the Santa Parade in St.
Petersburg, Fla. Hutto paused to scratch her face, saying that her
costume was itchy.

Bi Stock: 2, pets Stai " l
Cam you Ly e Dees Farm and Extic Peting

Zoo in Sevierville, Tenn.
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: : Former Miss Nebraska Krista Knicely-Anderson, left, Miss Douglas
Plunging for charity County Mary Bosshart, center, and Miss Nebraska Brook Matthews
sprint to get out of Lake Zorinsky after taking part in the Polar Bear Plunge. The annual event is a fundraiser
for the Special Olympics.

Hang on cowboy!
Cory Melton, of Keithville, La.,
rides Paleface in the first
performance of bull riding at the
National Finals Rodeo, at an arena
in Las Vegas.

Being cute is a rough et o vawnis

he and his friends have their picture taken with Santa in El Paso, Texas.

Dancers perform “Waltz of the

from “The

Large injury settlement

SAN FRANCISCO — An

anti-war protester who
sued San Francisco after a police
officer broke her arm with a baton
strike during a demonstration
would get one of the city’s larg-
est-ever payouts in a police case,
under an $835,000 deal that the Po-
lice Commission has approved.

The settlement was reached in a
federal lawsuit filed by Linda Vac-
carezza, 39, who claimed her civil
rights were violated when Police
Officer Anthony Nelson clubbed
her during the street protests that
swept through downtown March
20, 2002, the day after U.S.-led
forces invaded Iraq.

Vaccarezza suffered a broken
forearm during the incident,
which another protester recorded
on videotape.

Man gets life in prison

NY RIVERHEAD — A Long

Island man was sentenced
to 20 years to life in prison for kill-
ing his girlfriend’s 4-year-old son
because the boy urinated in his

truck.

Shawn Clark, 38, was sen-
tenced after a jury found him
guilty last month of second de-
gree murder for the Feb. 1, 2003,
beating death of Isaiah Silver.

The Suffolk District Attorney’s
office said Clark was angry that
he had to bring the boy along on a
date with his girlfriend, Tabitha
Clark, 25.

Prosecutors said Shawn Clark
punched the boy in the stomach
after the three returned home
from a trip to Brooklyn. The next
day, the boy began throwing up
and stopped breathing.

Teacher faces jail time

CHARLESTON — Susan-

na Robinson, a
sixth-grade teacher in Monroe
County, faces a fine of up to
$1,000 and 90 days in jail because
she propped open her classroom
door with a rubber doorstop.

An assistant fire marshal is-
sued the state fire code violation
citation and confiscated the door-
stop during a visit to Mountain
View Elementary and Middle
School in Union. No court date
has been set.

Possible market move

CINCINNATI —  Some

tenants of Ohio’s oldest
municipal market say they’ll con-
sider moving across the Ohio
River into Kentucky because of
rising rent and a requirement to
open on Sundays.

Vendors at Findlay Market
face a Dec. 17 deadline to sign
leases for 2005.

The market says the move to
mandatory Sunday hours reflects
how people shop today.

Teen gets probation
MARCO ISLAND — Ac-
cused as the ringleader of

a planned violent attack on his

high school, a 16-year-old boy re-

ceived probation after apologiz-

ing for what he described as a

joke among friends.

Circuit Judge William Black-
well agreed to withhold a convic-

Lmn for Russell Mescall on the

Graceful ballerinas

Breakfast with Santa, hosted by the Young People’s Ballet Theatre al
Paavola School of Dance in Flint Township, Mich.

charge o which he
pleaded no contest in October, dis-
ruption of a school function at

Lely High School.

‘The sheriff’s office began inves-
tigating after a fourth-grader alert-
ed an elementary school youth re-
lations deputy that he had over-
heard his sister talk about several
older boys making “a blood pact”
and talking about killing people,
court records show.

Workers may strike

LAWRENCE — Seven

hundred ~ workers  at
Malden Mills Industries could go
on strike after the mill’s largest
union voted 231-198 to reject the
company’s final three-year con-
tract offer.

‘The textiles company gained na-
tional renown in 1995 when the
owner decided to keep workers on
the payroll after a fire destroyed
the company’s main factory.

Davis returns to law

LOS  ANGELES —

Former Gov. Gray Davis,
recalled by California voters a
year ago, has returned to law
practice as an attorney with Loeb
& Loeb in Los Angeles.

Davis, 61, will work in the
210-lawyer ~firm's corporate
group and will assist its partners
in “developing business relation-
ships,” said Loeb & Loeb co-chair-
man John Frankenheimer.

Objection under fire
ESTES PARK — City
Trustee David Habecker

‘may lose his seat in a recall elec-

tion for sitting silently during the

Pledge of Allegiance.

Habecker, a former president
of the Lion’s Club and a town
trustee for 12 years, said he ob-
jects to the words “under God.”

The pledge, written in the 1892,
didn’t include those words. They
were added in 1954 during Sen.
Joe McCarthy’s pursuit of com-
munists, Habecker said.

He said he is basing his stand
on Article VI of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, which says no religious test
shall be required as a qualifica-
tion for any office.

Opponents organized a recall
election drive and an election
date will be set soon.

Tough as steel

m ST. PETERSBURG — A
chocolatier  hand-dipped
raspberry truffles in chocolate in-
side a new shop as seven men
heaved at the 10,000-pound Mos-
ler safe sitting nearby.

It had taken four hours and
snapped two pieces of metal
equipment just to move the mas-
sive green safe 15 feet to the store
entrance.

Built by the company whose
safes withstood the atomic bomb
on Hiroshima, the safe almost
rolled into the street at one point.

But the men from severdl safe-
cracking ~ companies om-
plished what many had falled to
do over the years: They got the
Mosler safe out the front door for
the first time in decades.

It has been a fixture in the
building, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, since
about the 1920s or early 1930s.

Mosler Safe Co. of Hamilton,
Ohio, folded several years ago. It
also is known as the company
that bullt vaults that hold gold at
Fort

Stories and photos from wire services



PAGE 24 J i

STARS AND STRIPES

Saturday, December 11, 2004

Horoscope

The sun and new moon in Sagit-
tarius join with Pluto to make a
cosmic call like an emphatic preach-
er, saying, “Lay your bur-
dens down!” But don't

worry, if you stil think your  Holiday

baggage makes you quirky
and attractive, and you can't
bear o part with your trou-
bles, events converge to
bump the problem right out
of your hand

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 11). Your
mojo is working for you this
year. You capture the
intrigue of people who
make up reasons to be
around you. A romantic proposition
this month could involve making a
lifetime commitment. Shrewd invest-
ments this month keep making you
money through the year. A change
of locale does your heart and soul
good in February or March.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
When a “lack” mentality sets in —
“Hey, wait, there’s not enough to go
around!” — be bold enough to
believe in something different from
the rest of the group. Maybe it's time
to bust a move to more fertile
ground.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Evidence that there may have been
a past misjudgment on your part is
stacking up and spilling over into
your formerly orderly world. Luckily,
You can avoid that nasty pile be-
cause you are never wrong (ahem).

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your attitude dictates that everything
is doable. Leaming is freedom.
Once you know the system, you can
accomplish the most complex and
impressive of feats — living with
your family, for starters. Everything
is copasetic.

as a result. But if you were being
calculating, this would be a stroke of
brilliance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Yours is a tough job for sure. You'll
be providing tea and sympathy for
loved ones, to a point. And then,

. youlll be serving up the
Mathis switt kick that gets them
back into action. They'll
thank you later — much,
much later.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Where can
you hang the blame for
your “blahs™ Is it too
much sugar, a lack of
exercise or not enough
room on your credit card
for a proper shopping
spree that's the problem?
Make a few calls, and things tum
around quickly.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're the Sweetart in someone’s
candy stash, the crouton on the
salad, the pickle on the deli plate.
How does it feel to have someone
crave you? Likely, you're still not
sure if you want to be this needed.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You believe in love at first
sight. You think it's possible to meet
a benevolent benefactor. And you
have faith that everyone gets a
comeuppance sooner or later. And
s0, you're the one to whom these
things happen.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You've been breaking your
back to see a project take off, and
the progress is slow going. As for
that person who is doing less and
getting more reward, the whistle is
blown now — one of the many
reasons you're dancing.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
The heights of joy you aspire to can
be reached, but not as readily as
youd like right now. If you can't get
there through the usual philanthropy,
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

T2 38 [+ |5 6 7 [8 [0 [
" 12 13
12 3
16
20
24
31 [32
39
43
a7
51 2]
m - =
Across Down 23 Corporate
1 “Get lost!” 1 Endeavor division
6 Half a 1960s 2 Went after 25 King Louis —
quartet 3 Cartoonist 27 Fate
11 In Chast 29 Wine
12 Wards off 4 Eastern potentate description
14 South American (Var) 31 Covers
land 5 Crenshaw, e.g. completely
15 Mideastern 6 Nightwear 32 Medal eamers
land 7 Shakespeare's 33 Peatcock'taﬂ
river spots
16 Possessive i 34 Cath. or Prot.
pronoun 8 Apiece
36 Suffer from
17 — numeral 9 Zealous Sufer
19 Greek vowel 10 Museum eprivation
iece 37 Medley
20 It takes the cake P o o
22 “Platoon” 11 Detest 38 Pi
i 13 Unexpected ile up
setiing 41 Parts of
23 Not loose problems !
18 Treasure guitars
24 Brought back . 44 Individuals
seeker’s aid
26 Tastes 21 Some are 45 Unit of force
28 Insult (SL.) real posers 48 Hirt and Gore
30 Scale member 50 Snaps

31 Any old person

35 Kid-lit author
Dahl

39 LPs, CDs, etc.
(Abbr.)

40 Chaps

42 Branch

43 “You — There”

44 De-squeaked

46 Khan title

47 European land

49 Mediterranean
land

51 Merchant

52 Cutlery

53 Cowardly one

54 They often battle

Answer to Previous Puzzle

12-11 CRYPTOQUIP

BCW X MCVM MEVQQDU
UZN CVIMWH MCW TXZBLVX,
ZXW LDRCM TVF QEZTMEF

BVT TMZNNWH UZJH.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF MY DINNER PLATE
IS FOUR-CORNERED, I SUPPOSE YOU COULD
SAY 1 EAT SQUARE MEALS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals F
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Work harassment can be stopped

Dear Abby: rm a 25-year-old
recent college graduate who just
started a new job. I love it here
because I'm doing something I
care about and earn decent
‘money. I like all of my co-work-
ers with the exception of one.
This person, “Jim,” interrupts
‘my work a lot, says
things like “Hey, beauti-
ful!” and calls me things
like “baby girl.” The
other day he said, “It’s
too hot outside.” I replied
cheerfully, “Sorry, I had
nothing to do with it,”
and he said in a creepy
manner, “You have a lot
to do with it.”

This is bothersome
because I think Jim is a
nice person, but he
makes me uncomfort-
able. He has worked here a lot
longer than I have. I don’t want
to say anything to the boss be-
cause I'm the new girl. T have
been here only a few weeks, and
I don’t want to make trouble.

At the same time, I'm tired of
Jim walking into my office, sit-
ting down, talking for long peri-

Dear Abby

ods and making off-color re-
marks. If I close my door, I'll
appear anti- social, but I'm tired
of being badgered because he’s
bored or because I'm the only
young female in the office. I
don’t want to get anyone in trou-
ble — I just want it to stop.
— Trapped in
North Carolina
Dear Trapped: You
are entitled to be com-
fortable in the work-
place and free from
unwanted conduct.
State and federal laws
guarantee you the right
10 be free of unwelcome
talk based on gender.
Ideally, you should tell
this man that he is
making you uncomfort-
able. However, if you
cannot bring yourself to
do it, I urge you to document what
is going on and bring your con-
cerns to the attention of your boss
or the person who handles human
resources at your company.

Dear Abby: 1am a

26-year-old female in the Navy. I

have been divorced for two years
and have two beautiful little
boys.

Last February, I met a man
and I have fallen head over
heels. He’s great with my boys
and wonderful to me. He has
expressed that although he loves
‘my kids, he also wants children
of his own. My problem: I had a
tubal ligation after my youngest
was born, and now I regret it. T
think this is the only thing that is
preventing us from going to the
next level. What should I do?

— Helpless in Washington

Dear Helpless: Call your
ob-gyn and ask if the tubal liga-
tion can be reversed. It is some-
times possible to reverse the
procedure. (The same is true of a
vasectomy.) If it is not possible,
consult an infertility specialist.

These days, there is more than
one way to skin a cat or become
a mother.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90065, headiers can wite
to Abby on the Internet at

htp:// ‘dearabby

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

{1 iike to spen Marvin, do

the rest of my
he Tt o aumeen 2
\

JUMUELE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2002 Taibune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Feserved

VAseE |
oHEON

ENGLIT WHEN THEIR

CONVERSATION
m‘jmg )OI TUR"}EEETO MAR-
NG [T

GLOONB
Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

| ] l N X ] by the above cartoon.
«p
answernere: “(( ' Y X X X XXT"
A A A MAMN AN A

{Answers Monday)

Jumbles: JUICY

Universal Press Syndicate

Worried mom is dating gold digger

Dear Annie: My dad
died three years ago. Six
months ago, my mother
met a guy while she was
walking in the park. Mom
is §9, and “Joe” is

years younger and twice
divorced. At first we were
happy for her, but then
Joe became manipulative
and controlling.

Two months ago, Joe
moved in with Mom and
suddenly quit his job.

Joe said it was just
temporary, but now he drives
Mom'’s new Mercedes and screens
her calls.

'Also, she somehow never gets
anyone’s messages on her answer-
ing machine.

My sister and I meet Mom for
Tunch every two weeks, and if we
say anything about Joe, she be-
comes very defensive. We think
he is using her and has no inten-
tion of moving out of her place or
getting another job. We are very
worried that she might marry this
man. He has proposed to her
twice, but so far she’s declined.

Mom owns her new house, two
cars and has a very nice income

Annie’s Mailbox

from Dad’s retirement
fund, plus a healthy
portfolio from good
investments made
before he died.

‘Annie, we want Mom
to be happy, but we are
terribly concerned that
she will marry this guy
and get taken to the
cleaners.

— Bad Feelings
in Georgia

Dear Georgia: Your
intuition sounds solid to
us. You cannot prevent your
mother from making a mistake if
she is determined to 3

However, since you see Mom
regularly, you still have the oppor-
tunity to influence her. Say only
nice things about Joe, but men-
tion you are concerned that she
doesn't respond to the messages
you leave on her answering ma-
chine. You also might tell her she
could allay your fears about Joe’s
motives if she puts her money in
trust, proving that he is not inter-
ested in her fortune.

Dear Annie: I read the letter
from “Riverside, Calif.,” who

attended a bridal shower where
guests addressed their own
thank-you notes and were asked to
bring their own stamps.

T agree that bringing your own
stamp is tacky (maybe one of the
bridesmaids can buy the stamps
as a gift), but at my wedding
shower, guests addressed their
own envelopes T cannot tell you
how much easier it was for me to
keep everything straight, not to
mention ensure that T had the
correct address and spelling. It's
even a good idea for the guests to
indicate who they are (“Agnes
Smith, Mike’s aunt”). I shouldn’t
have to take the next two months
off work to make sure everyone’s
thank-you note is perfect.

— A Bride in Endicott, N.Y.

Dear Bride: For heaven’s sake,
you aren’t writing a novel. No one
has to take two months off work
to compose thank-you notes. But
we agree that identifying how you
are related is helpfil
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesm: cast.net, or write
0! Annie’s Mailbox, ¢/o Creators Syndi-
cate, STT7 W. Century Blvd, Sute 700,
Los Angeles, C,

S eators syndicate

ot
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Dennis the Menace

2T e A i
*HERE'S AN IDEA ! HOW 'BOUT GIVING ME MY
STUFF NOW, AND SAVE YOURSELF ATRIPZ"

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

TULIP BARREN CAJOLE
The dance instructor demanded the students
do this — “TOE” THE LINE

Answer:

Family Circus

©2004 Bil Keana. tne
Oist. by King Festures Syrd
www familygircus.com

“Was the cold and flu season
Congress’s idea, or did you
get to vote on it?”

TR*{ o WoRE of
SRS S 0
PERHN% D LT RN GREUND..,

Non Sequitur

Ginger decides to take out Mrs. Talbot's
lower bed ence and for all. S
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Selling your couch, your
car or your Stephen

Free Ad Guidelines:

Bulld Your Business for As Little As $21 a week!

Stars and Smpes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad
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Sell it FREE in Stripes
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21 days!
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Home Electronics 570

Kadena, Okinawa - One Hitachi

control, $35: NC - XV-
$3008K DVD player ane year
id with remote, ne Sony
Mavica FD73 ' greatpictures
diec 1o dis i
633-1830.

Okinawa: PINBALL
MACH\NE Markot valio $1400
price $800 fuly restored. Al
nlcdmmc oards were focently
nalyzed and_rebuit P\ayﬂe\d
il restored. cal 65

dena, Okinawa — Play
Station? _contoler, $15; PS
controller, $10; Play  station
power cord, $5; Play station
video cable. 10, X-Box control-
ler $20. Call 633-2106
Kadena, Okinawa - Play station
with 2 controllers and 10
games. Asking 320000060 Call

Kadona, Okinawa - PS2 Gam
o Salt Wil sl or 50 o

il as gions: Vaddon

b Rebelion, Desert
torm, Stuntman, and  Metal
Gear ‘Soid 2 $10 each. NBA

call Dosiroe @ 6334269
dena, Okinawa -
ik OB player Cood Sontaiory
o, 530000, asking
$100.00. 633-208

r 5400, Wil sell for

surround sound speakers. $350
Call Soott ©@ 6323576

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony receiv
o £ise €O changer, and ape
deck: Seling all for $400.00 o
bes offer Call Rick © 6331505
01 6445529,

adena, Okinawa - VTec Al

e-mailmothy.moore @kadena.
atmil

Jewelry 610

Couttney-1/2 _carat _diamond
cluster ring, white' and_ yol
gold, size 7. Best offer takes .
8228455

dena, Oknawa - Beauttu

Toundioaguett sides. Mini con-
dilon pa ove $1600 askmg
§750 oo, 653412 o “emal
paulandbritt@ yahoo.com
picturesiquestions

Kadena, Okinawa - Beautiul

bagueties and_rounds accons.
Over 1 caral T. W. bought in
gates for over 81600, asking
$7 Email
Daulandbnlléyehuo com for pic-
tures or call 633-4124,

Kadena, Okinawa - Gorgeol
Gamond platium engagement
fing and wedding band! Round
onler diamond Is 172 ct with
bagueties on side (iotal dia-
mands on ring = /4 cl) Sze 6.5
Eough n s fom Zifes fof
Wil sell  for
70006 080, Cat 632774

Kadena, Otinava - Narasse | o
Gngagarment g ih maicnn
i %wwuu

red Mey
prove  all ASking $1.200 050
call 6336122 or emall for

et u re s

Outdoor Living 775

Fostr, Okinawa - Moy 220
375 p lawnmower: (One

ihe big wheel in the back) hl"e
rust bit as good as new. Bough
SR for 129, Aoking 850,
5456145,

Kadena, Okinawa - 100+/-
chain ik fence wih gate,
ul, $200. Call ' Chris * at
63356637 or 090-1949-4229.

Kadena, Oknaw - Huge grl
parlies or _large
Taris. Boudt 1o $559 o
year Wi il for 75 080, Cal
Jessica 632.3121

eavg moseag

Kadena, Okinawa ray
v Viower o Sal. 20 et
cut 3 112 horsepower. $45.00
Cail Bil at 633.0699.

na, Okinawa
Karmaner S120 now. Seiny
570, Runs fne, can,
Lo e
acocks @kda.atmilne jp

', Okinawia - Set of whit

o' penic tami. They yere 70
Gach “0BO. Call 6331913
interested

Yokota, Japan - Gas grll, dual
bumer, propane tank, $20. Call
227 691

ost 670

=

KRR o eom E\eoham
Bracelt on Kader
e Bloace cal § ou o 60
received one recently as a gift
from someone. Special gif from
my husband irepiaceabie seni
menal value  633-1509  or
We3cows @oasis.mediattnet

5 Musical Instruments 740

Atsugi - Guitar for sale. Treat
yoursel o cary Civsinas. it
Zonditon

Sancard, oneybust~ trigh
New. never used. Wil go fast.
donit wail Killer

- We have a lot of
 games o sel. Wil sl for
Chosp. Panang o
Plesse cal S350 or emaw
ip cury @hacena.afmi

Yolota, Japan - VG RX-868
VBK DDIDTS, stereq_recever
with remote control, $250. Call
227.2792.
ama, Japan - X-Box Gaming
System for sale, excellent cond:
tion, comes with DVD Kt (2)
oioers (1) sterng ree
wipedal ) Helo Mor
mwwmﬂ st Wars, Nead for
. V-Tec Racing, and orgh
na\ bnxes Askmg $1600r OB
G garmamons @45 army

omail Jim at: buzzmorg@mary.
medattnel

Outdoor Living 775

Foster, Oknawa, - 35 p 20°

lawn mower and sleciric vieed

calges or - Take bolh pieces
for $55 obo. Call 646-5897.

Foster, Oknawa - Beautiul
Patlo Set. Lte new! el cared
Unerela " 1
Unapencer New $280 yours o
S175 Nice plush chal pilows
and top glass table is  nicel
Slocads "00616350%  or
vahnkahmlchanlﬂ@hmmm\

Pets 820

Foster - 3.year old male Chihua-
hua. CKC registered. Al shol
Up o date, Mlmncmpgnd Ready
10 breed! $200.00 646-5488

Fostor, Okinawa - Free 10 good

3 great far mﬂx
Sog) Comer wa a1'933.078¢
or 080-1087-870

Foster, Okinawa - Free 10 good
home(s). 1 fawn male Boser, 1
brindlo female boxer. PCSing,
forced 1o ind_homes. Greal
dogs,  registored fomale i
spayed. Wil separate. Please, |
need 1 find a good home for
Some groat dogs) Contact Togd

- jear_oid
male Welsh_Pembroke. Cor

a5 been neutered and a shots
are curent, Very playiul and
foving. Pamany Aramed Must
find new horn Thissfor
e Vel Cal 253098 o

003768 5456 Aok or Pt

Kadena, Okinawa o
Ghain Ik dog pen wih gate an
ghade cover. 376,00 06O ch
Chris at _633-6
090-1049-4229.

Photography 830

Gourney,  Okinawa - Hawlett
Packard 1.3 mp digial camera:
Perfoct for clementary school
children. $40 Call Mike
6228235

Coutney, Okinawa - Sony Cy-

ber shat 3.3mega pixel digial

camera wilh 64 m memory sic

and charger. 120 Cal Mike
26235,

osir, Okngva - Ohmpus
310 Uira B 2.1 e
&, good for 810 s, Image
Stabilzation ferios &
o Over- 500" Mogs, 1
Sman Media cards. Excllont
ameral Email_ meyers @oass.
ediatt.nel or call 6454277

Foster Okinawa_ - Panasonic
FZ.10. Comes with 64mb card
Lie now. just bougnt _this
sping, bul | want something a
liio more professenal. Asking
275.00. I 00
shanwcnnehmmm\cum o

Kadena, Okinawa - One Sony
Mavea ' FO7S ezt pmuves
jrect T 40 Cal
6331830,
Kadena, Okinawa - Sony digtal
camera 13 mega pixel, comes
ithcase nsucions anderra
ard. $45 call
Kaden - Pam e 72 i
num brushed
orgina package. - Tha.lgh
Weight hard cas allows yoli 1o
take pholos_without removing
The case. $15, call 9569659
reat g dea.
~ Tolna AMC

Flopmato "Canss for ‘Ganon
moun " camera, $5000 obo
Email wesnbeityl@ fizvel
or plcturss of more normation
Or call 6333125,

Toys 945

Courtney. Okinawa - Rocking

s
attnt or cal 62

Gourney. Okinawa - Soid wood

Shoreloaming com. Wil sel for
$35. Call 652.6024 or emall
nishati@oasis mediattinet

oster, Okinawa - 8 in 1 jungle
G o saig Bt nesd.agy.
more. It was used for daycare
St faded but in safe conditon.
$100 Please Call 646-5757.

Foster, Okinawa - GREAT X-

Tovokanmiehael77 @ hotma

—
Pet Accessories 822 | ob

Foster, Okinaa - Litle Ties
Conring Sounds Gournet Kich

p\ay ood, eme“enl conanmm
b asking S30.

Toys 945

Foster, Okinawa - Swan Lake
arbie’ Computer Game: Groal
Xmas gift ideal In BX $18 yours
for only $10.00 Very cute and
nothing wrong with il 646-6838

090-6163-5036 or
rebekahmichael77& @ hotmail

Foster - X-MAS reindeer. 1
mouing 1 stand Fw) X
yourseny 20 Sl box never

penedl s
080-6163-5036 or * email
rebekahmmhae\ﬁ@holmaﬂ

Kadena, Ok - Outge

Kadena, Okinawa - Seling
talking Diva Star dolis_ (Nikki

lexs, Tia, & Summen) and
their Gccessories. Al of this Is
used but in good shape. Wil sell
all for $15. Cal Mcholo at
6323527

Waker, Korea - This Litle Tkes

terior_platiorm is_en-

cosed witn_ high side._yalls

Asking $20.00.  Call
5017729,

Sporting Goods 980

Fostor, Okinawa - 48 Ibs. asst,
ofl walghia, $4900. 2 DI ig

Yoke a0 $20.00 cach. 2
Joca "S- Guston wer suts
Used twice, XL male

5. Er
ot & ca a5
Foster, Okinawa - $60.00 Tram-
poiine e rust on metal but in
working condition. You pack and
pickup and its yours.  Mike
Bas 3o

Foster, Okinawa - Reebok exer-

barcly Usod adusiablo
he-wh\ zzs Conact Grace &t
2 (leave a message).

Foster, Okinawa - Women's

iough SW. Asking 250
Email_shanrycon@hotmail com
call 6462432

Kads imost new

condiion! Only two months old,

my kids are just 100 young for .

Would make a great Ch

g s300 050 Cafess Tée?
wel@hotm:

Kadena, Okinawa -
Tor S Comes i evaviong
you need lo work out with. $225
0BO call 6336513,

Kadena, Oinawa -_Mediu
Sherwood Sinouerte BCD. great
condiion. Asking$125° OBO
Call Mick or Patty @ 633:3729

Are you interested in supporting
nilitary history not just
icading about it

-

Stars and Stripes, a first amendment newspaper, is the
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career after the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil.
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Openings include
2 USMC Korea billets (Open Dec 04)
1 USN Tokyo Journdlist (immediate vacancy)
1 USN Tokyo (Open Feb 05)
Photo Journalist (Sep 05)
1 USN YNT Tokyo Information Manager
(immediate vacancy)
Your Hometown Newspaper
STARSI#STRIPES.

wwwstripes.com

Sporting Goods 980 | Sporting Goods 980 _ | Sporting Goods 980

Kadena, Okinawa - Men's Body | Kadena, Okinawa - Srorkel set [ Kinser, Okinava -  Ocearic
Glovs 2 pc et sut and dive | ith bag for sale! Set includes Dﬁggﬂ‘;ﬁmﬂ‘\g Mask: fvom
s 51757080, bick rco n | mis medum long wel suf | e i) aan @ m

for, 4000 080 Cal

., Mask 2 snorkel Tusa | booties size 11, .
Flaina $25; Mask + snorkel | fippers, and mask wih storage | Sl o, cal
Tusa Pano Geo new S35, felt | case, weignis and gloves. Gear | 637 4484 or  emai
5ol dive boots $15, Akona dive | fs I oxcellnt Condion: anly A
820w/ Shouder irags $25 take | used tice. Seling. 01 S120.| yongsan - Lio now Taylor
1l 3300 OBO Call Tod | Cal 6331233, Yongsan, - Lo now Tavir
6336737, iron-PW. Only used two times.
Kadnea Okinawa - Dive gear: | (or 1l OO, 158 10 Umes,

S0 aaronice. ioraor, Adusta | masks, eguiaors, B, go aly S
Dle” haighs. Make. offer, Gl | masks and snorkele al reasona | 235oerSinall, priced at over
633-7457. bl priced call 633-4806. or best offer. Call 011-695-4503.

e O
K, o s e | FHES® U048 S0 55| oy S8 300, Sl
&

seII it...... Free!

Advertise your car, truck, matarcycle,
boat, ar bicycle in Stripes freel
Mo chargel On usl
Up to 7 lines of copy for 21days - fres!
Call Clossified today at 229-327¢6
or e-mail us at dlossifieds@pstripes.osd.mil,
individuals anly - no dealers!

Your Siipes. Yaur Siory, Get i Daly.

STARSk,#STRIPES.

clreulation@stripes.osd md
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ON GUIDE

STRIPES RELOCATI

|
PCSing to Northern VA7
contact |
ISABELLE OLSON

your military relocation specialist

« specializing in military transfers
« military spouse

+ french/german speaking

« ask about my special military buyers program

DEVOTED TO PERSONALIZED QUALITY SERVICE
GCentu
—T

001540 659 1450 ext.213 g
email: isabelleolson @mris.com

Denver-Aurora
Colorado Springs
Parker, Castle Rock, Monument, Larkspur

Colorado PCS Realty

FREE relocation kit, home sales & VA loan
information. Check our web site for FREE,

temporary, furnished lodging available to

our home buying customer

www.coloradopcs.com

[Ty 9
30 min. Homes, Horse
or less Farms, New
‘commute! construction.

FT. BRAGG
POPE AFB

Live in the

<Golf Capital”)

Pinehurst, Southern Pines NC
Check out www.moorenc.com
Jim Murray, rayplumas@nc.rr.com

800-528-5742 USA
Moore Co. Real Estate Brokers

“We Serve Wher
— Prof

Former Milit:

Per
Time Home Buy
Mortgage Pre-approval, Maps

I
FORT GORDON

GEORGIA (Or anywhere in the US)

EXCLUSIVE
Buyers Agent!

Augusta Home Buyer's
Connection

See our website for homes, loan

information, important area links

E-mail: broker@AugustaHomeBuyers.com|

Call: 888-253-2707
ugustaMortgageSol
ugustaHomeBuyer:

You Serve”
onal Realtors

ge, School Information,
ng,

the area, Job Information.

We Serve Where You Serve!

SALES and RENTALS
Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680

www.fortstewart.com

Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors

Email: cbholtzman@clds.net
730 General Stewart Way * Hinesville, GA 31313

Retired Air Force member is will-
ing to locate the right house for
you and your family in the
Fayetteville area. Contact me for
¥ referrals to other areas.
MarkJohnson@remax.net
=———— =" Direct : (910)391-5804

All Bases and Retirement Destinations

Find your home today!
www.TheEmetGroup.com

- Retired USAF — We know the PCS process

- Serving all the Military Community

= Do your loan qualification now, before you PCS.

Want more? C

|

Waller & Susan Lamerton
or 1L

t us Rea

wlamerton@tampabay.rr.com
Toll Free 866-856-6318

@
GLoBAL Mortgage

What's your scene?

STANDARD ISSUE
MEETS A NEW STANDARD

AEALIN &
rionEss) ||| STARSY, #STRIPES.
BMSWUB“. Your Hometown Newspaper
CROS

STARS&gSTRIPES Wherever You Go, We Go
Buy Stripes this Sunday and - -
every Sunday to get your scene! estripes.osd.mil

Fort Bragg & Pope AFB

wiww.fayettevilleopenhouse.com
1000’ of Homes for Sale
Relocation Package 1000's of l{‘()m&.g for Rent
40 Page Home Buyers Guide + VA Preapproval 100% of Pictorial Tours

Ge i .
[iriveciet s S A|| FREE Real Estate Magazine
|

(5]
&5 B Fort Lewis, WA [

FORT JACKSON, SC

Web Site: www.fortjacksonrelo.com
E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com

Call Bob Duker, USA, Ret.
Write: Military Relocation Team
7001 St. Andrews Ro. PMB 102+ Columbia, SC 29212

L
Home Buyers Guide Homes for Sale VA Mortgages unrts |

Testimonials Fort Lewis Info Maps | sceooc o
Govt Repos Why Buyer's Agent? Contact Us CLASSIFIEDS

LOCAL AREA |||

CALL 1-360-491-6500
Northern VA, Quantico, DC

#1 tary Relocation Specialist

bobgnova@erols.com
www.bobgrahamvarelo.com

Free Relo Packet - Long and, Foster
PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DC or Northern VIRGINIA?

Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere!
Call for a FREE, comprehensive
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package:
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-913-7880
Call Toll Free:
Italy: | 678 78158 UK: 0800 96 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459
Netherlands: 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781
www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com
e-mail: BECKY@longandfoster.com
T T

Fort Hood

First Community Mortgage
Tammy Thornhill
Assistant Vice President
Tammy.thornhill@1stnb.com
Tel. 254.542.5100
Toll Free. 01.308.18786

15
jcommuniTy
MORTGAGE

www.zehrrealestateteam.com zehrteam@earthlink.net 28 coousl

Sales and Rentals « FREE Relocation Packets
cawLUS Mike or Denise Zehr

"Years of Texas Friendly Service"

Toll Free: 0800-826-4620

506 Town Square Shopping Center
1-254-587-2019 ™ o peras Cove, Texas 76522
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STRIPES RELOCATION GUIDE

COLORADO
PCSing to Colorado Springs?

Call Christa Miranda

or Tiffany Ades (A.

A 26 year Military Family
moving Mountains to make
Yyour Real Estate Dreams come true.

German Speaking.

HOME

ASSISTING HIIIIMIY FAMILIES
Nationwide Lender.
Lowest Rates. Guaranteed.

CATHOLIC

800.270.8565
WWWLCATHOLICHOMELDAR.COM

CALL GENE & ERIKA GUDENKAUF
ToLL FREE FOR Y¢

0-800-181- 66 1 2
One Call Does Tt Gl

Free Relocation P:
Property Re
Local Listings  School Reports
ion and more!

LOAN

www.area-home.com
or email us at
denkaufl@remax.net

Gene & Erika Gudenkauf

ouq
Teamwork that makes ‘your dream work!

RE/MAX Advantage +

1 888-470- 708‘)

Ven

-E M, Radcliff, KY ot

Ft Jackson * Shaw AFB % Charleston AFB

Beaufort MCAS * Parris Island x Naval Hosp
HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS
Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms”
“One stop shopping™-We handle it all
Loan Approval ¢ Negotiations ¢ Inspections ¢ Insurance ¢ Closing
Call George: 1-800-310-5112 weekends are OK or

COM OF WWW. com

MEMBER FDIC
Cash Back

I
M Rc To Buyers
pcsingto FORT

Ft. Bragg, Ft. Campbell, Ft. Stewart, Ft. Lewis, Ft. Knox...?
FREE RELOCATION INFORMATION
Call Chris Roussel

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors
2705-E Highway 190, Copperas Cove, TX 76522

Call Toll Free: 100-2106 - E-Mail: m

UMRC

e

Ask for: Relocation Pkg, info on Schools, Area & Jobs

Home Buyer Representation Realty, Inc. NO FEES!
| |

Washington, D. C. Area
& Northern Virginia
Free 200 Page Book

“How to Buy Your Home,
Without Gelting Ripped 04"

K

Area Maps, Newspapers
Over 50,000 Homes for sale

www.TerrySeaman.Com

Pre-qualify with National Bank Mortgage - Toll Free: 0-800-182-4032
Lee Hufiner - FDIC/Equal Housing Lender

T T
www.coldwellbanker.com
* New Home Construction

* Serving Deridder and Leesville
* Free Relocation Information

Contact Me Today!
BoterOnr '
Broker/Owner
Wayne Hall Real Estate wayneohall@yahoo.com
800-877-0677 (337) 463-9994

T T
COLORADO
Force Academy-Peterson & Schriever AFB

Ft. Carson-NORAD:
NEW BUILT or RESALE? = FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?
RELOCATION PACKAGE FOR HOME BUYERS
“"CHECK OUT OUR BIG $3$ SPECIAL!

PETRA HAEBICH

Broker Associate

# DWIGHT HOWARD

RE/MAX PARTNERS, Inc. “‘5’ Branch Manager
PetraHaebicheREMAX.net ¥ RBC MORTGAGE

www.PetraHaebich.com
We’ll get you Pre-Approved BEFORE you move!

Fort'Benning Bound?
*

* K Five Star Service * *
With the Buyer's Resource Team
Steve Freeman
& Mary Ellen Vernie

Military
rmany 0800-2255-288-888-399-7356
relocatecolumbus@mindspring.com
www.columbusgarelocation.com
E

REALESTATERS IN
Provided in Min

Elkins

at, Hamene@Mor(gageAmenca com

706-322-1800 or Toll Free 1-888-399-RELO
The Home You Want...
Where You Want It!
(Quatlity Homes Built On Your Land!

Visit

col

and visit the most interactive home
builder's site on the we

virtuial tour of som
b informative vide
= Make
& maore!

Cheose from
from 900 to

In Southeast U;A Ccall
1 800 New-House

FREE Floor Plan Book & Video

Professional Service - Personal Touch

Standard Issue Meets A New Standard
estripes.osd.mil
STARSW#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Terry Seaman Realty 1-800-708-9969
T 7

Read

Stripes online at

/ Www-Strijpes-com

STARSu & STRIPES,

Your Hometown

Newspaper
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The Pacific Forecast Al and maps p by A e oroos
AccuWeather.com
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Sunday Today Sunday
Mainiand Japan High Tide 42126 33123 37730
kosuka 652am. 5:19pm.  7:28am. 546pm Mostly cloudy, |Clouds, then Windy, cold; | Clouds;
Sasebo 10:04am.  924pm.  1039am. 958 pm. chilly dlearing snow showers | maybe snow
Korea and rain
Cheju Island/Sogip'010:23 am. 10:19 pm.  11:13am. 1105 pm
Kunsan 222am. 300pm  308am. 346 pm
Okinawa, Nana G4oam 603pm  735am 645pm | [SHANGHAL TORYO
Guam, Apra Harbor 741am. 558 pm. 8:36am. 6:39 pm. Today Sunday =
Mainand Japan s2/47 o047 K7 Shaa
Yokosuka 12:02 pm. none  1221am. 12:33pm Clouds, hazy | Partly cloudy Mostly cloudy:
Sasebo 3:26 a. 3:55 p.m. 4:01am. 429pm. partly cloudy | maybe
Korea showers
Cheju lsland/Soguip'o 4:52am. §50pm.  S42am. 642pm
Kunsan ot6am $87pm 1000am 1043 pm
Okinawa,Naha  1210am. 1217pm.  1254am  1.02pm
[Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 12:35am. 1248pm.  1:20am. 143pm SOUTHERN JAPAN
® For tides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha tides: gg%:;‘y ?;Ir"g:!y
2 Wan: -39, Sesoko Byoch: 11 high and low tde .
Unten Ko: -7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: -44 high, -42 low. China Sunshine and | Mosty cloudy;
some higt maybe
i clouds showers
Taiwan
Partly sunny Some
HONG KONG VY owers
BANGKOK Today Sunday
Today Sunday 73/63 73/63
;7"‘ "1 ;7":‘1 y Mostly sunny, |Sunshine
fostly sunny | Mosty sunny Thailand |nazy SUAW
'PpI Today Sunday
84/75 86/77
= Some Scattered
7 VANILA SN showers; | showers
Today ‘Sunday % breezy
88/74 88/74 0 7
Partly sunny | Partly sunny

As of 7 a.m. Friday, Tokyo time

Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA
Monday: Partly sunny, Monday: Periods of clouds and
high 55, low 41. sunshine,
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, high 75, low 61.
high 54, low 42 Tuesday: Partly sunny,

high 73, low 61.

SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA

Monday: Partly sunny, Monday: Partly sunny, Monday: Showers,

high 39, low 26. high 88, low 74. high 84, low 77.

Tuesday: Partly sunny, Tuesday: Periods of clouds and Tuesday: Showers,

high 47, low 31. sunshine, high 86, low 77.
high 86, low 72.

Thursday’s USA Temperatures

U.S. Extended Forecast

A potent storm system will continue

Saturday, December 11

ey HIGHILOW  cITY HIGHILOW to impact the Northeast and Ohio
I o
Abuquerque 5433 Los Angeles  T0Ie2 Valley on Saturday. Rain will spread
Anchorage 22115 Louisville 57/46 o from Pennsylvania to Maine during
‘Asheville 56/47  Miami 8272 the morning hours. The rain will taper
Baltimore 50/43  Milwaukee 46/41 rcsiubn S off to a couple of showers along the
Birmingham 71/52  Nashville 63/51 3831\ Northeast Coast, while the rain will
Bismarck 3722 New York 49142 A0y vt change over to some snow across
ggwss;n 32@; g:;ar:}ao ggﬂgg 'cwc\mu*n/ northern New England and western
0",
Brownsville 83/58  Philadelphia 50/42 Pennsylvania. Behind this system,
Buffalo 47/38  Phoenix 69/52 flurries will overspread the Great
Burlington 40/29  Pittsburgh 51/44 Lakes and the Ohio Valley and the
Charleston, SC  79/64  Portland, OR  52/50 colder air will seep into the
Charlotte 58/52  Portland, ME  43/32 Southeast. Temperatures will remain
Cleveland 51/41  SaltLake City ~ 48/37 warm across the Southwest and
g!’}u(mhbusv OH g;gf g'anLg:“ﬁm . gg:g Rockies as an area of high pressure
ulut i

El Paso 64/40  San Diego 67/54 g::)rt"h?e(respaf;;/lc ";f:r':‘ers F:"wever‘i
Hartford 45/34  San Juan 86/72 Y ystom wi
Helena 4730 Tampa 83/68 bring more rain and mountain snow
Indianapolis 5342 Tulsa 63/38 to the already saturated Northwest
Jacksonville 82166 Washington 52146

Kansas City ~ 55/37  Wichita 63/33

Saturday’s Pacific Temperatures Saturday’s World Temperatures

cry HGHLOW Ty HGHLOW Ty HIGHILOW cry HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Bangkok 87/70 Iwakuni 62/46 Sasebo NB 64/49 Acapulco 90/73  Budapest 45/39  Kabul 49/26  Nairobi 79/55
Beijing 49/27  Kadena AB 7767 Sapporo 33/23 Athens 50/39  Buenos Aires  85/70  Kiev 31/29  New Delhi 85/55
Camp Casey 42/31 Kunsan AB 50/37  Seoul 42127 Auckland 62/49  Cairo 75/49  Kuwait 70/47  Oslo 9/32
Christchurch 60/42 Kwajalein 85/76 Shanghai 62/47 Baghdad 59/40  Cancun 76/59  London 51/43  Paris 9/39
Diego Garcia 86/77 Manila 88/74 Singapore 86/75 Barbados 85/68 Cape Town 89/70  Madrid 50/37  Rio de Janeiro 81/66
Hagatna 84/75 Misawa AB 39/25 ydney 80/64 Barcelona 54/42  Geneva 49/41 Mexico City ~ 62/42 Rome 56/45
Hanoi 74162 Osan 46/31 Taegu 54/36 Berlin 46/38  Istanbul 42/33  Montreal 32/22 St Petersburg 38/27
Hong Kong 73/63  Perth 80/59  Taipei 75/62 Bermuda 80/68 Jerusalem 63/48 Mogadishu  91/73  Stockholm 41/31
Honolulu 81/66 Pusan 55/42 Tokyo 57142 Brussels 48/40  Johannesburg 84/57 Moscow 27118  Warsaw 44/33

Sell it.......Free!

Adverise your car, ruck, molorcycle,
o, or bicycl in Sipes frea!
gl On us]
Up 1o 7 lines of copy for 21day - res!
‘Call Classfed today o1 2293276
emal s o ]

dassifiedsepsripes.os
ducls only - na declers!
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Saturday

R 3 am.-College basketball:
Texasc nsuan at kansas (dld),
AFN. m.-Golf: World Challenge,
secor\d roun
am.-College _football:
NCAA Div- I AA semifinal ames Madison ai
Willam &1
ports, 5:30 a.m.-NBA: Philadelphia at
chicnae

AFN r:adm Okinawa, Korea, 5:30 a.m.NBA:

i¢/korea, noon-College basket-
T R abana-gialngram. 2t okahoma

Am-snons, 12:30 p.m.-NBA: Portland at

Seattle at N.Y. Jets
Denver at K
Buff

Ballasat PhTadaiohia
Diego at Cleveland

Tennessee at Oaklan:
Baltimore at \nmanavohs w

New England at M\amw
Injury report

YORK. — The National Football
league injury report, as provided by

lichgo Bears. (s AT mcksonviLLE
JAGUARS (6-6) rs: OUT: QB Craig Kren-
ze\ (znk\e/IR) oussnomms TE Desmond

DA Son b S Ok Aoy St (A
(di-Sports, 11 panNBA: Portand f Utah

Sunday

ncys R Byan Johnson (foct: T jonn Tt
fkne: PROBABLE: S Bobby Gray (heel); DT
mmie Harris (knee: DE Adewale Ogunl-
ore (g 18 Brian unacner (eo), Jagua
NABLE: S D knee): TE

i
AFN-Pacific/Korea, 3 am.-College basket-

ball;Utah at Arizon.
ic, 3:30 a.m.-College basketball:
Indlana ERartd
am.

ollege basketball: Ore-
Qon 2t Moo

FN-Pacific/K
NEAA i A

Callege football

rea, 5 a.m.
\AA semifinal, Sam_Hou:

i
FN radio, Okinawa, K
basketba\l' i Force at Geordia Tech,
AFN- am-College basketball:
S(anlordatM\cmgan tate.

AFN-Sports, 6 am. Colle

ports, lege
v. I chammonsmp. Pm(sburg S St
dos!a State atFlorerice, Ala.

7 amCollege basket-
bal\ DePauI SNt Darne:
acific/Korea, 10 am.-NBA: Sacra-
mentoat Indiana,
FN-Sports, 10 a.m.-College football: Heis-
man Traphy presentatio
radio Okinawa,
Clpperev X e
FSports, 5 pameGolf: World Challenge,
iy ruund (dld).
, 9 pam.Pro_boxing: Antonio
"Glen” Johnson, - light-heavy-
wewghts atLosAn eles.
lantic, 9 p.m.-College basketball:
pepperdie s uCL KBS

fon.
; 1230 pmNBA: LA

I Times Japan and Korea Standard time;
a8 Incioates Celayed hroadcact Al ISings
are subject o change. Visit www.myal

for more information.

Pro football

NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

WLT Rt
New England FER Rz 5
N 9 30 750254 175
6 6 0 500260 224
210 0 167 19 269
South
Indianapolis 93 0 .750 431 263
Jacksonville 66 0 500198 225
jouston 570 41723 289
Tennessee 480 33323129
North
Pittsburgh 110 917213 184
Baltimore. 750 583233191
Cincinnati 6 6 0 500268 272
Cleveland 39 0 250240 308
West
San Diego 9 30 750339 238
Denver 75 0 583274 712
Kansas City 480 33334132
akland 4 8 0 33323328
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
xPhiadelphia 1110 917 340 181
570 417209 230
Dalins 570 41723 328
Washington 28 0 333169 201
South
Atlanta 93 0 .750 232 242
Carolina 57 0 417289 257
Tampa Bay 57 0 417233 203
New Orleans 48 0 333253344
North
Green B: 750 58331829
Minnesota 750 583305286
Detroit 570 417218 269
Chicago 5 7 0 41719 235
X West
st. Louis 6 6 0 500253 305
Séattle 66 0 500278 266
Arizona 480 33319225
an Francisco 111 0 083 198 336
x-clinched division
lay’s games.

Qakland at Atlanta

rampa Bay at San Diego
hiladeiphia ot Washington
lay's game
Kansas City at Tsnnessee
lay, Dec. 18
Pittsburgh at N GIARES
Washington at San Fran
Carolina at Atlanta
unday, Dec. 19
Houston at Chicago
Minnesota at Detroit

Wiightar “(oatior
s W3ty Smith thanc:
DT Marcus Stroud (knee)
CINCINNATI BENGALS (66) AT NEW EN-
GLAND PATRIOTS (11.1) ~ Bengals: QUES.
: CB Rogers Beckett (nec:
3 o Fowell

hamstring); LB Brian Simmons (knee); T
Alex Sulfsted (Achilles): RB Kenny Watson
eadis adleuwwl(\lagts( uadricep). Patri-

TyL
Pome Pasle (khed). QUESTIONABLE: Ls Mali
Chatham (hamsfring) TE Daniel Papiam
oman phifer (cal; CB Asante Sar

el (shouider). PROBABLE: 08
(right shoulder); R lon (t
RandallGay (arm; o8 T Mhler hEshout
fen

CLEVELAND BROWNS (39) AT BUFFALO

rows hris Crocker
mceps) QuESHONAB G el Holcomb
Michael L¢

chan (
ayion Mcculcheon (shouwm RS 'Lee
uags (toe), PROSAD
Saicia (riohishonens
ardncr (neskcervical stinge
enry (ar

(e RB v
s (knee). QUESTIONABLE: CB

oy Vincent (knee), BROBABLE: T jonas Jon-

nings (Shoulden): (rmkewunams (knee).

(7 ) 0ss Baile:
(neo: WR [nme Drummond (snoumer

UBTFUL: mando_ Bryant nkleX
QUESTIONAELE‘ 5 Kaimba ST

ared Devries (groln
on Fox (4houlGeD; L8 AGK Lowle (ankiey
Packers: DOUBTFUL: LB Nat Diggs (kidney):
PROBABLE: T Kevin Barry (quadricep); DT
Grady Jackson (knee): S Enawon Jue (con-
cussion); C Grey Ruegamer (ankle); S Darren
Sharper knee),
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS (9:3) AT HOUSTON
(5-7) — IT: S Bob Sanders
Tiee): 68 Qerome sap(rms) QUESTION-
ABLE: TE Dallas Clark (calf); G Tupe Peko
(arklex.C effSaturday (calf) PROBABLE: DE
Raheem Brock (hand.
(Shouicen; Gt
Hartsock (ankle/foot) L6 Ca
& Ryan Lilia (angy

roin). Texans: B Tony Hol
1962 Garmeting, PROBABLE.C Stove) McKm-
ney (chest); S Jason_Simmons (head): DI
Gary Wa\ker (foot; ¢ Zech Wiegert Tneer.
10) AT DENVER BRON-
oS e =) Zach Thomas
(hamstring). SOSURTELL: R Sarmmy Morris

(ribs). PROBABLE: LB Tony Bua (quadrice
Chambers (ribe); 08 AJ. F
(ot e naerspeciorah; K- o

Mare (right calf); DT Mario Monds (hand.
LB Eddie Moore (knee); LB Derrick Pope
(shoulden): DE Jason Taylor (hand); LB
id Williams Gjaw). Broncos: OUT: b

: 88 Reuben_ Droughns
(thigh/necky: S John Lynch (elvis)
W_ORLEANS SAINT

Teneers, QUETIBRASLE: Wi o
lor (quadricep): WR Amani Toomer

Gary Baxler (shoulder) T Orlando

o) RB (anke); Ci
DR e o

(back); P Dave Zastud\l (shoulder). PROBA-

BLE: WR Clarence Moore (knee); RB Alan
Ricard (kneey; C8 Raymond Walls (wrish,

NEW _YORK JETS (3-3) AT PITTSBURGH
STEELERS (11-1) = Jets: OUT: DE Jonn Abra-
ham (knee). QUESTIONA  Hob-
son (ankle). Celestin

(ankle); WR Jerricho Cotchery (namsmng),
LB Jason Glenn (forearm). T: (8
Kendrell ell groiny; CB e Seott (7es),
QUESTIONAB jaxico Burress (ham:
Sine R Verron Haynes (kneey BE Brot

der); LB Clark Ha%gans (groin); LE
Harrison (shoulder (R
hidi lwuoma (shoulder); WR Sean
oredv (quadricep); QB Ben Roethiisberger
R R ek Vincent. Cavadr

p).

OAKLAND RAIDERS (4-8) AT ATLANTA FAL-
CONS (5:3) — Raiders: OUT: G Ron stone
(knee): RB_ Tyr eatley  (ham-
ooty DOUBYFUL‘ TE Courtoey Ander-

on e, S Marques Anderson (quadr-
: DE Tyter Brayton 0: WR Jonnite Mo-
FanY oot LB Rt syitn kne). QUES-
TIONABLE: WR Alvis Whitted (hip). F
QUESTIONAELE‘ DT Edward Jasper mana),
€8 Jason Webster (qroin). PROBABLE:
Eran finneran tan

SAN FRANCISCO ks (L0 AT ARIZONA
(4~ dsers: OUT: A& Ke

Rattay (foot). QuEST\DNAELE By Wil

fams (tog). PROBABLE: DE Join Enge\herger
wrist). Cardinal

e e e D08 e erith (e

QUESTIONABLE: L5 Karlos Danshy Tnecrth

James Darling (Achilles ichael Stone

BRGLE: T Le ona vd Dot Gnee):

hench Dockett (Grom

(sirep throat): S Adrian wuson (shou\der)
SEAT KS (6-6) AT MINNESOTA

VikNGS 7.5) =

Bernard

had Brown (knee); CB Bobby
Tay\or (kncc) QUESTIONABLE S Terreal Bier-
1a (backy: L8 Tracy White (hamstring)
Cade Woodard ings: OUT:
Wt ik Cbomers. BOUBTFULS La gaopall
$mith (concussion); C8 Antoine Winfield
ankle

ST: LOUIS RAMS (6-9) AT CAROLINA PAN-

ERS (5-7) — OUT: G Ch

string); L8 (concussion); P
o ictorn, (quanncew PROBABLE: QB
Jake Delhomme right thumd).
UCCANEERS (57) AT SAN
DIEGO CHARGERS (9-3) neer:
DOUBTFUL: S Jermaine Philis (arm). PROBA-
BLE: S Dexter Jackson (hamstring); TE Dave
nkle): RE Michacl Pitman (nee:
D1 Dewayne White (caf), Chargers; OUT,
Sammy Bavis (lower Ieg 'rac!ure) ?(us
TIONABL £ ht (t

am:

(Ramstringy; RB Jésse Chatman (toc).
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES (11-1) AT WASHING-

TON REDS! Agles: Der
ick Burgess. (sternum): ne

(harr(\strm ). DOUBTFUL: nls Jerome McDou—
e (kne

0e); DT Jerm:
(knee); CB Walt Harris (hamstring); T Rob:
ert Royal (knee); DI Joe Salave'a (kne

s Bt (ankiey: & Randy Thomas
CRast ngh: W Jams Thvash (hamstingy:

jonday
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS (4-5) AT TENNESSEE

TITANS (4-8) ~ E Vonnie Holli-
day (g e e n\mes(k nec),DOU
FUL: C Chis Bober (toe) QUES

Monty Beisel (caif); G Will smems ooo: ;s

Greg Wesley (hamstring): TE Kris Wilst

(arkle): s Jerome Woods (knee) PRDBABLE
johi_ Browning mar

(knee),

B Trent Greer\ (rlbs7 O Junfor S\a—

Foed Kl Cankie): L Cod Spencer abdo.
men); DT Randy Starks (knee).

College basketbal
Men’s AP Top 25 fared

Wednesay
1 lllinois (7-0) did not play. Next: at Geor-

id not play. Next: vs.
TS Christan, A
S ech (5:0)did ot play. Next: vs.
P
use_ (7-1) did not play. Next: vs.
singhamton, Saturday.
5 OKlahoria State (6:0) id not play. Nexts
vs; Alabama:Birmingha
§& Wake Forest (1)
Temple,
7. Cunnecucutwn) did not play. Next: at
Massachusetts, i
& North Caroiina (1) ma not play. Next:
vs;Loyola of Cicago, Sunday.
@ (5-0) did ot piay. Next:

S Rentucky (5-1) beat Morehead state
NS i Saturday.
11. pittsburgh (6- 0) did not play. Next: at
Penn State, Saturc
. North Carnlma sme (6:0) did not play.
Next: vs. Liberty,
T3, LGuisville’(4-1) i ot play. Next: at
Florida, Saturday,
@s (1) did not play. Next: vs.
Amgton, Wedncadhy. . 15
o ‘Arizona (8:2) did not Play. Next: vs.
utah, Saturday.
ashingto

ot pay. Next:at

5. Toledo,

n 6:1) did not play. Next:at
t, Sunday.

Loyola Marymoun
T lowa (11) did ot piay. Next: vs. lowa
at
S Alibaiia, (1) id not play. Next: vs.

Temple, Saturday,
(el Viginia (1) beat Furman 79.67. Next:
la Marymount, Thursday, Dec. 23.
50, Mmmgan Sta ate 6:2) i nok play. Next:
vs; Stanfor
56 Wadhingion (5-1) id not play.

Next 2t 3 5, Pa. Satur
22" Mississippi Stat¢ (6-2) did not play.
Next: vs. Arkansas-Little Rock, Saturday.
23, Maryland (4:2) did not piay. Next: vs.
Noyéh Carolina-Agheville, sun

day
3 (511 clid not play. Next: at
Marauetie, Saturday.

25. Gonzaga (6- 1) mn not play. Next: vs.
Saint Louts, Satur

Wednesday’s men’s scores

EAST
American U. 75, Towson 64

Find U. 80, Albany, N.. 76, 0T
gara 96, Yale 60

Northeastern 13, Detroit 68
Princeton 53 Ruigers

Rhode sland &2 Stony | Emok d

8L Sohn's 2 Viraia fech b5 -
Temple 52, Penn 51

SouTH
Alabama A&M 68, Stephen F.Austin 42
ar

o

3o kentucky 63
Woltord Sh.Toccca als a7

Akron 79, Cleveland
7306 Anderson.ind. 8
wira Cren 57 Blutron &
FRam tomos 35 hright St Tor
Vinnesota 57, Nebrasia,
55P|nmanao5
u

Idaho St. 74, idaho
Pacific 78, UC Davis 63
Pepperdirie 86, UNLV 78
land St. 70, Evergreen St. 53
$Utah 62 Weber
Gitan 58, Montana- western 63

Women’s AP Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1. LU ®) did not play, "Next: at No. 16
Minnesota, Tuesday 12,
=ntord (5:0) dld ot lay. Next vs. Pep-
Derdlr\e. Friday.
Duke (7-1)id not play. Nej

: vs. Liberty,
t North

a (7-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Coastal Carolina, Sunday.

ANK MCNAMARA

60T ANY FARTHER AWAY THAN THAT?
V'LL HAVE MY GYEAROLD WITH ME.

{7 YOUR PEFINITION OF
“BEST AVAILABLE SEAT” AT
AN NBA GAME
FOREVER, PASN'T 1T, 51R?

B BEADS sy B
L
L P ToNieiT, RiGHT?

6. Baylor (6-1) did not play. Next: vs. Penn
state, saturday.

7. Notre Damc (7-1) did not play. Next: at

ytnn Thursday.

8, Connecticut (3-1) did not play. Next: at
Anzonasta(c “Tuesday, Dec.
e (53) Qi nt play. Next: vs
Sunday

inday.

10. Ohio State (7-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Nebraska, Saturday.

11 Georgia &-3) i not play. Next: vs. Au-
gusta State, Friday

3. Michigan State (6-1) did ot play. Next:
vs;Easten llinois, Thursday,

1. Texas Tech (1) did ot play. Next: vs.
o Roberta, Thur

T2, Vanderbit (6:0) did not play. Nex: at
Western Kentucky, Thursday.

112 DePaul 6:0) did not Dlay. Next at No.

Purdue, Thursday.

2 isota - beat Wisconsin-Green

Bay 50-51. Next: at Sanl(a Clara, Saturda

17, Boston College. (613 beat Fordham
82:40, Next; s, New Hampshire, Saturday.
16, UCLA (& 1) T ot Pl Next: ot Frekno
St?(e.sat

Marwand (& did not play. Next: vs.
day.
(5 1) beat princeton 6546

1. purds (4 z) md ot play. Next: vs. No.
15 DePaul, Thurs

2. Houston (8:0) Gid not play. Next: at Ha-
waii, Thursday, Dec. 16.

EACTICR zymd not play. Next: vs. Oklaho-
ma, T
54, Arizons (6.1 did ot play. Next: at No.
11 Georgia,

55 Kasd State (4-2) did not play. Next: at
Missouri-Kansas City, Saturday.

Dunhill Championship
Thursday
At Leopard Creek Golf Club
Malelane, South Africa
rse: $955,000
rdage: 7, 315. Par: 72
 First ound

Bruce McDonald, Zimbabwe
B oA
lames Kamte, South Africa

, Sweden
Warren Abery, South Africa
arel Son-Houl, France

ol s, Sweden 36
Lndan Nawandwe, South Afrca 343610

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Agreed to terms with
55 Chris Gamez on a minor league contract

CHICACO WHITE SOXAgreed to terms
with KA Dustin Hermanson on a two-yeal
contract.

DETROIT TIGERS—_Named Dan Lunetta
rector of minor league operations and Mike
smith director of haseba I operations.
—Agreed to terms with C
sandy Alomar .o ona one.year contract.

FLORIDA MARLINS—Agreed to terms with
e Alleteron a one, yearcon ract.

ASTROS—Named Ricky Bennett
jer and director of

assiatant General manag
player development.
ILWAUKEE BREWERS —Agreed to terms
with RHP Kane Davis, C Kelley Gulledge, C
Jeif Wmchester and INF Tony Zuniga on
minor

05—S0ld the contract of
9F Val Pascuccito Lotteofthe lapanese Pa-

cific L
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Agreed to terms
with RHP Jon Lieber on a three-year contract.
SAN DIEGO PADRES—Agreed to terms with
RHP Woody Williams on a one-year contract.

National Basketball Association
CLEVELAND BAVALIEdRS Placed F Robert
in X

Blaced & Tony Bob
jured list. Ac(watedGSas

bitton the inj
Jacic from the injured st

NEW ) NETS—Signed F Kaniel Dick-
ens. W Awvee smrey Placed C Jabari
nihone mlured i AI.I.

ation: eague
68 N OFteanc DB S Gleason
5208 ) for punching Carolina DE Kemp
mUssen in a Dec. 5 game
BUFFALO BILLS-Pia ed JE Mark campbell
on injure Rodney Traf:
ford from Phnade\phlas Sractice squc.
CHICAGO ced OB Craig Krenzel
onared resee. Sinan OT 55 L sty.
DENVER BRONCOS—Signed WR Enariie

‘GREEN BAY PACKERS—Released RB James
Jackson.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS-Signed K Martin
atica.
EW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Signed WR
gy Bryant to the practice squa
-Placed WR Ronald

Sioned TE Casey

curry on ured reserv
BHIDELPHIA. EAGLES

Po&)m a to the practice squad.
RANCISCO 49ERS—Signed QB Bran-
don Doman and OL Scott Peters to the prac

tice squad. Released TE Doug Zeigler and OT
‘Thomas Herrion from the practice squad.
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Richardson’s three
lifts Phoenix to 16-3

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Quentin Ri-
chardson’s three-pointer with 6.9
seconds remaining capped a
21-point effort and overshadowed
Kobe Bryant’s second triple-dou-
ble in as many games as the Phoe-
nix Suns beat the Los Angeles
Lakers 113-110 on Wednesday
nig l

Suns improved to 16-3,
tymg Seallle for the NBA's best
record. The 1980-81 Suns also
won 16 of their first 19 under
coach John MacLeod and fin-
ished 57-25.

Phoenix has won nine of 10 on
the road and six straight — the
Suns’ longest road winning streak
since 1997-98, when they won
seven straight. Last season, they
didn’t get their ninth road win
until March 23. Two more would
match their total for last season.

The Suns have won their last
seven road games against West-
ern Conference opponents, includ-
ing their final one last season.

Bryant had 20 points, tied a sea-
son high with 11 assists and
grabbed a season-high 14 re-
bounds en route to his 12th career
triple-double, third this season
and second in two meetings with
Phoenix. The Lakers are 29-8
when Bryant reaches double dig-
its in assists, including 3-3 this
season. This was his fourth
straight game with at least 10.

Bryant also had a triple-double
Friday night against Golden
State, getting 10 points, 10 assists
and 12 rebounds in a 97-88 win.

Joe Johnson had 25 points for
the Suns, Amare Stoudemire 23
points and 10 rebounds, and
Shawn Manon 19 points. The

ere  16-for-34  on
three pomters

Tierre Brown made a layup
and a short baseline jumper 17
seconds apart and Brian Cook fol-
lowed with a long baseline jump-
er, extending the Kers’
seven-point lead to 107-94.

e Suns, who enjoyed a 21-0
run against the Warriors Tuesday
night and an 18-0 run against the
Clippers on Nov. 21, pulled ahead
109-107 with 15 consecutive
points in a 3:45 span — including
back-to-back three-pointers by
Shawn Marion and one each by
Johnson and Steve Nash.

Nash’s tying shot with 2:56 to
play had the Lakers on their
heels, and Richardson put the
Suns back in front with a pair of
free throws that capped the rally.
Butler made a layup at the other
end before Stoudemire made one
of two free throws for the Suns.

Bryant, who had only one
free-throw attempt to that point,
missed the first and made the sec-
ond to tie it at 100. The Suns in-
bounded after a timeout with 28
seconds left, and Nash drove the
lane before klckmg it out to Rich-
ardson — who hit nothing but net
from behind the arc for the
game-winner.

Bryant attempted a three over
Marion at the buzzer, but the shot
hit the right side of the rim as the
buzzer sounded.

The Lakers, who blew a
17-point lead to the Suns in a
107-102 loss at Phoenix on Nov.
19, didn’t take their first lead

§

until Bryants three-point play
put Los Angeles ahead 83-82 with
4:23 left in the third quarter. But-
ler’sthree-pointer capped the

tal 17-4 run with 2:09

Roundup

The Suns, who came in averag-
ing a league leading 108.3 points
a game, used 17 points from
Johnson and 13 by Richardson to
take a 67-61 halftime lead.

Pistons 90, Raptors 86 (OT):
At Auburn Hills, Mich., Richard
Hamilton scored six of his 19
points in overtime for the Pistons.

Toronto lost Vince Carter to a
strained left Achilles’ tendon in
the opening minute of the second
half. His_status for Toronto’s
game against Denver on Friday
night was not immediately
known.

Timberwolves 119, 76ers 84:
At Philadelphia, Eddie Griffin
scored a career-high 27 points,
and Latrell Sprewell had 24 in his
return from a one-game suspen-
sion for Minnesota.

Sprewell shot 9-for-14 after
being suspended a game by the

for yelling a sexual vulgari
ty ata fan in Los Angeles on Satur-
day night.

Andre Iguodala had 18 points
for the Slxers who lost their sixth
straight.

Nuggets 111, Wizards 105:
At Washington, Andre Miller had
a season-high 34 points, eight re-
bounds and eight assists to lead
Denver. Gilbert Arenas led Wash-
ington with 28 points, and
Antawn Jamison added 27 points
and 11 rebounds.

i 97, Hawks 89: At At-
lanta, Pau Gasol scored 24 points
to lead Memphis to its third win
in four games under new coach
Mike Fratello. Antoine Walker
had 31 points for the Hawks.

Heat 101, Bucks 96: At Mil-
waukee, Shaquille O’Neal scored
eight of his 18 points in the fourth
quarter for Miami. Udonis
Haslem made all 12 of his free
throws and finished with 20
points for the Heat, who im-
proved to 11-2 against the East-
ern Conference.

Knicks 86, Hornets At
New Orleans, Stephon Marbury
had 22 points and nine assists to
help New York end a three-game
losing streak and drop the Hor-
nets to 0-9 at home. Lee Nailon
and reserve guard Dan Dickau
led New Orleans with 17 points
each.

Bulls 113, Cavaliers 85: At
Chicago, Eddy Curry scored 20
points, and rookie Ben Gordon
added 21 to help the Bulls snap a
three-game losing streak and end
Cleveland’s three-game winning
streak. LeBron James scored 19
points for the Cavaliers.

Magic 106, Jazz 100: At Salt
Lake City, Cuttino Mobley scored
26 points and hit a clutch
three-pointer in the final minute,
and Orlando extended Utah’s los-
ing streak to six games. Carlos
Boozer led the Jazz with 29 points
and 12 rebounds.
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riday’s games
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Charges not enough
to change attitudes

hat was a slick produc-
tion by the prosecutor in
the Malice at The Pal-
ace. All that was missing
was the buttered popcorn.

It was pure theater:

W Slide shots of the accused su-
perimposed on a large screen
over the sobering seal of the Oak-
land County of Michigan prosecu-
tor’s office Wednesday in a nation-
ally televised news conference.

W Slow-motion video showing
the sequence of violence, from
the droplets splashing out of the
cup that hit Ron Artest to the
punches thrown in the stands and
on the court.

W The charges read ever so sol-
emnly: Artest and Indiana team-
mates Stephen Jackson, David
Harrison and Anthony Johnson,
one count each of assault and bat-
tery; Jermaine O'Neal, two
counts of assault and baﬂery, five
Detroit fans, assault and battery;
one of those fans a felony assault
charge for throwing a chair; two
other fans citations for walking
on the court.

What does it all mean? Proba-
bly nothing.

Don’t expect any of the players
to spend a day in jail or suffer a
minute of hard labor — even if
the law says they could get up to
three months in the slammer if
they're convicted of the misde-
meanors. Backed by their cadre
of attorneys, the worst the players
probably will see is probation and
a $500 fine.

Don’t expect the fans to get
much more punishment, either,
though two could face jail time.
Prosecutor David Gorcyca sin-
gled out John Green as “the one
that’s most culpable” for throw-
ing the cup at Artest and sparking
the brawl. Green, who has a prior
criminal record, faces two assault
charges.

Green’s lawyer, Shawn Smith,
called the charges against his cli-
ent “outrageous and the worst
kind of politics.”

The scene at the prosecutor’s of-
fice did smack of politicking, but
it wasn't nearly as outrageous as
the behavior in The Palace that
could have led to far stiffer charg-
es if anyone had been hurt seri-
ously.

One of the so-called fans, Bry-
ant Jackson, was charged with fel-
ony assault for throwing a chair
into the fray. The felony carries
up to four years in prison, though
Jackson could face more time be-
cause he has a prior criminal
record.

This is one case where the legal
consequences for the players are
not nearly as severe as the punish-
ment already handed out by the
league: stiff suspensions and a
total of $12 million in salary.

For all the attention this brawl
brought, it’s doubtful that the pen-
alties and the lessons learned so
far are making an impact on
other players and fans.

Just this past weekend in Los
Angeles, a woman in the crowd
heckled Latrell Sprewell, and the
hotheaded Minnesota player re-
sponded by shouting a sexual ob-
scenity at her.

Just Sprewell’s luck: His words
got picked up by a courtside mi-
crophone and were broadcast on

TV in Los An-
geles and Min-
nesota.

At another
time, with a
different play-
er, that epi-
sode  might
have drawn a
small fine.
The  Palace
brawl
changed
things, and
Sprewell is a
repeat offender. The NBA sus-
pended him for a game, setting
him back $162,000 in salary.

Suspensions and fines haven't
made much of dent on Sprewell’s
demeanor over the years. He was
suspended for one year — later re-
duced to 68 games — for choking
Golden State Warriors coach P.J.
Carlesimo at practice in 1997. In
1999, Sprewell was fined $10,000
for making profane remarks to
fans during a game. In December
2003, he was fined $25,000 by the
NBA for cursing at New York
Knicks chairman James Dolan
and screaming at the team’s
bench.

Last month, he received a mis-
demeanor citation after arguing
with a police officer during a traf-
fic stop. Sprewell, who was a pas-
senger in the vehicle, claimed he
was treated unfairly.

Funny how some people keep
getting treated unfairly.

James W. Burdick, Stephen
Jackson’s lawyer, said it was “un-
fair and inappropriate” to charge
his client.

“The problem is this: a few
crazed, drunken fans who created
a chaotic situation,” Burdick said.
“Steve responded in a way that he
thought was necessary to protect
himself and protect his friends.”

Leave it to the lawyers to obfus-
cate the obvious and spin the
blame away from their poor cli-
ents. Jackson didn’t have to pro-
tect Artest by charging into the
stands and swinging wildly at
fans half his size. All the players
had to do was demand that the se-
curity at the arena throw out the
abusive fans.

But therein lies the problem.
Too many players and too many
fans think they have the right to
do anything and say anything
they want, as if the money they
‘make or the money they pay gives
them that right.

ere’s a twisted macho thing
going on, players standing up for
respect when they think they’re
being dissed, fans dishing out dis-
respect when they think the play-
ers are dissing them.

Artest taunted the Pistons and
their fans when he lay down on
the scorer’s table after the shove
from Ben Wallace following Art-
est’s hard foul. That sarcastic ges-
ture by Artest led to the cup being
lobbed from the stands, which led
to everything else that ensued.

It was a petty incident that
came close to being very serious.

Attitudes have to change, and it
will take more than suspensions
and misdemeanor charges to
change them.

Steve Wilstein is a national sports
columnist for The Associated Press.
Write o him at: swilstein@ap.org

Steve Wilstein

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Punches
have been exchanged, video
played and, now, charges filed.

For the Indiana Pacers, it's
been a long three weeks since a
brawl with Detroit fans scarred
the image of what was once con-
sidered one of the NBA’s model
franchises.

Five Pacers players and seven
fans were charged Wednesday
for fighting in the stands and on
the court on Nov. 19.

Pacers Ron Artest, Stephen
Jackson, David Harrison and An-
thony Johnson all were charged
with one count of misdemeanor
assault and battery, and could
face up to three months in jail if
convicted.

Three-time All-Star Jermaine
O'Neal was charged with two
counts of assault and battery.

Pacers CEO Donnie Walsh has
called the brawl one of the low
points in sports and in the fran-

chise’s history. Johnson said the
melee was “unfortunate, because
it’s definitely a team built around
turning the corner and challeng-
ing for a championship, and at the
same tlme being comprised of
good guys.”

“Definitely, the image of this
team will take a hit after what hap-
pened in Detroit — that, com-
bined maybe with the behavior of
the past two or three years,”
Johnson said in a veiled refer-
ence to Artest’s troubles in recent
seasons.

The shocking images broadcast
on a i i

Indiana’s image takes a hit
after Detroit brawl, charges

“For whatever reason, that
night — the way the game was
going, what the score was, the ri-
valry between the two teams —
the crowd and the team met at a
point that unfortunately it hap-
pened and hopefully never will
again,” Foster said.

“The whole thing has become
such a circus. Something that no
team’s ever dealt with before. Ev-
erybody’s just trying to put it be-
hind themselves and just go on to
playing basketball.”

They've had little luck with
that The injury and suspen-

d

since the fight broke out have tar-
nished the team’s image. Artest
was suspended for the rest of the
regular season, Jackson for 30
games and O’Neal for 25 for their
roles in the melee.

Center Jeff Foster still strug-
gles to understand why a skir-
mish between Artest and Pistons
center Ben Wallace escalated into
one of the worst cases of play-
er-fan violence in U.S. sports his-
tory.

pleted Pacers have lost
five gamea in a row, the longest
streak under second-year coach
Rick Carlisle.

Carlisle said he doesn’t think
the franchise’s image has been ru-
ined.

“I still see this franchise as one
of the real shining pillars in this
league,” he said. “In my mind,
this situation, and how we get
through it, is going to prove that
again.”

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — An arbitrator
heard six hours of testimony
Thursday in a grievance hearing
that the NBA refused to attend
about the Pacers-Pistons
brawl-related suspensions issued
by commissioner David Stern.

Arbitrator Roger Kaplan indi-
cated he would not issue a ruling
for at least a week.

The players’ union asked for a
specific reduction in the suspen-
sions for Pacers Ron Artest,
Stephen  Jackson, Jermaine
O'Neal and Anthony Johnson,
though union officials would not
specify what penalties they sug-
gested.

Each of the players testified for
at least half an hour, and two
other people — O'Neal’s security
agent and a union attorney — also
were called as witnesses.

None of the players comment-
ed as they left the hearing at a
Manhattan law office.

The NBA declined to partici-
pate, contending that Stern has
sole authority over on-court disci-
pline and that the arbitrator has
no jurisdiction to hear the case.

“The fact that the NBA has
elected not to participate was

somewhat of a surprise,” union di-
rector Billy Hunter said. “Their
conduct over the last few days
‘was somewhat surprising.”

Toronto’s Carter to miss
at least two games

TORONTO — Vince Carter of
the Toronto Raptors will miss at
least two games because of a
strained left Achilles’ tendon.

Carter was injured in the first
minute of the second half of Tor-
onto’s 90-86 overtime loss at De-
troit on Wednesday.

“When you lose one of your start-
ers and star players, it's always
going to be a factor,” coach Sam
Mitchell said. “Take a good player
off any team in the league and it
hurts them, so you do the math.

“He’s our best player and he’s
out, if he’s out ....it’s going to hurt
us, there’s no way around it. Guys
coming off the bench haven't
scored like Vince has scored, or
done the things he’s done, so it
will hurt us.”

The Raptors, losers of five
straight, host Denver on Friday
and Miami on Sunday.

League sits out as Pistons, Pacers
appeal suspensions from melee

| Briefs
NBA)

Toronto guard Vince Carter has a
strained left Achilles’ tendon.

Denver's White suspended
one game for weapons charges

NEW YORK — Denver Nug-
gets forward Rodney White was
suspended without pay for one
game by the NBA on Thursday
for pleading guilty to unlawful
possession of a weapon.

White spent two weeks in jail
after he and two other men were
arrested in September for alleged-
ly shooting randomly into the air.

SONICS, FROM BACK PAGE

Manu Ginobili scored 18 and
Tony Parker 16 in San Antonio’s
first home loss since March. Dun-
can had 10 rebounds.

The winning streak ended one
game short of the team record of
22 straight in 1999.

Down 60-41 at the half, the

Spurs went on a 23-8 run to open
the third to pull to 68-64 with
three minutes left in the period.

Duncan accounted for 12 of
San Antonio’s points during the
run.

His four baskets in the quarter
were one more than the entire Se-
attle team (3-for-12).

Leading 31-29 after one period,

Sonics: Seattle snaps Spurs’ home streak at 21

the SuperSonics got their advan-
tage into double digits with a 14-2
run to start the second.

Later in the period, Seattle
used an 11-2 spurt to build a
56-37 lead with less than three
minutes left in the half.

San Antonio made only five of
its 16 shots in the second and
scored only one fast-break basket
in the half.
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Ohio St. slaps itself with postseason han

BY RUSTY MILLER
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio
State imposed a one-year ban on
postseason play by its men’s bas-
ketball team in response to $6,000
the university said former coach
Jim O’Brien gave a recruit who
never played for the school.

“It’s too bad. It's a shame. I'm
sick about it. T hate it,” athletic di-
rector Andy Geiger said Thurs-
day, calling it a major violation of
NCAA bylaws.

Ohio State president Karen Hol-
brook said the firing of O’Brien
on June 8 was the first step in ap-
peasing NCAA investigators. She
and Geiger said more penalties
may be coming.

“It doesn’t mean we're fin-

ished, that there’s not other stuff
we're looking at,” Geiger said.

O’Brien, who had coached the
Buckeyes for seven seasons, was
fired six weeks after he spoke
with Geiger about the payment.

During their conversation, Gei-
ger said O'Brien admitted he
gave $6,000 to recruit Aleksandar
Radojevic in 1999.

Radojevic never played for
Ohio State. He was deemed ineli-
gible by the NCAA before he en-
rolled because he had accepted
money to play basketball in his na-
tive Yugoslavia.

O’Brien, 14-16 in his final year
with the Buckeyes, has sued Ohio
State for at least $3.4 million,
claiming he was fired improper-
ly. In a statement, he hinted that

there were other problems in the
basketball program unrelated to
what he termed a “loan” to Ra-
dojevic’s mother.

“Ohio State has jumped the gun
once again,” O’'Brien said Thurs-
day in a statement. “I was sorry
to learn that the university opted
to sacrifice the senior season of
many fine young student-athletes
rather than allow the NCAA to
consider and evaluate all of the
relevant facts.

“Ibelieve the university is mis-
taken in its impression that the
NCAA would sanction it on ac-
count of conduct that occurred
six years ago. I believe that as the
whole story comes out, it will be-
come clear that the university
took the action of today because
of other conduct for which I was
not responsible.”

The postseason ban is just the
latest in a series of blows to Ohio
State athletics over the past six
months.

O’Brien’s alleged payment be-
came known after a Columbus
woman sued her former employ-
ers for expenses she said she in-
curred for housing, feeding and
giving spending money to anoth-
er Ohio State basketball player
from Yugoslavia, Boban Savovic.
That lawsuit is expected to be
heard next summer.

Former running back Maurice
Clarett, who led the Buckeyes to
the 2002 national championship,
has accused coach Jim Tressel of
setting him up with cars, boosters
of providing summer no-show
jobs and Ohio State professors of
giving breaks to football players.

Tressel and Ohio State officials
have denied the accusations.

Thad Matta, hired July 7 to
take O'Brien’s place, has led Ohio
State to a 6-2 record this season.
He met with players Thursday af-
ternoon to tell them of the ban.

“The shame of it is that our
players had nothing to do with it,”
Matta said. “They’re being penal-
lzed for a crime they did not com-

The ban includes NCAA and
NIT bids, but the Buckeyes will
be permitted to play for the Big
Ten regular-season and tourna-
ment titles.

Geiger said it will be easier to ac-
cept penalties now rather than
waiting. “It could be this year,
next year, the year after. We chose
to do it this year. Get it over with.”

Kentucky
uses spurt
to get past
Morehead

The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — The score
showed that Kentucky had one of
is beter defensive outings in e-
cent yea

No. 10 Kentucky held an oppo-
nent to its lowest point total in al-

most six seasons Wednesday
night, routing Morehead State

The 40 points also were the Ea-
es’

lowest

T 25 in 26
op years.

Yet Kentucky

roundup [PSerag s

Smith focused

on the ragged

by the Wildcats (5-1)
and the fact they didn’t put away
an overmatched opponent until
the second half.

“Defensively, we did the job,”
Smith said. “We stopped some of
the easy baskets and contested
shots. We didn’t foul as much, so
those were some of the positive
thmgs we did.

“I'd like to see us shoot the ball
better,” he added notmg the
3-for-18 shoot from
three-point range and 394 per-
cent overall mark.

Kelenna Azubuike was one
Wildcat who didn’t struggle with
his shooting. He finished 8-for-13
from the field and scored 19 of his
21 points in the second half, his
third straight game with at least
20 points.

Chuck Hayes had 10 points and
10 rebounds for Kentucky, which
opened the second half with a
20-0 run. Reserve center Shagari
Alleyne had 11 points, eight re-
bounds and six blocked shots —
all season highs.

Morehead State (4-2) trailed
only 29-23 at halftime, but the Ea-
gles didn’t get their first sec-
ond-half basket until 11:07 re-
mained. agles — coached
by Kyle Macy, a member of Ken-
tucky’s 1978 NCAA champion-

AP
Kentucky’s Randolph Morris puts
up a shot during the Wildcats’
71-40 victory over Morehead.

ship team — shot 27.3 percent
from the field and committed 24
turnovers.

“We knew coming in we were
very young and inexperienced,”
Macy said. “We can’t emulate in
practice the speed of the game
that Kentucky plays with their
pressure defense. You saw they
really extended us out on the
floor.”

Morehead State had the fewest
points by a Kentucky opponent
since South Carolina lost 74-40 to
the Wildcats in February 1999.

It was the fewest points scored
in a game by Morehead State
since early in the 1978-79 season,
when the Eagles had 37 in a loss
to Indiana.

Josh Reed had 10 points for
Morehead State.

Kentucky is 8-0 overall against
Morehead State. The schools are
about 65 miles apart.

Kentucky, which lost at No. 8
North Carolina on Saturday, won
for the 17th straight time after a
loss.

No. 19 Virginia 79, Furman
67: At Charlottesville, Va., Gary
Forbes scored 21 points for the
Cavaliers (7-1), who were coming
off an 81-79 loss at Iowa State on
Monday night and were playing
for the fifth time in 11 days. Elton
Brown added 16 points and 12 re-
bounds.

Quan Prowell had 14 points for
the Paladins (3-4).

Yongsan guard Bartley helps
Armed Forces win SHAPE title

Stars and Stripes

MONS, Belgium — Point guard
Ronald Bartley of South Korea’s
Yongsan Garrison had 11 points
and seven assists to help the U.S.
Armed Forces team rout favored
Italy 107-70 on Sunday. The victo-
ry gave the U.S. team the gold
‘medal in the 41st Supreme Head-
quarters, Allied Forces Europe
men’s basketball tournament.

“Just to go to SHAPE and win
the gold,” Bartley said by tele-
phone from Yongsan, “that made
my year.

Bartley, point guard for the
Yongsan Runnin’ Rebels, also
was part of Forces
team that took a bronze in the In-
ternational Military Sports Coun-
cil (CISM) Games in July at
Zagreb, Croatia. That came after
Army won gold in the All-Armed
Forces tournament in June at
Charleston Air Force Base, S.C.

Before that, Bartley and Yong-
san went 37-5 in the 2003-04 cam-
paign, won the Korea Traveling
League regular-season crown
and the Korea post-level tourna-
ment title. In fact, the Rebels won
all five tournaments they entered.

Topping them all, Bartley indi-
cated, was the SHAPE tourna-
ment. The 28-year-old Army spe-
cialist assigned to Yongsan’s 8th
M]lllary Police Bngade called it

“an awesome experience, getting
to play other countries and their
best players. It was a good experi-
ence for me, to see where my
game was.”

Training for three weeks at
Ramstein Air Base, Germany,
helped the team, composed main-
ly of Air Force players, mold into

“a family,” Bartley said.

“Our team chemistry was a big
part of the reason we did well,”
he said.

With the tournament’s leading
scorer, Air Force’s Eric Draper
(30.6 points per game), leading
the way, Armed Forces downed
Britain 107-71 in the opener. Bart-
ley scored 11 points as Armed
Forces routed the Czech Repub-
lic 115-72 in the next game.
Armed Forces next pounded Can-
ada 100-58.

Then came a struggle with
Lithuania in the final pool-play
game. Bartley scored most of his

12 points in the first quarter, and
Draper’s 30 helped Armed Forc-
es rally from a six-point deficit
for a 94-87 victory, advancing to
the final against Italy.

The Americans were outsized
by every opponent, especially so
by Italy, which fielded three play-
ers 7 feet or taller.

“Their guards were pretty big,
too, 6-3 and above. That was
hard,” Bartley said. “We had to
basically outrun everybody.”

Using a press-and-transition at-
tack, Armed Forces made 15
steals, broke out to a 9-0 lead and
didn’t let up in the final. Army’s
Lucas Lecour had four steals and
Craig Marcelin of Schweizengen
Germany, added thre:

“They had to play catch-up
ball,” Banley said of Italy.

Draper shot 8-for- W from
three-point range, totalling 38
points. Air Force’s Thomas Bel-
lairs had 17 rebounds and Corey
Nelson 11 points and eight
boards.

“Just to go away, play consis-
tently with a good group of guys,
with the talent and experience, it
was great,” Bartley said.

Local scorehoard

Japan
Wrestling
nesday
St. Mary's International 40, Yokota 13
okyo
ppunds-Mikey Gufote, st. Mary's,
pinned Jaybie Kurishima, 1:
108Jeremiah Sttt Vakutz, pinned
Daigo ichikura,
- St. Mary's, pinned
e unavaila ié.
 Mary's def. Robert
. def. An-
on, 2:57.
e

1. George
Gross 13.2, superior decision,
141-Mark Striegl St. Mary's, pinned Kyle
K

shimabukuro.
2K st. Mary's, pinned ustin

onny Libero, St. Mary's, pinned Josh
Cunmr\gham T:57.

'ang St. Mary's, pinned

achailov, St. Mary's, pinned
Advew McpanSl 28,
215-Jim Scott, Yokota, pinned Eric Saulis,

215-Randan Pelletier, Yokota, pinned Sam
. time unavailable.

Boy’s basketball
Tuesday

% St Maur T Fama America‘lg’ 52
13
eadlnP scorers—Zzama, Miguel Vega 19,
Eddy Kelley 12.

sLeading rebounder—Zama, Jehan Brown

oteworthy—Trojans had bail with chance

to win with 11 seconds left, but missed un-

contested basket. Zama shot less than 50

percent from fou! line and just 16-for-67 (23
percent) from field.

Korea
Boy's baskethall
3( Y

Taclon, South K
0250 AmereanTs, Taeion cm o133

ms R =
ing scorers—0san, Chris burhart o3,
Brandonhiime xs e Lotion 10, chnskm
cade 9 TCIS, Dennis Kim 10, Roy Kuon
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Wit Mgt

Pusan American 54, Taegu American 52
At camp Gearge, South Korea
Pusa Be 7 2is
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scorers—pusar, James Edwards
2 Taegu Wendell Espy
rebounder ~Pusan, James Ed-
m |z
rthy—Panthers’ Kuba Niemaszek
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Pusan the fead for goot

It Christian-Pyongtaek 45, Korea Int1 41
Quarter scores not available,
9 scor orea Int', Daniel Lee
17, Singiin An 12.

Int!l Chr.-Seoul 72, Korea Kent Foreign 18

ul
Noteworthy—Kent ost one of its key play-

rs,eter Lee, with a badly sprained anile.

He's expected to miss much of the seaso

s basketball
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108 16-43
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It Christian-Pyongtaek 24, Korea Int1 0
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Giants plan
to celebrate
milestones
by Bonds

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The San
Francisco Giants will honor
Barry Bonds' home run mile-
stones and other achievements as
they always have — with great
fanfare.

“There are a lot of things we're
planning,” executive vice presi-
dent and chief operating officer
Larry Baer said Wednesday.

“The bottom line is, we want to
have a chance to make clear that
we're continuing to recognize
him and represent him as we
have in the past. When we open
the season in 2005, we're going to
recognize his historic milestones,
and those by any Glam, appmpn»
ately and in a major way.”

On Tuesday, a top official in the
commissioner’s office said base-
ball was holding off on plans to
market Bonds’ pursuit of Hank
Aaron’s home run record, a deci-
sion made after a report of the
slugger’s grand jury testimony
about steroids.

Bob DuPuy, baseball’s chief op-
erating officer, said a meeting
was canceled between the com-
missioner’s office and Master-
Card International, a corporate
sponsor it was courting for the
campaign.

That doesn’t mean Bonds won't
receive plenty of recognition dur-
ing his pursuit to become home
run king, Baer said.

“I want to remove this notion
that anyone’s peeling back from
Barry at this point,” he said.

Bonds also signed deal this
week to appear on Topps baseball
cards. Bonds did not appear on
Topps cards last year after he

An official in the commissioner’s
office recently said baseball was
holding off on plans to market
Bonds’ (above) pursuit of Hank
Aaron’s home run record, a deci-
sion made after a report of the
slugger’s grand jury testimony
about steroids.

opted out of the marketing plan of
the Major League Baseball Play-
ers Association.

“Barry’s trading cards have al-
ways been highly collectible and
we are thrilled to have him in our
2005 lineup,” Topps vice presi-
dent Warren Friss said.

The deal grants Topps exclu-
sive rights among trading card
companies for autographed base-
ball cards, game-used memorabil-
ia cards and use of Bonds’ image
on packaging and advertising.

Bonds, the seven-time NL MVP
who also has repeatedly denied
steroid use, testified to the grand
jury that he used a clear sub-
stance and a cream given to him
by a trainer who was lndlCled in

The Associated Press

HOUSTON Right now,
Roger Clemens is leaning toward
retirement. Fortunately for his
Houston Astros, he’s still making
up his mind.

“If had to decide today, I'd say
T'm not playing,” Clemens said
Thursday. “But I'm not saying
that. My wife and family want me
to wait until after I take a vaca-
tion before I make a decision.

“Three of my sons say there’s
no way they want me to come
back and one of them wants me
to. But I think he just likes the buf-
fets they have at the games. So
we'll have to see,” he said.

Clemens, 42, won his seventh

Cy Young
award after
gomg 18-4 with

last
season in his
first year in the
National
League. Trying to pitch his home-
town Astros into the World Series
for the first time, he lost Game 7
of the NL. chdmpmmh]p series at
St. Louis.

“I'm not ready to say yes or no
about my future,” he said. “I
know which way I'm leaning, but
1 want to get away on vacation a
while and see how I feel after
that.”

Clemens has said the health of
his 74-year-old mother, Bess, who
would be a fac-

the BALCO but
said he didn’t know they were ste-
roids. Prosecutors allege those
substances were performance-en-
hancing drugs.

The 40-year-old Bonds has 703
career homers, trailing only Babe
Ruth (714) and Aaron (755). The
Giants haven’t announced specif-
ics for how they will celebrate
Bonds’ accomplishments but are
in the planning process.

tor in his decision. He wants her
to be able to see him inducted in
the Hall of Fame, which is at least
five years away after he retires.
“My mother’s health is not get-
ting any better,” Clemens said.

Marlins, Vegas discuss move
MIAMI — The Florida Marlins
have met with Las Vegas officials
about a possible move, saying ne-
gotiations for a new ballpark in
Miami have lasted longer than
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Bruce Rubin, a spokesman for
Marlins owner Jeffrey Loria, said
Thursday that Marlins officials
met with Las Vegas Mayor Oscar
Goodman and others for about 90
minutes Wednesday.

“These were social discussions,
a get-to-know-each-other meet.
ing,” Rubin said. “Simply, Vegas
wants a baseball team and the
Marlins are a baseball team. It
was decided that the two sides
should get together.”

He said the Marlins are negoti-
ating with Miami city and
Miami-Dade County officials
over a proposal to build a
38,000-seat, retractable-roof ball-
park next to the Orange Bowl.
The Marlins currently play in Pro
Player Stadium, which was built
for the NFL’s Miami Dolphins.

The Marlins say South Flori-
da’s wet and hot summers hurt at-
tendance and that they need a cov-
ered stadium to be financially via-
ble. The Marlins have offered to
pay $192 million of the projected
$420 million cost, with the govern-
ment paying the rest. One of the
holdups is over who would be re-
sponsible for cost overruns.

The Marlins started play in
1993 — drawing more than 3 mil-
lion fans their inaugural season
— and won the World Series in

Clemens leaning to retirement,
but says he’ll delay his decision

AP

Roger Clemens, who came out of retirement last season and won his
seventh Cy Young Award, says he’s leaning toward retirement again.

1997 and 2003. Attendance plum-
meted after the 1994 players’
strike and the post-1997 payroll
purge ordered by founding owner
H. Wayne Huizenga. Attendance
has rebounded somewhat in re-
cent seasons, but is still among
the lowest in the major leagues.

Williams returns to Padres

SAN DIEGO — Right-hander
Woody Williams has rejoined the
San Diego Padres some three
years after being traded away in
what general manager Kevin
Towers called the worst move
he’s ever made.

The 38-year-old free agent
agreed to a one-year contract,
with an option for 2006. He is
guaranteed $3.5 million and
could earn up to $14.5 million
over two seasons if he starts regu-
larly.

“It’s not often as a GM that you
can make a mistake and then get
an opportunity to bring that mis-
take back and have him in a Pa-
dres uniform,” Towers said. “To
this day, people ask me what's the
worst deal I ever made. I say the
worst trade I ever made was trad-
ing Woody Williams.”

Williams joined the Padres dur-
ing their post-World Series re-
building in 1999 and was sent to
St. Louis for outfielder Ray Lank-
ford and cash in a waiver deal
shortly after the trading deadline
in 2001.

Williams was popular with his
teammates and fans, but was due
to make $7.25 million in 2002.
The Padres were shedding salary
because the move into their new
downtown ballpark had been de-
layed for two years by several law-
suits. Meanwhile, they got little
production from Lankford, who
made about $10 million in less
than two seasons with the Padres.

Williams was 11-8 with a 4.18
ERA for St. Louis last season. He
started the season 2-5 before win-
ning 10 of his last 13 decisions.

He started Game 1 in all three

postseason series for the Cardi-
nals, going 2-0 and getting a no-de-
cision in Game 1 of the World Se-
ries against Boston.

He is 103-84 with a 4.05 ERA in
12 big league seasons with Toron-
to, San Diego and St. Louis. Will-
iams was 10-8 for San Diego in
2000, and overall was 30-28 for
the Padres.

Also on Wednesday, catcher
Sandy Alomar Jr. departed the
Chicago White Sox for a $550,000,
one-year deal with Texas, and re-
liever Matt Mantei moved on
from Arizona for a $750,000,
one-year contract with Boston.

Several players agreed to
re-sign just before the Tuesday
midnight deadline for clubs to
offer salary arbitration to their
free agents. Brad Radke got an
$18 million, two-year contract
from the Minnesota Twins and St.
Louis agreed to one-year deals
with pitchers Matt Morris ($2.5

million)  an Eldred
($600,000) and outfielder John
Mabry (5725,000).

Red Sox slugger Ortiz
will not play in winter league

SANTO DOMINGO, Domini-
can Republic — Boston Red Sox
designated hitter David Ortiz will
not play this winter with the Es-
cogido Lions in his native Domini-
can Republic because of a nag-
ging injury in his right shoulder.

Ortiz said Thursday he wants
to rest so his shoulder is ready for
spring training.

“I feel a very strong discomfort
in the shoulder. I'm sorry I can’t
play winter ball this season,” said
Ortiz, who had played with Es-
cogido for seven consecutive sea-
sons dating back to 1997.

“Thave to get well to be healthy
when the major league camps

start.”

Ortiz, MVP of the AL champion-
ship series, had his best season in
the majors with a .301 average, 41
home runs and 139 RBIs.
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This year’s
Heisman
finalists are
doubled over

First time two players
from two schools will
make trip to New York

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jason White has a
chance to join Archie Griffin as a two-time
Heisman Trophy winner.

‘White, the Oklahoma quarterback who
won last year’s Heisman, was chosen
Wednesday as one of five finalists for col-
lege football’s most prestigious individual
title.

Joining White for Saturday’s award cere-
mony in New York will be his Oklahoma
teammate Adrian Peterson, Southern Cali-
fornia teammates Matt Leinart and Reg-
gie Bush, and Utah quarterback Alex
Smith.

It's the first time teammates from two
schools were selected as finalists for the
award.

Among Heisman contenders who did
not make the top 5 were Texas running
back Cedric Benson, Auburn quarterback

Usc QB
Matt Leinart

usc (allhﬂck
Reggie Bush

Jason Campbell and California teammates
Aaron Rodgers and J.J. Arrington.

Griffin, a running back who played for
Ohio State, won the Heisman in 1974 and
1975 and is the only two-time winner.

‘White was the favorite for last year’s He-
isman and beat out Pittsburgh wide receiv-
er Larry Fitzgerald and Mississippi quar-
terback Eli Manning. This time, the race
appears too close to call. White and Lein-
art, USC’s quarterback, have put up simi-
lar numbers while leading their teams to
12-0 records and a matchup in the Orange
Bowl for the national championship.

White comes to town after passing for
2,961 yards and 33 touchdowns, and in a
much better mood than last year. A week
before the ’03 Heisman ceremony, the
Sooners were upset by Kansas State 35-7
in the Big 12 title game and White had his
worst game of the season.

This season, White threw three touch-
down passes in Oklahoma’s 42-3 rout of
Colorado in the league title game.

The presence of Peterson, a freshman,
helped White produce another fine season
but may hinder the quarterback’s chances
of matching Griffin’s feat. Peterson ran
for 1,843 yards and 15 touchdowns, and
produced his best games against the Soon-
ers’ toughest opponents.

No freshman has ever won the Heis-
man.

White, a sixth-year senior, has a Heis-
man vote and said he planned to pick
Peterson No. 1 on his ballot.

|
Oklahoma RB
Adrian Peterson

Utah QB
Alex Smith

Oklahoma QB
Jason White

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops can’t de-
cide between the two.

Georgia DE
Pollack tabbed
best lineman

BY JOEL ANDERSON
The Associated Press
HOUSTON — Georgia defensive end
David Pollack won the Lombardi Award
as the nation’s top college lineman

“These guys are You see it
every week. They complement each other
with great running and passing — and it’s
made a major difference this year, the fact
that we’re strong in both,” Stoops said.

“But a lot of these guys have helped
them. So I wouldn’t be the one to choose. It
wouldn’t be fair.”

'USC has a similar situation with Leinart
and Bush. They complement each other,
but also could take votes away from each
other.

Leinart has thrown for 2,990 yards and
28 touchdowns, with only six intercep-
tions. He is the Trojans’ steady leader.

The versatile Bush is their spectacular
home-run hitting running back. Bush’s 15
touchdowns have come running, receiving
and on returns. He has also thrown a TD
pass.

“I think I might have shaken up the
votes a little bit,” he said after running for
204 yards, including TD runs of 81 and 65
yards, in USC’s 29-24 regular-season-end-
ing victory at UCLA.

Led by Smith, Utah became the first
team from a mid-major conference to
reach a BCS bowl game this season. The
versatile junior has passed for 2,624 yards
and 28 TDs and run for 563 yards and 10
touchdowns.

The Utes will play Pittsburgh in the Fies-
ta Bowl on Jan. 1.

night, one year after being a
runner-up for the honor.

Pollack edged out Shaun Cody of South-
ern Cal, Erasmus James of Wisconsin
and Derrick Johnson of Texas for the
40-pound granite trophy. Last year he fin-
ished behind Oklahoma’s Tommie Har-
ris, who also who won the award on his
second try.

“I tell you what, you don’t want to be
known as a two-time loser,” Pollack
joked. “I'm so proud to be honored this
way ... I definitely couldn’t have expect-
ed this.

Pol.lack had 48 tackles, including 9%>
sacks and 14Y: tackles for aloss, for No. 8
Georgia this season. He will lead the Bull-
dogs (9-2) against No. 16 Wisconsin (9-2)
in the Outback Bowl on Jan. 1.

Once envisioned to be only a “good pro-
gram guy” by Georgia coach Mark Richt,
Pollack has turned out to be much more.

“We thought he’d be a starter someday
and do some good things,” Richt said.
“But we never dreamed he’d do the
things he’s done.”

Pollack laughed about his coach’s as-
sessment of him as a recruit.

“Hey, I didn't think Coach Richt was
going to be that good of a coach,” he said.

Pollack arrived at Georgia expecting
to play fullback and spent his entire first
summer in A s getting ready to be a
blocker, only to be shifted to defense just
as fall workouts began because of inju-
ries and a lack of depth on the line.

L] , L]
White’s twin peaks
Oklahoma QB has chance to win back-to-back Heismans
after leading Sooners to second straight BCS title game

BY JEFF LATZKE
The Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — Growing
up in a small Oklahoma town,
Jason White would try to throw a
football through a tire. Usually,
he’d miss. But there was this con-
solation: He sure could run.

So when White played the sport
in first grade, he was a running
back.

After reconstructive surgery
on both knees, White can’t scam-
per around the way he used to.
But he sure can throw. And the
Oklahoma Sooners quarterback
has a shot to become just the sec-
ond player in history to win the
Heisman Trophy twice.

Back in school as a sixth-year
senior after winning the 2003 He-
isman, he’s also in the unusual po-
sition of having a say in who
claims the 2004 award Saturday
— past honorees get a vote.

8till, another nice individual tro-
phy isn't foremost in White’s
mind.

“It doesn’t really matter to
me,” he said. “I came back for a
couple reasons, and winning the
Heisman wasn’t one of them.”

Maybe that’s why, at one point
this season, White said he’d cast

his vote for teammate Adrian
Peterson, a freshman tailback.
White has reiterated that he
wouldn't feel comfortable voting
for himself.

White and Peterson were two
of five Heisman finalists an-
nounced Wednesday, joined by
Southern California teammates
Matt Leinart and Reggie Bush,
and Utah’s Alex Smith.

In two seasons as Oklahoma’s
starting QB, White has thrown for
6,807 yards and 73 touchdowns
while leading the Sooners to con-
secutive undefeated regular sea-
sons. Unlike last season, White
helped Oklahoma win the Big 12
championship game. Oklahoma
(12-0) will play USC for the na-
tional title in the Orange Bowl on
Jan. 4; last season, the Sooners
lost the Bowl Championship Se-
ries title game to LSU.

White has been the steadying
force for the Sooners this season.

When they found themselves

Kansas State, White
threw two second-half touchdown
passes. And when Texas A&M ap-
peared headed for an upset, White
tossed three TDs after the break.

Overall, he completed 65 per-
cent of his passes for 2,961 yards

and 33 touchdowns with only six
interceptions this season. He
threw for 3,846 yards and 40
touchdowns a year ago. All those
numbers make him a candidate
to succeed Ohio State running
back Archie Griffin (1974-75) as
a two-time Heisman winner.

Compared to last season, White
says he thinks he’s played “smart-
er” — taking care of the ball and
understanding the offense better.

“His poise and the way he’s
managed the game this year is far
better than last year,” OU offen-
sive coordinator Chuck Long
said. “We were done by halftime
in a lot of games last year, so he
never got to experience some ad-
versity until it was too late. He’s
dealt with adversity a lot better
this year.”

Long considers the Texas A&M
game White’s shining moment.
The then-No. 22 Aggies led visit-
ing Oklahoma by two touchdowns
on three occasions, but White
kept bringing his team back. He
finished with five touchdown
passes as the Sooners came back
a 28-14 deficit to win 42-35.

“That was the one signature
game that you said as a coach,
‘He has improved from last
year,” ” Long said. “He has grown
and matured from last year.”

Jason White (2,961 yards, 33 TD passes,

ix INTs) can join Ohio

State’s Archie Griffin as the only players to win back-to-back Heismans.

When asked what he thinks
makes his quarterback better this
season, coach Bob Stoops points
out that White is finally healthy.

Ailing legs limited his mobility
and forced him to play out of the
shotgun last season. Now he can
take snaps from under center,

which makes Oklahoma’s run-
ning game stronger, and White
has an easier time scrambling.
“He was more of a scrambler
before he was a pocket passer,”
Long said. “He had to redefine
his game when he did get hurt to
become more of a pocket passer.”
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Mia Hamm,
right, ended
her 17-year

career with

the U.S.
women'’s
national
soccer team
on Wednes-
day in Carson,
Calif., ina
friendly match
against Mexi-
co, which the
U.S. won 5-0.
Hamm has a
world-record
158 goals in
mternat jonal

and defender
Joy Fawcett
also ended
their careers.
for the U.S.
team.

AP

Emotional send-off
for Hamm, Foudy

BY KEN PETERS
The Associated Press

CARSON, Calif. — The security
guards were trying to hustle Mia
Hamm off the field, but she was
having none of it. Making a
U-turn, Hamm headed directly to
a group of young fans seated in
the stands who were screaming
for her autograph.

“We all understand there’s a big-
ger perspective,” she said. “We
want to make sure this game and
these girls go forward together.”

Hamm and Julie Foudy closed
out their remarkable careers with
the U.S. women’s soccer team in
style Wednesday night, cheered
on by droves of young girls in a
5-0 victory over Mexico.

“It’s hard to believe that it's
over. Julie was crying, I'm cry-
ing,” Hamm said. “I'm extremely
blessed.”

Foudy said it really hit her that
it was her last game in a U.S. uni-
form as she walked down the tun-
nel before the game.

“It was a special night,” she
said. “T was thinking that this was
the last time I will hear the nation-
al anthem before I go out on the
field.”

‘Hamm, the career leading scor-
er for the American women, as-
sisted on the first two goals in the
friendly match against the Mexi-
can national team.

Foudy, meanwhile, played her
usual dominating role in the mid-
field.

Hamm, 32, and Foudy, 33, took
the field for the last time in the fi-
nale of a 10-game “Fan Celebra-
tion Tour.”

Longtime teammate Joy Fawc-
ett, 36, also is retiring, but was un-
able to play because she is recu-
perating from back surgery.

Playing before a crowd of
15,549 who were yelling their
names throughout ~the match,
Hamm, Foudy and Fawcett
smiled and waved to the fans
after the final whistle.

The three were honored in a

pre-game ceremony and were
presented with framed jerseys
with their numbers on them and
bouquets of roses.

The trio left quite a legacy, in-
cluding the 1999 World Cup victo-
ry over China that drew 90,000 to
the Rose Bowl and attracted a TV
audience of 40 million.

While those three were playing,
the United States won two World
Cup championships and two
Olympic gold medals, including
in Athens last summer.

Hamm wore a jersey bearing
her husband’s name, Chicago
Cubs shortstop Nomar Garciapar-
ra, in the second half. Garciaparra
and his family were in the stands.

“T wasn’t expecting that,” said
Hamm, who was touched that the
Garciaparras joined her family at
the game. “That was special.”

Hamm, who finished her ca-
reer with 158 goals, came close to
scoring several times, including
bouncing a shot off lhe crossbar
in the first half and having a
close-range shot blocked by the
goalkeeper in the second haif.

Aly  Wagner and Abby
Wambach each scored two goals
for the United States, which led
4-0 at halftime.

On the first U.S. goal, Hamm
displayed the ballhandling skills
that served her so well during her
storied career. She took a pass in
the right corner of the box, start-
ed dribbling to her left, then to
her right, feinted back to her left,
then raced around an off-balance
defender.

With goalkeeper Pamela Tajo-
nar sliding to her left to cut off the
angle, Hamm rolled a perfectly
paced pass across the center of
the box and a charging Wagner
drove a shot into the open left
side of the net.

Hamm also assisted on the sec-
ond score, this time showing her
accuracy from the corner. Her
curling corner kick sailed just
over the goalie’s outstretched
hands and right into the center of
the box, where Wambach headed
the ball into the open net.

Chiefs’ Holmes out for season

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Kansas
City Chiefs’ star running back
Priest Holmes will miss the rest of
the season with
aknee injury.

Holmes, who
was leading the
NFL in scoring
and  rushing
when he got hurt in early Novem-
ber, was placed on injured re-
serve Thursday.

The Chiefs (4-8) indicated
Wednesday they would probably
finish the year without Holmes,
whose recovery from sprained
knee ligaments has gone much
more slowly than the team hoped.

“Priest Holmes is making
steady progress on the rehabilita-
tion of his right knee,” Chiefs Pres-
ident Carl Peterson said in a state-
ment. “Unfortunately, that reha-
bilitation is taking longer than
originally anticipated, meaning
Priest is running out of time to be
healthy enough to play in 2004.”

Holmes was the NFL’s player
of the month for October, when
he had three 100-yard rushing
games, rushed for nine touch-
downs and caught 10 passes for
170 yards and a touchdown. That
put him on pace to be the first
NFL player to score 20 or more
touchdowns rushing in three con-
secutive seasons.

He ends 2004 with 892 yards
rushing on 196 carries, with 15

NFL injury update

s n Dromment NFL \ayers fol-
lowe % 's prognosis. (See Page 33
edmon rcomn\ete Tnjury NDUrt provid-
ed by the leage):

mitt Smith (sprained
me) upgraaea o Questionable

: WR_Plaxico aurmss (ham-
St il nok iy Sundy.

touchdowns. He also caught 19
passes for 187 yards and one TD.
Browns to start QB McCown

BEREA, Ohio — Although Jeff
Garcia is listed as probable on
Cleveland’s injury report and in-
terim coach Terry Robiskie says
he is “90 percent healthy,” rookie
Luke McCown will make his sec-
ond career start Sunday when the
Browns face the Buffalo Bills.

“We told him that we thought
Luke went out this weekend
(against New England) and did a
pretty decent job,” Robiskie said.
“We wanted to give Luke another
week. “He (Jeff) said he was fine
with it.”

Garcia, who has a strained
right shoulder, was not available
for comment Wednesday.

Harrison deal might force

Muhammad out of Carolina

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Marvin
Harrison’s new $66 million con-
tract could lead to a big payday
for Carolina receiver Muhsin Mu-
hammad. It just might not be with
the Panthers.

Muhammad has been on a

six-week tear for the Panthers
(5-7), pulling in 40 catches and
eight touchdowns.

He’s already scored a ca-
reer-best 10 TDs this season, and
his 63 catches has him on pace for
his best season since 2000, when
he tied Harrison for the NFL-lead
with 102 catches.

It’s perfect timing for Muham-
mad, who is in a contract year
with Carolina. Harrison helped
his cause Wednesday by agreeing
to a six-year, $66 million exten-
sion with the Indianapolis Colts.

“I don’t know how much of an
influence Marv’s contract is
going to have with mine,” Muham-
mad said Thursday. “But every
time a receiver signs a big deal, T
think it raises the bar for every-
body underneath them.”

That means more money for
Muhammad, but it isn't likely to
come from the Panthers, at least
under his current contract.

Muhammad is due a $10 mil-
lion roster bonus in March as part
of a restructure he agreed to in
September when the Panthers
were salary-cap strapped.

The deal also added another
year to his contract, but neither
side is likely to exercise it.

And aside from the bonus, Mu-
hammad has a $12 million-plus
salary cap number next season —
way too much money for a
31-year-old receiver on a team
that also has game-breaker Steve
Smith and rookie Keary Colbert.

NHL labor talks finally resume

The Associated Press

TORONTO — The NHL and the players’ associa-
tion returned to negotiations Thursday for the first
time in three months, looking to end the lockout that

has threatened the season.
The sides met for about four
E7 0T Ol hours at the NHLs office at the
. Air Canada Centre before calling
briefs it a day shortly after 3 p.m. EST.
The NHLPA invited the league
back to the table last week and came with a new pro-

The lockout reached its 85th day Thursday and
forced the cancellation of 382 regular-season games
and the 2005 All-Star Game.

There hasn't been a negotiating session since
Sept. 9, when talks stopped after the union present-
ed a proposal based on a luxury-tax system with rev-
enue sharing. The lockout was imposed a week later
by NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman.

Details of the players’ latest offer were kept under
wraps, but it doesn’t contain a salary-cap proposal
that would give Bettman the cost certainty he is seek-
ing for the league’s 30 teams.

The sides scheduled another meeting for Tuesday
or Wednesday. The site of the meeting was not im-
mediately announced.

Arenas have been given approval by the league to
free dates previously reserved for hockey on a
45-day rolling basis. That means there won’t be any
NHL games before the middle of January.

The league is committed to getting a deal that pro-
vides a link between player costs and team reve-
nues. The players’ association contends the league
will be satisfied only with a salary cap, something
the union says it won't ever accept.

Bettman said teams lost more than $1.8 billion
over 10 years and that management will not agree to
a deal without a defined relationship between reve-
nue and salaries. Owners say teams lost $273 mil-
lion in 2002-03 and $224 million last season.

Clijsters not expected to play in Aussie Open
MELBOURNE, Australia — Former world No. 1

Kim Clijsters is not expected to play in the first
Grand Slam of 2005 while she continues to recover

from an injury to her left wrist.
Open chief utive Paul

said Thursday that Clijsters’ management company
does not expect her to play, and the player cast fur-
ther doubt on her availability on her Web site.

Clijsters, the 2004 Australian Open runner-up,
was limited to just 22 matches this season and fell to
No. 22 in the most recent rankings.

Els trails by one in Dunhill Championship

MALELANE, South Africa — Bruce McDonald of
Zimbabwe shot 6-under 66 Thursday to take a
one-shot lead over South Africa’s Ernie Els in the
PGA European Tour’s season-opening Dunhill
Championship.

While most of the field struggled to break par at
the Leopard Creek Country Club, McDonald mas-
tered the cool, blustery i
the first round after a week in which temperatures
soared above 100 degrees.

Former NFL receiver Rison jailed
for failure to pay child support

DECATUR, Ga. — Former Pro Bowl receiver
Andre Rison was jailed Wednesday in DeKalb Coun-
ty for failure to pay child support.

Rison, 37, who spent 12 seasons in the NFL with
Indianapolis, Atlanta, Cleveland, Jacksonville,
Green Bay, Kansas City and Oakland, was sen-
tenced to jail until he pays $127,000 to a woman with
whom he has two sons.

Rison, a five-time Pro Bowl selection who was
MVP of the 1994 Pro Bowl, was sentenced to an addi-
tional 20 days in jail for violating a court order to
pay $3,500-a-month child support for his
16-year- old and 18-year-old sons since August 2002.

Tyson accused of jumping on car in Arizona

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Former heavyweight
champion Mike Tyson was arrested on suspicion of
misdemeanor criminal damage for allegedly jumping
on the hood of a car outside a nightclub, police said.

Tyson, who moved to Scottsdale early this year,
appeared with attorneys at the city’s police station
Tuesday afternoon and was released after being
given a citation.
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Sonics silence Spurs

Seattle grabs
share of best
record in NBA

BY T.A. BADGER
The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tim Duncan
can be added to the list of those
who believe the Seattle SuperSon-
ics are for real.

The surprising Sonics built a
big first-half lead Wednesday
night against San Antonio, and
then they got clutch scoring from
Ray Allen down the stretch to
hold on for a 102-96 victory over
the Spurs.

“They’re a very good team,”
said Duncan, who scored a sea-
son-high 39 points while leading a
San Antonio comeback that pe-
tered out in the final minutes.

“Very well-coached — they exe-
cute well,” Duncan said. “We
have respect for them.”

Seattle’s victory ended San An-
tonio’s 21-game home winning
streak and gave the Sonics a
share of the NBA'’s best record at
16-3. Phoenix also improved to
16-3 after beating the Los Ange-
les Lakers 113-110 late Wednes-
day night.

It was also the Sonics’ second
win this season against San Anto-
nio in as many tries, and both
times they topped 100 points.

The best anyone else has man-
aged against the Spurs, now 16-4,
is 96 points.

Despite the two wins, Allen
called San Antonio the league’s
best team and said the Sonics are
still taking shape.

“Right now, we're just one of
the teams with the best records,”
said Allen, who finished with 29
points, including a pair of
three-pointers late in the game
after San Antonio pulled to within
a basket. “We've got to beat
teams consistently to be talked
about as one of the best teams.”

Seattle looked like a runaway
winner early, using 58 percent
shooting from the floor to build a
19-point lead at the half.

“I think we came out more
ready than they thought we would
be,” said Rashard Lewis, who
scored 16 points for the Sonics.
“We jumped on them early and ev-
erybody was making shots.”

Seattle’s defensive strategy of
crowding Duncan inside and forc-
ing the ball to the perimeter also
worked in the first half.

San Antonio shot 38.5 percent
before the break.

“It was really bad out there to-
night for us,” the Spurs’ Manu Gi-
nobili said. “The first half was
awful.”

But the Spurs came out run-
ning after the break, and eventual-

AP

Seattle SuperSonics forward Rashard Lewis (7) maneuvers past San Antonio Spurs guard Tony Parker, right
and forward Tim Duncan (21) during the second half in San Antonio on Wednesday. The Sonics won 102-96.

ly whittled Seattle’s lead to 83-81
on a reverse layup by Malik Rose
with 6:36 remaining. Allen fol-
lowed with a three-pointer and
Danny Fortson made two free

thmws and a layup to make it put Seattle up 93-83.

Antonio Daniels and Fortson
Aﬂer Rose made a Jumper each had 14 points for the Sonics.
Allen  answered

three-pointer off the backboard m SEE SONICS ON PAGE 35
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Reportedly leaning
toward retirement,
Astros’ Clemens
delays decision
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